“The Bottom Line” (Philippians 1:27—-30)

A sword requires hard steel to maintain a sharg edgwever, swords made solely of hard steel are
found to be so brittle that they often shatterattlb. In contrast, soft steel does not breakreadily
becomes dull, failing to be effective in fierce feae. The Japanese, therefore, became skilledsoraft
in the art of sword making. Their swords are tinesi in the world. The Japanese create swords from
both hard and soft steel. They combine multipleehef both strengths of metal, heating, folding] a
pummeling them together over and over until theyehap to 33,000 paper thin laminations of metal—
each layer no more than 100,808 an inch thick. The result is a finely craftedapon of extreme
pliability with a blade that will retain a deadbkharp edge.

Just as Japanese sword makers repeatedly hamratraotpyers of metal to produce a sword that will
be strong enough to withstand breaking, so Goavalkuffering to forge character into the lives @ H
children. Just as a sword made of hard metal wagllg break in battle, so the independent beligvittr
break in adversity. The hard steel in our live&igl's Word; the soft steel in our lives is deperodeon
God and His church. These two components are lemtbssary to produce vessels that glorify God.
Eventually, believers are shaped into beautifulpeea or models of usefulness.

Today, | hope to remind you of your privilegenmdel the gospePerhaps you don't like the word model
because you don't see yourself as a particulatigictive person. I'm with you! | don’t get partieuly
excited about looking into the mirror either. Nethefess, you don’t have to be physically attractorbe
agospelmodel; instead, you must be spiritually attractivePhilippians 1:27-38&Paul exhorts you to
model the gospehrough perseverance, unity, boldness, and sofféiivhen you excel in these Christian
disciplines, the world sits up and takes noticeb&lievers in your life may not be eager for Jesus o
salvation, but if you live a godly life, they mayemtually become open to the gospel. Paul proviges
challenges that will enable you tmodel the gospel

1. Stand strong for Christ (1:27-28).You can stand strong for Chrisy exemplifying courage and
unity even in the midst of persecution. This sethegins with the adverb “onlytr(onon),* pointing to a
sense of urgency and priority. | can see Paul hgldp his index finger to signify “only” or “justne
thing™ as he adamantly declares his bottom jit@nly conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you oemain absent, | will hear of you that you
are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”(1:27).
Paul writes “conduct yourselves in a manner wodhthe gospel® This command begins the body of
this letter that runs through 4:9. Moreover, thisnemand serves as the overarching theme of theentir
book. So Paul gives the key command and then pisdeesxplain and to illustrate what constitutes
worthy conduct. The phrase “conduct yourselvegbliteuesthiliterally means “live as citizens®The
verb Paul usegbliteuoma) is related to our English word politics. It isvard built upon the Greek
word for “city” (polis) and has overtones of citizenship responsibiliti¢zaul is making a play on the
Philippians’ “dual citizenship™ The Philippians live in a free Roman city, andstiunderstand from
their own experience what it means to live as eiti2® Paul is picking up on that motif and elevatintpit
include their heavenly citizenship as well. Thigspecially clear by Paul's use of the noun form of
politeuomaiin 3:20a where Paul writes, “For our citizenstppliteumd is in heaven.” Paul is suggesting
that you are a citizen of heaven, and while youocarearth you ought to behave like heaven'’s citizen

To live your life as a citizen “wortH§ of the gospel of Christ” means to represent Cimisil you say
and do. The term “worthy"akiog pictures weighing something on the scales. Tha id that your
manner of life should weigh as much as the gospelcjaim to be committed {3.People are not nearly
as interested in discussing absolute, objectivth tlaims. People are even less interested in skaoy
theology or philosophy, but most people are intee# the practical questions of how to live.



At our church, we call this, “Living the Life,” wbh is our third vision strategy. It is not enoughust
learn the Word; we must live the gospel out in gwaea of life, including our earthly citizenshifthat
type of citizen are you? Do you speak well of orgslent, our governor, and various political o#fis?
Or are you critical of anyone who isn’'t as constiveaas you are? Obviously, this will not open dotar
the gospel? Are you a law abiding citizen? Do you seek to haymsitive attitude in your community,
or are you a pessimistic doomsday soothsayer? iaddity, what type of spouse are you? Do your
coworkers and neighbors see something differeppim marriage? Do they come to you in the midst of
their relational strife? Do those who know you gee loving your kids and spending time with them,
while they are pulling out their hair and runningay from their own kids? Perhaps they want to know
how you can enjoy your kids so much.  All thagkes is for you to live a different (notice tdit say
odd) life before those who don’t have a relatiopshith Christ. Today, will youmodel the gospdlefore
your family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers?I\Wilu help others learn how to live the gospel 2 Wil
you help others become citizens of heaven and tedive like the King?

Paul expects great things from the Philippians tviehe is able to come see them or whether he just
hears a good report. What a great comment! Paglotxphat the impact of a worthy church would be
known far and wide. This should be your desire @b.\lt is critical to believe in your church aral t

speak well of your church. So many people arecaliof their church and their leadership. Thisédsye

for any believer to do. It doesn't take any skillspiritual maturity to notice weaknesses in therch.
Anyone can be critical of the church! However, selfitrol and godliness come into play when you
choose to believe the best about your church antbhdership. When you have a high view of what God
can accomplish in and through your church, you @dghhe with expectation. You will serve with zeal!
You will talk to others with optimism! Who knowsh& church may just rise to your highs hopes of her.

Paul yearns to hear about the church “standingifirone spirit, with one mind striving together fae
faith of the gospel” (1:27b). The word translatsthhd firm” 6tekg described a Roman military
formation in which the soldiers stood shoulderttoidder and back to back with their shields up tued
spears outward. It was the strongest possible giefeposition. The word was also used of a soldtey
defended his position at all costs, even to thatpafisacrificing his own lifé! To stand firm means to
hold your ground regardless of the danger or thmsition. Figuratively, it means to hold fast tbedief,
a conviction, or a principle without compromisegaedless of personal cost.

You must have a military mindset and hold downftreof your church. Impacting the world begins as
Christians stand together “in one spirit.” As follers of Jesus, we need each other. Like soldierdpoy
are to join arms and hearts, offering encouragemetithope in our struggles. We are not to divide.
Unfortunately, we do, often over very trivial issu@here are already too many barriers in the loddy
Christ—barriers of race, geography, worship stiylede of baptism, and denominational affiliation. To
make matters worse, we spend far too much timebdijng over non-essential issues (e.g., the
charismatic gifts, end times, the timing of thevenge, divorce and remarriage, etc) and not entogh
preaching the gospel of Christ. This is a scartatlhinders God’s work. When will we understand tha
unity makes the gospel beautiful? Jesus promisstidathmen would know that we are His disciples by
our love for one another (John 13:34-55).

Paul has just used political and military word piess, now he moves to the world of athleticall this

in one verse! The word translated “striving togettfeunathled gives us our English word “athletic®.”
Paul pictures the church as a team, and he rerttied2hilippians that it is teamwork that wins vii¢s.
It's like a coach saying to his players, “We wigéether and we lose together.” The local churctots n
made up of superstars. The church is a team inhAlrist is the superstar, and we are joined tageth
with Him to compete. In this case, we play as atémadvance the truth of God and promote His
kingdom. Our proper motivation and common goafds the faith of the gospef*



One of Aesop’s fables is about a father who haérseons. To each son he gave a stick. Each wad aske
to break his stick. No problem there; it was eaddpe. Then the father took another seven sticlls an
bound them together. He then asked each of hiss®res to break the sticks. Not one of them could
break the sticks which had been bound togethena& &imilarly, on our own, you and | will be snapped
in two by Satan and our own flesh. We need thewattedility, encouragement, and comfort that come
from being in community with other believers.

Paul concludes this section in 1:28 with some ualusords that require a bit of explanatiéim no

way? alarmed by your opponents--which is a sign of destruction for thembut of salvation for you,

and that too, from God.” Paul says that standing strong for Christ entafissing to be intimidated by
your opponents. The word translated “alarmguyyestha) is not found elsewhere in the entire Greek
Bible (OT and NT). But it is used on occasion imag3ical Greek of timid horses that shy upon being
startled at some unexpected obfédt.could denote the uncontrollable stampede wkitues when a

herd of horses are spooked or alarmed for someméak is obvious from this that these opponents were
trying to throw the church into panic in an attengptlismantle it. Yet, the Philippians were not to
become frightened to the point of running from thogiposition. As believers we should not go looking
for a fight, but neither do we run away from ittihappeng$?®

There has been a lot of ink spilled on exactly wWiese opponents are, but ultimately no one knows wi
any degree of certainty.The point that Paul is making is: Make no mistakgou open up your mouth
about Jesus Christ, you will have enemies. Whensgyu'Jesus is the only way,” people will call you
arrogant. If you declare, “You must be born agaswfheone is sure to call you a fanatic. If youtbay
Bible is the Word of God, someone else will thirduyre an ignorant hick. If you say, “I know I'm gaj
to heaven,” you'll be accused of thinking you'rdtbethan everyone else. Finally, if you dare tib ca
adultery wrong and homosexuality sinful, someort@oisnd to call you a narrow-minded, judgmental
bigot. And so it goes. If you're a bold Christigiou will annoy the world precisely because youare
citizen of heaven and live by different principles.

Nevertheless, your bold witness in the face ofgarson serves two purposes. First, your bold vgsrie
a sign to your opponents that they will be destdoy#ow is it a “sign” €ndeixi$ to them? Because when
they see you stand firm, deep in their heart thewkit's not natural for someone to stand agaimest t
ridicule or hostility of a group. Deep in their Inethhey know that when a group begins to browbedt a
threaten or attack, people cave in. They know titenal human response is that when you see you're
going to be rejected for a view, you find some w@pack off from it. When they see you continue to
stand without being intimidated, it makes a distugbmpression on them, because something
inexplicable is happening. They see a quiet stteimgide you that they don't have. They see a itayta
and strength that can only be explained as comamg somewhere or Someone else. And deep in their
heart a convicting voice says to them, “He’s rigifig’s right, and unless you change, you'll be utiuke
judgment of the God who is in them.” When you stfordhe truth and are not scared off, a profound
impression is made on them that unless they chaimegg|l be under the judgment of God. Although
most people deny and suppress the still small vafitkee Holy Spirit, He still beckons them to catesi
spiritual realities. Knowing this, you and | mustk tomodel the gospel

Your bold witness serves a second purpose—it'gmaai salvation for you. Salvation from what?
Whenever you come across the noun “salvatisotdrig or the verb “save”qoz9, it is important to ask:
What is the context of this rescue or deliveraring?hil 1:27-28, Paul is likely referring to belerg
triumphantly glorifying Christ through temporal fiifulties, whether they escape them or not. The
salvation also points to our future hope of reignvith Christ. Throughout the New Testament, sirffgr
is often connected with reward (e.g., Matt 5:10-R@m 8:17; Heb 10:32-35; 11:24-26). Thus, itis
critical that you and | endure so that we experethe fullness of Christ’s reign (2 Tim 2:11-13).



One of the important questions in this passagé/lmat does the word “that*iut of salvation for you,
and that [toutq too, from God,” 1:28b) refer to? It seems clear whatever “thatt @®mes “from God.”
At first glance, it seems that Paul is referringdalvation” as “that” which comes from God. Thiskes
biblical and logical sense. Salvation is from God ¢he closest referent to “that” is “salvation.”
However, in the Greek language, terms are givedgsa—masculine, feminine, neuter—so terms that
belong together can be matched up. When the gefidee relevant terms in 1:28 is considered, it
becomes clear that the neuter “that” does not tefére feminine “salvatior® but to the whole concept
of striving and suffering in the preceding contéix7-28a). What's the point? Somehow, suffering
comes from God. I'm not saying evil comes from GBdt it is God who allows you to suffer. This
principle will be fleshed out further in 1:29-30.

[If you want to live a worthy life and model thegpel, you must stand strong for Christ. Paul's sdco
challenge to live a worthy life is to...]

2. Suffer well for Christ (1:29—-30)? In order to suffer well for Christ, you must recagnthe nature of
suffering and observe positive examples of sufteriaul state$For ** to you it has been granted for
Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but alsdo suffer for His sake®' experiencing the same
conflict [agori®* which you saw in me, and now heato be in me”*? (1:29-30).Paul explains that
suffering is “a grace disguised*The word “granted”dcharisthg is built off the Greek word for “grace”
(chari9).*® Paul’s point is: God gives two grace gifts—salvatand suffering. Of course, every believer
wants the gift of salvation, but the gift of suffay is the “gift that nobody wants!” We're temptixlook
for the receipt. Like a Christmas gift we don’t wame're tempted to try and return this gift! Bub¢
says: “There’s no receipt. The gift of sufferingds important and too significant®"Suffering is a gift

of God's grace!

Paul doesn't just offer up some pious platitudes;rhan is a practitioner. In fact, in 1:30 he Usasself
as an example and indicates the Philippians haame lsien suffer. Nearly ten years earlier they hahse
Paul thrown into a Philippian jail and then run ofitown for his faith (Acts 16:19-34). And nowthe
time of this writing he is in prison in Ron&Yet, Paul counts suffering for the gospel a ggifte The
reason: Suffering changed his life and shapedtbim& perspective.

Indeed, nothing will facilitate growth quicker ahdtter than suffering. | hate to be the beareradf tews
but it's true. From a human perspective, suffestigks; but from a godly perspective, sufferindpis
your good. God wants to sanctify you. Like Jesusmust be perfected through sufferings (Heb 2:10).
Today, will you begin to see your problems as feyes? When you are rejected at work, at schodh, or
the neighborhood, will you rejoice that you havermeounted worthy to suffer with Christ? When your
spouse, your children, or you relatives call ydaratic or a freak, will you bless the Lord and toume

to exude love and compassion? Through your suffe@od will permit you tanodel the gospeb those
who need a withess.

Victor Frankl, a Jewish psychologist, lived durithg Holocaust and was a prisoner in a Jewish
concentration camp during WWII. While seeking tovete the horror of this imprisonment, Frankl began
observing his fellow prisoners in the hope of disong what coping mechanism would help him endure
this horrendous existence. What Frankl discoverasl this: Those individuals who could not accepttwha
was happening to them and could not make theieptesiffering fit with their faith, or couldn't fthits
meaning in their world view, despaired, lost hagoed eventually gave up and died. Those prisonecs wh
found a meaning from their faith, were then ablértd hope for a future beyond their present sirdfgr

and so could accept what they were enduring astaptheir existence. It was these prisoners who
survived.



You may not find yourself in a concentration canght now; nevertheless, you may be suffering for
Christ. If so, ask God to enable you to have Hisppective. Pray for the supernatural ability tceiee
suffering as a gift that God will use to grow youHim and allow you tonodel the gospéb a hurting

and confused world. Remember, the book of Philippia about changing your mind. Words related to
the mind, to thinking, and to remembering occuradtithree dozen times! This is the most prevaled i
throughout the letter. Today, God wants you to enter Him anew and afresh so that you see your need
to depend upon Him and His church. He wants yaudmtain courage and perseverance in the most
difficult circumstances. As you do so, He will usmi in ways that you never thought possiMedel the
gospeland see what Jesus Himself will do in and throgmin
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Scripture References
Philippians 1:27-30

Acts 2:42-46; 4:32

2 Corinthians 11:23-29; 12:7-10
Job 1-2; Job 38-39

James 1:2—4

1 Peter 1:6-7

Hebrews 2:10

Study Questions

1.

How does my church exemplify the gospel (1:27)? Vpacific strengths in the areas of unity, couragel
perseverance can | cite? What would people in ¢éimenounity say about my church? In what ways am pihgl
my church be a model to my community? How am |entty holding back my church from becoming all that
she could be? Is there a pattern of behavior (@zjness, carnality, bitterness) that | need tufess so | can
make spiritual progress both individually and cogtely?

What impresses me most about other Christians? ¥&tites me most about a church? How do my answers
differ from Paul’s perspective? How can | begirchange the way | define a successful Christiarolife
church? Why does it matter how | judge a succes3fuistian or church? How will this change my pecjve
and behavior?

How do | “strive together for the faith of the gespwith other believers (1:28)? Do | seek to maintunity in
the body of Christ? If so, how? In what ways dahibit love for the body of Christ? Would those wikrmow
me say that | love the church and uphold unity?dRgshesians 4:1-6 and John 17.

Am | currently intimidated by an unbeliever (1:28)30, why does this individual intimidate me? Whsthe
worst thing that this person can do to me? Readhdat 10:32—33 and 2 Timothy 1:7-8. How can | ovareo
the fear of man? Is there a bold believer | respéd can help me courageously witness for Christ?

When (if ever) have | suffered for Christ (1:29-30hat was this experience like? What has God tamgh
through the persecution that | have endured? R&ach@thy 3:12; Acts 14:22. How has suffering beagifain
my life? How can | begin to see the positive fthit only occurs through suffering?



Notes

! William Yates:www.sermoncentral.com

2 Phil 1:27-30 forms one extended sentence in tleelGiext.

% In this short section, Paul moves from informat{Bhil 1:12—26) to exhortation (1:27-30). RichardWrlick, Jr.,
Philippians, Colossians, Philemoiihe New American Commentary, Vol. 32 (NashviBeoadman & Holman,
1991), 88.

* It is unfortunate that the word “onlyimono$ is omitted from the NIV text.

® The HCSB rendemsionosas “Just one thing.” What a great translation!

® Fee states thatonoscontrols Paul's argument from Phil 1:27 to 2:18r@n D. FeePaul’s Letter to the
Philippians New International Commentary on the New Testarseries (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 161.
" In Phil 1, Paul uses the word “gospetugggeliol six times: 1:5, 7, 12, 16, 27 (twice). He alsodés to it in
other terminology several more times: “to speakvioed of God” (1:14); “preaching Christ” (1:15); fipclaim
Christ” (1:17); “Christ is proclaimed” (1:18); “Cist shall even now, as always, be exalted” (1:20)live is
Christ” (1:21).

8 Thielman writes, “Beginning with 1:27, verbs irettmperative mood are scattered evenly throughmutetter
(2:2,5, 12, 14, 29, 3:1, 2, 15, 16, 17; 4:1, 4, 8, 9, 21).” Frank ThielmaRhilippians NIV Application
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 90 n. 1

° Swift writes, “A ‘worthy walk,” then, means speicidlly the achievement of true Christian unity amon
themselves, and steadfastness against enemies gospel.” Robert C. Swift, “The Theme and Struetofr
Philippians,”Bibliotheca Sacrd 41:563 (July-Sept 1984): 243.

9 The noun form opoliteuomaiis used in Phil 3:20: “For our citizenshipoliteumd is in heaven, from which also
we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus CHrist

1 The verbpoliteuomaionly occurs elsewhere in the NT in Acts 23:1.

12 Fee Paul’s Letter to the Philippiand61.

13 This word is especially appropriate to use inttetgo people who took great pride in their Roro#izenship (cf.
Acts 16:12, 20-21).

14 Fee,Paul’s Letter to the Philippiand 62, suggests the adverb “worthily” points to etaphorical interpretation.
15 The early Christians were first called “the Wagf. (Acts 9:2; 18:25-26; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, Zese
believers were called to live worthy lives (cf. Eghl, 17; 5:2, 15; Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:12).

6 We must remember Paul’s words: “Conduct yoursehiés wisdom toward outsiders, making the mosthef t
opportunity. Let your speech always be with grasethoughseasoned with salt, so that you will know how you
should respond to each person” (Col 4:5-6).

" Hawthorne suggests theteko“conveys the idea of firmness or steadfastnessnfinching courage like that
possessed by soldiers who determinedly refuseai@|their posts irrespective of how severely thtdebeages.”
Gerald F. Hawthorne?hilippians Word Biblical Commentary, ed. Ralph P. Martin|.v8 (Waco: Word, 1983),
56. Paul uses the tersteketeseven times in his letters (Rom 14:4; 1 Cor 16A4&);5:1; Phil 1:27; 4:1; 1 Thess 3:8;
2 Thess 2:15). In most cases it means to “stand faccording to one’s conviction regarding their fdite., belief
in the Lord) and with the power the Lord providet Phil 4:13).

18 Ray Pritchard, “Joy in the Trenches” (Phil 1:27):30ww.keepbelieving.com/sermon/1998-10-04-Joy-in-the-
Trenches/

19 Hawthorne Philippians 57; Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemp80. It is also possible thatinathleo
carries the imagery of the military campaign (BDA@®. sunathled or a gladiator’s fight in an arena (O’'Brien,
Commentary on Philippiand50-1).

20 sunathleds found elsewhere only in Phil 4:3.

% The phrase “the faith of the gospel” can meanaddrtaree things: “the faith that is the gospel” fijve of
apposition), “faith in the gospel” (objective gewd), or “the faith that originates from the gosp@enitive of
source). The final option is the best. See alsori@BThe Epistle to the Philippiand52.

22 Quoted in Sam GordoAn Odyssey of Joy: The Message of Philippidinsth for Today Commentary Series
(Belfast, Ireland/Greenville, SC: Ambassador-Entetaternational, 2004), 64.

% paul makes a strong point by using a Greek empHatible negativene...meder(tin no way”).

2 Hawthorne Philippians 58, quoting the Liddell-Scott-Jon€seek-English Lexican

%5 O’Brien, Commentary on Philippiand 52; Martin,Philippians 89.

% Gordon,An Odyssey of Jo@5.




2" The opponents could be (1) local Jews, althougtetivas no synagogue mentioned in Philippi; (2)eling
Jewish opponents, as in Acts 17:13, or like theathadls of the Galatian churches (Phil 3:2—6); ¢8al pagans
(Acts 16:16-21); or (4) local civil authorities (#&c16:21-40).

% The antecedenouto (‘that”) in the phrase “and that from (or by) Gaztinnot be “sign” or “salvation (or saved)”
both of which are feminine in the Greek text. Tisia similar construction to Eph 2:8—-9 wheretigo (“this”)
refers not to “grace” or “faith,” which are alsatriaine, but to the whole process of salvation.

29 Fee,Paul’s Letter to the Philippiand.73, aptly writes, “One of the reasons most afithe West do not know
more about the content of vv. 29-30 is that we ravpoorly heeded the threefold exhortation thatgdes...”

% Silva, Philippians 83 writes, “Verse 29 begins with the causal cogjionhoti (“for, because”), and it would be a
mistake to ignore its significance. The conjunctiam (“for”) is used frequently as a transitional peleiand thus
one cannot always assume a causal function. Rad'®fhoti rather thargar makes clear that 1:29 is intended as
the reason or explanation for the surprising statgrm 1:28, particularly the emphatic clause ateéhd, ‘and this
from God.™

31 The suffering that Paul has in mind “is specificauffering ‘for the gospel,” and not the more ggai ‘slings and
arrows that flesh is heir to.” (For Paul’'s thougbisthat see Rom 8:17-30.)” See Bonnie B. ThuratwhJudith M.
Ryan Philippians and PhilemarSacra Pagina (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Pre2809), 71.

32 The term “conflict” @gor) occurs in Paul's letters four times (Col 2:1;He$s 2:2; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7) and
the cognate verbgonizomasix times (1 Cor 9:25; Col 1:29; 4:12; 1 Tim 4:8012; 2 Tim 4:7). He uses it to refer
to an intense struggle or wrestling, including biotler conflicts and outer pressures as well.

% People sometimes want to know why it ought todmesizlered a privilege to suffer for Christ. Fortes, we
might consider that he suffered for us. We mighbahink about the glory of entering into the shgmf His
experience. But one of the reasons that is mosbitapt is that God uses sufferings in our livepedect us. For
more, see C.S. LewiShe Problem of PaifHarperCollins, 2001).

34 See Jerry SittseA Grace Disguised: How the Soul Grows Through l(@snd Rapids: Zondervan, 1998). This
is an outstanding book that chronicles the story Ghristian college professor who loses his wifé young
daughter in an automobile accident.

% Here, to grant means “to give freely and gracipasl a favor.” See BDAG s.eharizomail.

% Don Sunukjian, “Where’s the ‘Gift Return’ ReceipEow to Appreciate the Gift of Suffering” (Phil2Z—30):
www.preachingtoday.com

37 See also O’BrienCommentary on Philippiand 58, FeePaul’s Letter to the Philippiang1; Thielman,
Philippians 100-1; SilvaPhilippians 83.

38 paul describes his life during the time betweaséhtwo imprisonments in 2 Cor 11:23-28: “Are thegvants of
Christ?—I speak as if insane—I more so; in far mab®rs, in far more imprisonments, beaten timehauit
number, often in danger of death. Five times likszbfrom the Jews thirty-ninashes Three times | was beaten
with rods, once | was stoned, three times | wagvetdcked, a night and a day | have spent in thp.ddémve been
on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, demff@m robbers, dangers framy countrymen, dangers from the
Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wildss, dangers on the sea, dangers among falbegmg¢thave
beenin labor and hardship, through many sleepless sjghthunger and thirst, often without food, inccahd
exposure. Apart frorsuchexternal things, there is the daily pressure orofm@ncern for all the churches.”




