“Help Wanted: Fools for Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)

Last month, a group of American tourists embarke@d &arnival Cruise Line tour. In Costa Rica, a
dozen senior citizens got off the ship to take stour. After sightseeing at a local beach, théossn

tour bus was held up by three assailants, armddangun and a knife. One of the men, a 70-year-old
retired member of the U.S. military, overpoweree ofthe three muggers—who was 20-years old—by
placing him in a headlock/sleeper hold. The yourag mever woke up from it. The other senior citizens
likewise began defending themselves, causing timairéng two accomplices to flee for their lives.

Sometimes the most unlikely people use the mossuaiumeans to protect and preserve others. | would
like to suggest that this is true of the preachmaistry of the local church. The ministry of prbam is
conducted by unlikely people through an unusualma¢a protect and preserve God’s people. Thus,
preaching Jesus Christ is one of the foundati@siist of the church. Few Christians will disagres th
preaching is essential. After hearing this stateémmost Christians will nod their head in agreenamdt
offer up an internal “Amen.” But immediately theftes, a yawn will slip out and most Christians will
quickly tune out. This occurs because most of ustdonsider ourselves preachers. Yet, the sobering
reality is that God calls all of us to be preactadrdesus Christ (see Rom 10:14).

In our last two sermons in the book of 1 Corintkigh18-25, 1:26-31), Paul has demonstrated thdt Go
deliberately chooses foolish and weak methods agabengers to shame those who are wise and strong.
Now in 1 Cor 2:1-5, Paul uses himself as a primagle of foolishness and weaknéss these five
verses, we will learn that the effectiveness offiteacher and the preaching lies in one’s depemdamc
God's power. However, if this is to be realized mvest fulfill two objectives: (1) The content of our
message must be Christ, and (2) the delivery ofregsage must be God’s power. In other wakds] is
looking for “cross-eyed” preachers

1. The content of our message must be Chrig?:1-2). Paul writes*And ® when | came to you,
brethren, | did not come with superiority of speechor of wisdom,' proclaiming to you the
testimony® of God® ” Paul reflects back on his year-and-a-half ministrgorinth (see Acts 18:1-18).
He begins by reminding the Corinthians how he didpreach (“I did not come...”). Paul had not
dazzled his listeners by his rhetorical or phildsogl prowess; he had simply proclaimed the trintwa
God? Now this was certainly unusual in first-centuryri@th. In Paul’s day, Greek orators followed
certain well-established conventions when theyredta city. Great crowds flocked to hear them bseau
they spoke in the style of traditional Greek rhigterwith extensive quotations, with literary allusg
and with a refined style that made them seem dmil)iwitty, charming, and entertaining. They conebin
the suave demeanor of Stone Phillips with the claweof David Letterman. Yet Paul utterly rejected
this approach to preaching, although he could ldave it himself. As a well-educated rabbi, he knew
Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, and Latin. Trained at #&t bf Gamaliel, he could hold his own in any
argument. If Paul wanted to show off his intelld,certainly knew how to do it. But he rejecteakth
approacH.Instead, he proclaimed “the testimony of God.” Twad “testimony” is a legal word that
refers to something one presents in a court of Raul was conscious that God is a Judge. He was
speaking in the presence of a Judge and he wasngires His witness (2 Tim 4:1). He knew what the
truth was and was announcing it boldflypaul was not preaching his testimony about Godydse
preaching God'’s testimony about God (“the testinipriyis message came from God, not himsglf.

For many today “proclaiming” is a bad word. They,s®on’t preach to me!” Many preachers, afraid of
being thought arrogant, avoid talking about preaghi hey prefer to think of what they do as “shgrin
However, if | only make suggestions or throw o ideas and opinions, | would be guilty of
arrogance. My opinions are no better than yours.| Bm not declaring to you my words; | am declgrin
to you God’s very words (see 1 Pet 4:11a). Theegfloran preach to you with authority.



But preaching is not just for pastors. You too pegach with authority to people in your life. Myeind,

Bill Meadowcroft, lives in Vancouver and is the CFa Nautilus. Bill leads a weekly Bible study for
interested employees. He simply teaches throughksboiothe Bible with the goal of seeing people grow
in Christ. In Portland, OR, there is a downtown|Bistudy during the lunch hour that people from all
over Portland flock to. Whether we believe it ot,ibere are people who are looking for a man or
woman to preach God’s Word with authority. Couldiymst a Bible study at your state job? As a small
business owner, how will you preach to your empbsePreaching doesn't require a large crowd and
auditorium. You can preach wherever God has plgtoado serve Him. The only question is, “Will you
answer His call and proclaim His testimony®8d is looking for “cross-eyed” preachers.

In 2:2, Paul explains why he preached as he“Biaf: | determined to know nothing*? among you
except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.® The word translated “I determinéd’means Paul made a
conscious choice to do things a certain way. He'tifdll into it by chance or by force of habit. ita
preached as he did because he chose to do it élyafflat same choice confronts every Christian
messenger. It's so easy to be sidetracked by goddvarthwhile things. We can preach about social
issues, the political debates of our day, thexitsthe Middle East, or the decline of the famiye can
tackle Bible prophecy or we can major on predesitinaor the gifts of the Holy Spirit. There is apé
for all those things, but that place is never atdbnter. For Paul the choice was clear: “JesussiGhrd
Him crucified.” He started there and that becansecinter of his preaching. Once the center was in
place, every other truth could be arranged arourBUt Jesus must be in the middle of all thingg alh
things must be properly related to Him.

This verse cannot be taken absolutely, as if thg @octrine Paul taught on was the crucifixitSrut
refers rather to its centrality in his preachindsInot enough for us to say that Jesus was & greal
teacher. He was, but the world largely believes alv@ady. And it is not enough to say that He came
down from heaven. Many already believe that. [bs@ven enough to say that He was born of a virgin.
We must go all the way and declare that God Hintssifie down to earth in the person of His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. We must say that when He digth@ross, He paid the ultimate penalty to deliser
from our sins.

Think about it: If people want to know about spantghe latest news they can read the paper ormturn
the TV. These days you can watch Fox, CNN, or MSNB@u can surf the Net and watch 500 channels
or listen to the radio. If it's news or sports be tweather or the latest world crisis, there agatylof

ways to follow the story. But if you want to knoww to be right with God, if you want to know how to
have your sins forgiven, if you want to know howgtmto heaven, then you need the message Paul
preached: Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

Note that Paul uses the perfect tense here focifed” (cf. also 1:23; Gal 3:1), which suggestatthis
focus was not as much on the historical event@fttioss but on its ongoing effect for those whdebel
in Jesus, namely, that in this event they cangieiconal justification, redemption, and sanctifma{cf.
1:30). The point is that the death of Jesus Chadsers everything. Jesus is the one person theg fix
everything!

One final thought before we move on: To give peoyhat they need sometimes you must not give them
what they want. Most parents learn this early oheWyour daughter is sick she may want another
cookie, but what she needs is the medicine theodpcéscribed. If you love her you'll give her wisie
needs, not what she wants. The same is true apea& 0 others about Christ. They may want to hear
other things; we must tell them about Jesus, foaldee can save them. Do not back down from people.
Do not kowtow to otherssod is looking for “cross-eyed” preacherde wants us to have a solitary

focus and agenda.



[The content of our message must be Christ. Now Wiitshare a second objective...]

2. The delivery of our message must be God’s powé?:3-5). Paul again shares an autobiographical
account®l was with you in weakness and in fear and in mue trembling,*’ and my message and my
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdorff,but in demonstration*® of the Spirit and of
power, so that your faith would not rest on the widom of men, but on the power of God.’Paul did

not come to Corinth with any degree of self-coniic?® Rather, he came “in weakness and in fear and
in much trembling.®* Corinth was a hard city in which to minister. Paukception there had
discouraged him to the point that preaching waiicdif, because of the inner doubts and uncertdiety
faced? He wasn't the picture of confident self-assuratie many of us may associate with the apostle
Paul. He responded in a totally human fashion, whiind greatly encouraging. Like Paul, we livedan
serve in a difficult city. We want to serve Chiastd speak up for Him but sometimes it can be datri
scary. Nevertheless, we press on. Even when wenfirgelves tongue-tied or just plain forget what we
were supposed to say, we must strive to preach.

Occasionally, someone asks me if | get scaredrons before | preach. The answer is yes, and it
happens every single time. No matter how many tilmespreached or how well prepared | am there is
always a sense of nervousness that comes jusebedtand up. | hope | don't ever lose that, beeails

do | need to stop preaching. If speaking for Chai&r becomes routine, then something has gonegwron
inside your heart. We need “holy nervousness” wiierwitness to others lest we fail the Lord or faé
person to whom we are speaking.

I am comforted by the thought that Paul was a rikenllam—a man of like passions, if you will. As |
consider his life, | realize that nothing in Paalld explain his success—except God! The New
Testament doesn'’t give us any descriptions of Baypearance, but Paul himself quoted his opponents
who said of him, “His letters are weighty and sgobut his personal presence is unimpressive and hi
speech contemptible” (2 Cor 10:10). We do havedhi$y description of Paul that comes from outside
the New Testamerit:He was “a man of middling size, and his hair weansy, and his legs were a little
crooked, and his knees were far apart; he had &ygg, and his eyebrows met, and his nose was
somewhat long.” If that is accurate, then Paul m@érst-century Brad Pitt. He wasn’t much to loatk
and he didn't wax eloquent in the pulpit. Imagin® tmembers of the Corinthian church meeting each
other in the marketplace: “Hey, who's preaching tBunday?” “Paul.” “Paul? Oh, no! I've invited my
neighbors to church this Sunday. | thought Dr. $ypants was preaching. Paul is just not very ditrac
He is hard to understand. He’s too deep for me. Wisdermons are so long.”

Yet, Paul was all about the power of the Spirit216, Paul explains that the power of God is thedwad
the cross (cf. 1:18¥. Note the striking contrast—the wisdom of men verthe power of God. If you
build on one, you cannot have the other. Paul'seonthroughout this passage is self-religfides not
that he doesn’t want us to preach to the best &bility—he most certainly does! He just doesnani/
us to rely on our own gifts and strength.

In the late 90’s a British company developed a pebdalled “Spray-On Mud” so city dwellers can give
their expensive 4x4 vehicles the appearance ohigaween off-road for a day of hunting or fishing
without ever leaving town. The mud is even filtetedemove stones and debris that might scratch the
paint. This product sold very wéfi When it comes to preaching there are many whonare concerned
with the outside than the inside. They wax eloqat wipe fresh pastry speech all over the place. B
this type of preaching has no place in our livefollswers of Jesus. Jesus was a carpenter. Helows

and dirty! The Bible was written in Koine Greeketlanguage of the common man. God wants us to rely
on His strength to preach Christ-exalting words.eWive preach or share Christ our desire shoulddeot
that others say, “What a wonderful preacher!” Oesick is that they should say, “What a wonderful
Savior!”



So how can we be foolish preachers for Christ? ia¢téblical principles may help.

» Prayfor aprepared heart. Ask the Lord that He would supply you opportunitiegpreach His
Word. Pray for boldness to be willing to walk thgbuan open door (Col 4:3). Pray that those you
speak to will be receptive.

» Meditate on Scripture. As you read God's Word, ask the Lord to spealotn Yray for insights
into the text. Think about this Scripture continyaFollow a crock pot approach. Let the Word
sit, soak, and simmer in you. This will ensure §y@i are always prepared (1 Pet 3:15).

» Listen to people. When we listen to people’s hurts we can learn .a0éten the felt needs of
people will well up sermons within us. God will aatly bring a Scripture passage to mind that
we can share.

» Focuson the essentials. Don't get lost in the minutia of theological detailnstead, focus on the
testimony of God and Jesus Christ and Him crucifitall says that the power is in the gospel.
Make sure that you keep the main thing the maimgthi

This passage has communicated that the conterdedivery of our message must be Christ and the
power of His crossGod has called us to be “cross-eyed” preachers.

Telephone poles play a crucial role in developathtiées. They support lines of communication that
enable people to “reach out and touch” othersshabout any corner of the globe. And in many
communities, telephone poles carry power linesnieite it possible for people to use lights and
appliances. Think about these poles and the vadside forest they form. What is their shape? They
look like crosses, don't they?

Telephone poles remind me of the cross of Chrisink of the “lines” of communication and power it
carries. Because of that cross, God listens tpttéigers of any believer on the face of the eartid A
because Jesus shed His blood on that cross fdndasanity, believers in Christ have a deep desire t
“reach out and touch” others with the messageefibspel. For the apostle Paul, the cross was
everything. He had one message when he wrote Gdhathian believers: “Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.” The cross was the heart of Paul's comitation and the basis of his power. The next time
you see a telephone pole, think about the cro&hdst and how much it means to y8iWe have been
called to be “cross-eyed” messengers for God.
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Scripture Reference
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

2 Corinthians 4:1-6

2 Corinthians 12:1-10
Romans 6:1-14
Romans 15:17-20
Galatians 2:19-20
Galatians 6:14

Study Questions

1.

What is true biblical preaching? How would | defiwkat preaching is to an unchurched neighbor orocker?
How important is preaching in the life and ministfythe local church? What Scriptures would | wseupport
my position?

How do | assess a sermon? Is my assessment diffaemPaul’'s assessment? Why or why not? In wiagsw
do | need to revise my views and/or expectationzreéching?

Why is Jesus Christ and His crucifixion so crititabiblical preaching? Why do so few preachers leasjze
these cardinal doctrines? How does Jesus Christsp and work encompass all the doctrines, plpluss,
and ministries in the local church?

Do | come to church with an expectant heart? Amaridry to hear from God? If not, why not? How wedl Id
listen to sermons while they are being delivered™hat degree do | obey the sermon after it has bee
preached?

The apostle Paul was not an overly impressive iddal. In what specific ways can | relate to Pabéld God
ever use me as a preacher? What might this loeR lixo | have the courage to obey God?



Notes

! Police: Retired U.S. Tourist in Costa Rica Killsiyger With Bare Hands Friday, February 23, 2007:
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,253959,00.html

2 This section (2:1-5) ties back into 1:17 wherelRkealared his mission: “For Christ did not sendtmeaptize,
but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness ofdpem that the cross of Christ would not be mauid.V

% The emphatic Greek conjunctiago(“and 1") indicates that Paul himself exemplifigee principle which he had
been expounding—in contrast with the manner in thie sophists introduced themselves at Corintk. Th
conjunctionkagois used again in 2:3 to signal that 2:1-5 is ddddhto two sections (2:1-2; 2:3-5). See also Gordo
D. Fee,The First Epistle to the Corinthian¥he New International Commentary on the New Trestat (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987), 89.

* The words of James Denney ring true: “No man dae gt once the impression that he himself is clewel that
Jesus Christ is mighty to save.” You can impresspfgewith your cleverness or you can impress théti Jesus,
but you can’t do both.

® There is a textual variant. The weight of texinence is fairly evenly divided betwesmusterion“mystery”]
andmarturion[“testimony”]. Metzger says, “From an exegeticalmi®f view the readingnarturion tou theou
[“witness of God”] though well supported, is inferito musterion which has more limited but early support. The
readingmarturionseems to be a recollection of 1:6, whemasterionhere prepares for its usage in 1:7.” This
argument is rejected by Fee who asks why any serdedd substitute the less expecteithessfor the more
familiar mystery Fee,The First Epistle to the Corinthian88 n. 1, 91. Thiselton says, “No one can exclitteer
possibility, but...we lean towardaystery’ Anthony C. ThiseltonThe First Epistle to the Corinthians: A
Commentary on the Greek Té&rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), 210. The bottoenii, the difference is not very
significant. The gospel was both the message Gdgteviously not revealed, that the apostles madevk, and
the message to which they bore witness. Althoughwo primary Greek texts (UBS4 and NA27) opt ftbre"
mystery of God,” instead of “the testimony of Goth& vast majority of English versions (with theegtion of the
NRSV) prefermarturion tou theo\{“the testimony/witness of God"). Therefore, to @lpossible confusion, | am
satisfied withmarturion (“testimony”).

® Paul begins this verse with the personal proridtime first word in the Greek text is in the corrgsirformand )

to express intimacy with his audience. In the Gréekends verse 1 with the wdBadto indicate that his purpose
is not to exalt himself but to point his audienoétod and Jesus Christ. See Simon J. Kistemak@gsition of the
First Epistles to the Corinthian&rand Rapids: Baker, 1993), 73.

" “Preaching the word is not delivering edifyingabisrses, beautifully put together. It is bearingness to what
God has done in Christ for man’s salvation.” Leoarh&, The First Epistle of Paul to the CorinthianByndale
New Testament Commentaries (Grand Rapids: Eerdrfl8t8] 1990), 51.

8 Nigel WatsonThe First Epistle to the CorinthianEpworth Commentaries New Edition (London: Epworth
[1992] 2005), 23.

° Ray Pritchard, “Jesus Christ and Him CrucifiedQar 2:1-5):
http://www.calvarymemorial.com/sermons/SMdisplap2id=377

9 Michael Eaton, Preaching Through the Bible: 1 Gihians 1-9 (Kent, England, 1998), 32.

™ paul never boasted in his ability to preach. Heeomrote, “May | never boast except in the crossusfLord
Jesus Christ” (Gal 6:14). He also said in 2 Cor Affe have this treasure in jars of clay to shouat this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us.” bimpares himself to a cheap pot and the gospetrizaaure.

2 Thiselton takes issue with most translations wiiitgh ou [“nothing”] with eidenai[*know”] or with ti [“anyone,
something”]. He considers thati [“nothing”] belongs withekrina[“decide”] and implies that Pahlad notcome
with a plan to use the methods outlined above.drtg plan he had come with was to proclaim the ifiect Christ.
Thiselton,The First Epistle to the Corinthian211.

13 “What Paul avoided was artificial communicatioattwon plaudits for the speaker but distracted fthen
message. Lazy preachers have no right to appédaCtrinthians 2:1-5 to justify indolence in thedstiand careless
delivery in the pulpit. These verses do not prdtdidigent preparation, passion, clear articulatiand persuasive
presentation. Rather, they warn against any mettettdeads people to say, ‘What a marvelous pretchter
than, ‘What a marvelous Savior!” D.A. Carsdre Cross & Christian Ministry: Leadership Lessémsn 1
Corinthians(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004), 35.

4 The Greek verlirino (“determined”) can be defined “to come to a cosidn after a cognitive process, reach a
decision, decide, propose, intend” (e.g., Acts 31834; 20:16; 25:25; Rom 14:13b; 1 Cor 5:3; 7:3TCor 2:1; and
Titus 3:12). See BDAG s.krino 4, Electronic Ed.




!5 The subject of all Christian preaching is JesussEHf the preacher doesn't finally get aroundl&sus Christ, it
isn’t a sermon. It might be inspirational. It midhe evangelistic. It might even be biblical. Buisinhot yet a sermon
because Jesus Christ is the subject of our pregichinHe is the subject of Paul’'s preaching.

16 Cf. 1 Cor 15:3-8, in which the resurrection proegsially crucial.

" «“Maybe stressing that Paul saw himself as onedstaefore Godwith fearful sense of responsibility to deliver
God’s message. Though ‘No doubt, if we draw onrthieatives in Acts, the temporary absence of Paaks
workers Silas and Timothy (Acts 17:15; 18:5) addqibychological dimension of loneliness or isolatichich
exacerbated Paul’s fear and trembling (cf. the mtesef Titus in 2 Cor 2:13).” Thiseltofhe First Epistle to the
Corinthians 214-215.

18 paul did not want the Corinthians’ faith to bedzhsn how clever he was or how beautiful his tajkivas.
Someone might come along after him whose Greekomisdlas even greater. Paul wanted his hearers to be
conscious of God. He wanted them to hear God spgakiough him.

¥ The word “demonstration’apodeixi$ is a term used in a court of law for testimonleTerm signifies that no
one is able to refute the proof that is presentbd word is only used here in the NT.

2 One wonders whether Paul is reflecting on theadtistorical context in which he found himself npais arrival.
He had just left Athens where in his speech imtleeting of the Areopagus he had tried a signifigadifferent
style of preaching to reach this audience (see RAt#23-31). He began with general revelation anatepliat least
two Greek poets, hoping to endear himself to tisephisticated Greeks. But when he eventually maatalesus
Christ and his resurrection (there is no recorddts 17 of Paul’s referring to Jesus’ crucifixiohg was laughed
out of the meeting (17:32). Verlyn D. Verbrugge,Carinthians” in theRevised Expositors Bible Commentary
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, awaiting publication), 62

%1 Paul uses the phrase “fear and trembling” of hifiise Cor 7:15 and of the Philippians in Phil 2:(cf. Eph
6:5). It has as its origin in the LXX where the egsion is typically found in a context which claesizes the “fear
and trembling” felt by someone who is faced with threat of an enemy’s hostile and perhaps deadiyudt (Exod
15:16; Deut 2:25; 11:25; Ps 54:6; Isa 19:16). Rayanl. Collins First Corinthians Sacra Pagina (Collegeville,
MN: Liturgical Press, 1999), 119.

22 At one point Paul felt so abandoned and alonetteat.ord came to him in a vision with these wotde)d the
Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do et afraid any longer, but go on speaking and ddeailent; for |
am with you, and no man will attack you in ordehtom you, for | have many people in this city” {d8:9-10).
2 See the apocryphakts of Paul and Theclavhich is much more focused on Thecla than Paul).

24 pritchard, “Jesus Christ and Him Crucified.”

% paul uses an inclusio in 1 Cor 1:18 and 2:5.

% Fee,The First Epistle to the Corinthian8e.

27 Our Daily Bread, “Spray-On Mud,” February 26, 208#&p://www.rbc.org/odb/odb-11-23-97.shtml

2 Qur Daily Bread, “A Reminder Of The Cross,” Febmua5s, 2001 http://www.rbc.org/odb/odb-02-25-01.shtml




