“A Win-Win Situation” (Philippians 1:18b—26)

When was the last time you had a really scary dee@hkay, call that dream to mind for just a moment.
Was your dream so vivid that when you woke up yondaered if it was real? Those types of dreams are
both disturbing and frightening. | had such a drélaisipast week. | don’t remember all the detdild, |
remember enough. My top disciple, John Correia, pdstors in Arizona, invited me to go on a trip out
of town. Initially, | declined, but eventually hegsuaded me to go with him. To make a long dreaort,sh
we ended up robbing a bank. That's right, two pastobbing a bank! (Don’t worry we're paid plenty.
This was just a crazy dream.) Believe it or nohnJand | escaped and made it to our safe housaiffAg
this is a dream.) Yet, we knew that we were orviitge of being caught. The police were alreadywn o
trail. So John, who is a gun-packing pastor, suggkthat he execute me and then kill himself sowlea
didn't have to go to jail. He asked me to lie on shgmach, face down on the floor of our safe house
while he prepared to pull the trigger. As | wastythere, | was utterly broken before God. My miveks
flooded with thoughts of family, friends, churcimdaChrist. And then all of a sudden | was hit by th
horrible reality that | had disgraced my Lord. Adould think about was, “I don't want to die thisy!”

| awoke from this insane dream at 4:59 am—a mibafere my alarm was to go off. I've never been so
grateful to get up that early! The relief | expeded was exhilarating. In those waking moments, my
priorities became quite clear to me. Now, the qaess: Why does it always take a bizarre dreara or
dramatic event to really get my attention? Why taasee what truly matters in this life? Do you efeel
like | do? When you wake up, do you ever choosandvespaper over the Bible? When you come home
from work do you ever choose TV over your childr&®you ever choose the computer over
conversation with your spouse? Do you ever choslseation over church? Do you ever choose to
increase your standard of living instead of yoandard of giving? If you answered “yes” to anyludde
guestions and you're serious about Christ, you kni.at its like to shake your head and think, “Wsat’
wrong with me? Why can’t | get my act together?fliBpians 1:18b—26 will challenge you to reexamine
your priorities. Paul will exhort you five to die, die to liveln this passage, he also provides two key
motivations for you to rejoice in.

1. Rejoice in your future vindication (1:18b—20).In 1:12—-18a, Paul rejoiced in adverse circumstance
because he recognized that his best witness couald @ his worst circumstances. Now, he trans#ion
and explains: “Not only have | been rejoicing, buill rejoice in the future.* Paul puts it this way:
“Yes, and | will rejoice, for | know that this [i.e., my seemingly negative circumstances, 1:12318
will turn out for my deliverance [lit. “salvation™] through your prayers and the provisiorf of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ? according to my earnest expectatichand hope, that | will not be put to
shame in anything, butthat with all boldness! Christ will even now, as always, Beexalted in my
body, whether by life or by death”(1:18b—20). The reason that Paul can rejoice ishth®elieves his
trials are advantageous to his Christian experi€hithe phrase, “this will turn out for my deliverarice
is an exact quote from Job 13:16 in the Greek @istdment! ‘Job, you must have done something
terribly wrong, or else these business reversesgtfamily deaths, these health issues wouldni& hav
happened to you.’ Then Job shot back to them: ‘Aeuall dead wrong! One day when | am standing
before God, you're going to see how wrong you ¥mmi're going to see everything “turning out for my
salvation.” You're going to see my vindication, malidation. God’s going to deliver me and put His
stamp of approval on me.’ In this same sense, Baad the word “deliverance” to refer to his future
vindication at the judgment seat of ChffsThe immediate context supports this view becaas#'$
salvation is not dependent upon the prayers o$gitgs. He is saved, once for all by God'’s grddee
prayers of the saints and the provision of the FRpirit are those things that strengthen Paulsrtilmes
of adversity and which gave him courage to stam for the gospel? Since Paul doesn’t want his words
and behavior to bring shame to the cause of Chifigt, relies upon the Philippians’ prayers and thisyHo
Spirit’s filling to grant him boldness in the midst his trials.




| love how Paul concludes this section by sayirag tie wants Christ “to be exalted in his body wheth
by life or by death” (1:20b). This is how you shabtihink and live. Despite your circumstances you ca
exalt Christ. The word “exaltedirfegalund means “to make great, to enlarge, to make glsriove get
our English word “megaphone” from this word. A mpggane makes your voice big. Similarly, a
magnifying glass makes print big. We are to malsaigdig with our lives and lips! The verb “be egdlt
is passive, which means that Christ receives miggtiibn by our actions. There are two types of
magnification: microscope and telescope. The mampe makes the little seem big. That is not the
picture here. The telescope makes the actualljobim big. This is what Paul is saying: Your taslaas
Christian is to bring the immensity of who Jesusytis to the forefront. Do you want your body t® &
magnifying glass for the Lord Jesus? Do you wamhéde Him big to the world? Not life-size, but King
size. If you magnify Jesus, people will be attrddeHim and embrace Him as their Savior. Folks sl
up and take notice of Him. By this you will enhariee world’s estimation of Christ.

But in order to exalt Christ whether in life or tieayou must make one mental adjustment: You must
adjust your expectations. Yes, good ole’ expeatati®you have them. | have them. All God'’s people
have them! Think about it: You expect your spouste you and respect you. You expect that people
will be nice to you, that you'll have good healthgreat marriage, faithful friends, and a succéssfu
career. But how do you respond when life doesvé lip to your expectations? If you're like most
Christians, you become outraged. Yet, | figuresipgu can't choose your circumstances, you might as
well choose how you will respond to théfiMy motto is: If you can't beat them, join them.dRedless

of what you're going through today, God can useryalverse circumstances for His glory and your
good. Why not say today: “God, whatever comes baing to trust You to grant me grace to persevere
through my trials so that | can be vindicated whetand before Christive to die, die to live

[How can you survive your trials? First, you mustagnize that God uses the prayers of His people an
the power of His Holy Spirit to help you grow in &&t. God’s work in and through you then allows you
to rejoice in your future vindication before Chrishe second key motivation is for you to...]

2. Rejoice in your future ministry (1:21-26).Paul continues his life or death theme, but nowiepjit
specifically to his ministry in the local churchis-tonclusion: The only reason to live is to mieisPaul
begins this section by penning the ever familid1:For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
The word “me” €émo) stands first in the Greek clause for emphasigl Basaying, “| don’t care what
anyone else does. Ultimately, | don't care if | gleased from prison. MY passion is Christ! Allre
about is Him.” For Paul “to live is Christ” mearslive out the life of Christ, which includes His
sufferings. This is confirmed by studying the livislesus and the apostle Paul. Both men expedence
poverty, slander, rejection, and abuse. Yet, imtiast of their adverse circumstances, Jesus anld Pa
continually exuded joy and walked intimately witlods

The natural transition in 1:21 is the underlyingthirthat you're not ready to live until you're ream die.
Paul states that death is “gain.” He deliberatélyoses the word “gainkérdog because it means “profit
or advantage® Death is not loss; death is gain! Yet, this noi®foreign to most of our conversations.
We talk about people “losing the battle” with diseaWhen a loved one dies we often say “we have los
them.” When treatments are exhausted doctors $agre is nothing more we can do” in an attitude of
defeat and resignation. We view death as the uléidefeat. But this is not Paul’s attitude towaedtH.

He sees it not as defeat, he sees it as vitidris should be your mindset as well. When thecheli

dies he or she leaves behind the suffering anchgrgaf this life, the rejection and persecution of
unbelievers, and immediately enters the presenGodf where sorrow, sadness, and sickness do not
exist. That is why death is gain! Our rewards dteronot realized on earth—they are realized inmnétie
This is why it can be said, “When a Christian dleshas just begun to live.” So todase to die, die to
live. Live with the realization of your imminent deathmind; die to yourself so that you can experience
the abundant life on earth and in eternity.



Philippians 1:21 is Paul’s life motto. It's his abbiated Personal Missions Statenf@What is your
mission? Why not make it your goal this week tatevdut a Personal Missions Statement? Just seek God
in prayer and ask Him to reveal your Personal MissiStatement. It can be done in as little as an ho

I'd like to share my Personal Missions Statemetihwou. It may help you or give you some ideas of
what you may want to write up. My PMS is this: %igt to know Jesus Christ intimately and passidgate
and to exhort and equip others to know Him to tmaes degree.” | crafted this Personal Missions
Statement carefully. My purpose is first, intengadysonal. | want to know Jesus Christ intimatelg a
passionately. | don't just want to know about Jesusant to know Jesus intimately. | want to haveae
relationship with Him. | also want to know Him pasgtely. | want to be obsessed with Jesus. | @want

be energetic, enthusiastic, and excited about wdistdnd what He has done. But my Personal Missions
Statement also includes my responsibility to othafter the Lord has worked in and through me drth
want to use my primary spiritual gift of exhortatiand my calling as a pastor to equip others tawkno
Christ intimately and passionately to the sameekegand Lord willing, to an even greater degrea tha
do. That is my Personal Missions Statement. Thigesee is the reason that | wake up in the morning.
It's what | live for. Granted, | don't always sueckat fulfilling this responsibility, but it is maim. It is

my calling. Do you have such a mission? If nothaltenge you to write one up. Just complete the
following sentence: “I exist to...” Do it this week.may just change your life.

Paul continues his life/death motif in 1:22—-24 vehke writes‘But if | am to live on in the flesh, this
will mean fruitful labor #* for me; and | do not know which to choose. But | m hard-pressed? from
both directions, having the desire to deparf and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to
remain on in the flesh is more necessary for yourage.” Paul is in a quandary. If he lives, he wins; if
he dies, he wins. This is a dilemma between twesWirs like someone offering to give you a BMWar
Lexus. The choice is up to you. You can't lose! Paul, the two alternatives are whether he should
continue his work in time or see Jesus in eterifitfaul continues to live in the flesh he writbattit will
mean “fruitful labor.” Notice that in Paul's mintdre is only one reason to live in the flesh ard ithfor
further ministry. It is not children, grandkids,bimes, or pleasure; it is ministry! And not justdiaere
maintenance ministry, but what Paul calls “fruitfatbor” (karpos ergoy Paul knows that if God grants
him life, He will bless him with more fruit. How nayou have “fruitful labor”? In 1:19, Paul refesthe
prayers of the saints and the filling of the Hopir8. If you want fruitful labor, ask a team of gyale to
pray for you and your ministry and ask the Lordiltgyou with His Spirit (cf. Eph 5:18). Fruitfuldbor is
the result when your passion is to see Christ rbgglan your body. This means you wake up in the
morning to serve Christ and to show Him off. It megou see all that you do as ministry.

As Paul envisions the possibilities of an even niargful ministry, he concludes that he doesn’dln
which to choose. In 1:23, he writes that he is dhanessed.” The word translated “hard pressed”
(sunechomaiis used in Luke 12:50 where Jesus speaks ofahtisin of suffering that He must undergo.
Jesus says that He is “distresseslfnechomaiand will remain distressed until His death is
accomplished. In His deity, Jesus longs to go thes; in His humanity, Jesus longs to bypass thescr

In the same vein, the decision of life or deattlistressing and agonizing for Paul.

Paul confesses that his “desire is to depart anglitheChrist” (1:23). The word translated “desire”
(epithumian seems like a rather mellow word. You may be timgko yourself, “I, too, desire to be with
Christ.” However, you may be surprised to learrt this word is used numerous times in the New
Testament, but is only translated in a positivesseamne other time (1 Thess 2:17). Elsewhere thid vgo
rendered “lust.” Lust is a burning yearning fortttaich is forbidden. Now this may change youriatit
take on the seemingly tame word “desire.” The pi@inPaul has a strong and intense desire to depdrt
be with Christ. Thus, you could say that one of‘thsts” of a godly man’s heart is to be with Claris
Paul had an obsessive compulsion, an intense Igiigihe with Jesus. The implication is that you mus
share his desiredive to die, die to live



Another key word that is easy to read over at fjtahce is the verb “departaialud.” However, in the
Greek Old Testament this term was used of breakiingamp and reflects the camp-life of the Israglite
in the wilderness in contrast with their permargaaéllings in the promised land. Likely, Paul, the o
tentmaker, resorts to the language of his tradhisnterm, he sees camp-life is exchanged at death
home-life with Christ” (cf. 2 Cor 5:1-8f.What a beautiful and picturesque concept.

Paul insists that the prospect of being with Chsisvery much better.” He uses three Greek wopaddl @
mallon kreissopthat could be translated “better beyond all esgi@.” This expresses the highest
superlative Paul could think of. The bottom lineligs far better for a Christian to die than itel
although few of us believe it. We want to live losgd prosperous and then retire, vacation, and help
raise our grandchildren. Yet, Paul's mindset isdifferent. He actually yearns for death. He beckbis
dying day. He is able to do this because he islatedp convinced that the moment he passes from thi
life, he will be in the presence of Jesus. As hlys §a2 Cor 5:8, to be absent from the body isd¢o b
present with the Lord. What a comfort! Paul undmdtthe truth that you are not prepared to livd ot
are prepared to die.

Can you say that you have the same confidencewd® Paot, you can. You can be 100% assured that
you will spend eternity with Jesus. Simply beliéwdesus to rescue you from your sins. Transfer you
trust from yourself and your good works to Jesussth work and person alone, and you will live hwit
Him forever. If you make this decision, please ashtne and | would be happy to send you some
materials that will help you grow in your new faitfhe greatest joy on earth is the clear prospiect o
heaven.

In spite of Paul's godly lust for his heavenly hgrhe states in 1:24 that “to remain on in the flissh

more necessary for your sake.” The word “necesgamggnaioteroh speaks of Paul's need to be alive
so that he can minister to others. God still hasemark for Paul to accomplish in the lives of the
Philippian believers. They need Paul more thandezls to go to heaven at this time in his life. Faul
willing to temporarily forestall his desire to gorhe to be with Christ in order to fulfill their reteThe
principle here is that as long as you are aliveanth God has a purpose for your being here. Thexef
you must ask, “Why does God have me here on eafth@’only reason Paul longed to stay behind is for
the purpose of ministry.

This ties right into Paul's conclusion in 1:25-2@6onvinced of this, | know that | will remain and
continue with you alf® for your progress’” and joy in the faith, so that your proud confidene in me
may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to yoagain.”® After weighing all the evidence, Paul
figures that he will probably live a little longédie evidently believes this because the case hissacs
had brought against him was not strong (cf. Act@2325:25; 26:31-32% This conclusion is confirmed
by the evidence in the Pastoral Epistles and tHg elaurch fathers, which points to Paul’s relefieen
Roman imprisonment in A.D. 62 and several addifigears of ministry until his second Roman
imprisonment® Paul is saying he is “convincedidpoitho$ that if he lives on in the flesh, he will do so
for the Philippians. He says he will “remaimfi¢nd and “continue” for their “progress and joy in the
faith.” The word for “progress”drokopeeh means “to go forward and advance” (cf. 1.12).I@agires

not only the progress of the gospel but also thamckement in maturity by those who had responded to
the gospel (Col 1:28). This is the reason God lzas Bon earth.

So | must ask the question: What are you doinglt@iace the faith of others? How are you presently
bringing about others’ joy in the faith? Your answ@these questions is critically important, foistis
why you've been left on planet earth. Have you eosrsidered that your marriage is ministry? Did you
know that the most fulfilling fruit you can achieigein your spouse? Another great ministry musydng
children. If you impact and influence each of yobildren, you won't just see individual lives chaxg
You may eventually see generations transformed.



Did you know that your work is your ministry? Yotean full-time ministry whether you know it or not
You don't have to be a pastor like | am. You mayalmoctor, an engineer, a mechanic, a secretary, a
housewife, or a retiree. It really doesn’t mattératvyou do. God has called you into the ministry#—fu
time!

Of course, your church can also be a place of tmjni¥ou can perform countless acts of service. You
can work in the sound or video ministries, greshar, teach children or adults, serve in the nyyser
work on the grounds. Furthermore, you can alsontekr to cook meals, transport people in needewrit
letters to encourage others, use the phone toterinsthose who suffer, pray, and give financialle
goal is that each and every person serves in oa# way with excellence. Remember, the reason that
you are still here is to serve God and othiere to die, die to live

There’s a ritual that takes place at the beginoingvery professional ball game called “the pre-gam
speech” or “chalk talk.” Before the players take field or court, the coach gets everyone togethdr
reminds the team of the basics of their game. Bjlyicthese speeches take place in the locker noitim

a dry erase board that allows the coach to drasouoge plays. He then makes statements such as: “You
guys have worked hard and prepared for this monhé&edieve in you. You just need to play your game
and take it to them!” Every week the coach saystree stuff but one way or another he gets the team
focused and fired up for the game.

Like the apostle Paul, | consider myself a coach istcalled to rally a team to victory. | want yimu
know that | believe in you and have high hopes/ar. | also want to pump you up! Tragically, youyma
wrestle with this type of “emotionalism.” You magys “Just give me the truth of God’s Word. | don’t
want a lot of emotionalism that will fade by Sundsaening or maybe Monday morning.” While | can
appreciate this, | believe one of the grave danigeBsble churches is truth delivered without passi
This results in dry orthodoxy and can lead to armg. However, God calls you to a passionate gurbui
all that He is in exchange for all that you arev8@t do have you to live for? What is your ruling
passion? I'm confident that if ydive to die, die to livelike Paul, you too may be used by God to affect
the entire course of human history. If your chuadopts this mentality, she can touch the worldésus
Christ. Today, will you live your life for Jesus (@8t with the expectation that He may come todayoar
may pass from this life? Will you deny yourselkeaup your cross daily, and follow Christ? Thishis
only way to live—ive to die, die to live
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Scripture References
Philippians 1:18b—-26
Romans 8:18-27

2 Corinthians 4:7-5:10
2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Galatians 2:20

2 Timothy 4:1-8
Matthew 16:21-27

Study Questions

1.

How do | view my circumstances (1:18b—20)? Do li¢gly conclude that when bad things happen nothing
good can come out of my circumstances? How cagihtie make a mental/spiritual paradigm shift? Apar
from the apostle Paul, who is a godly example afeone who lives above his/her circumstances? Wamat ¢
learn from this individual?

How have | seen the Holy Spirit empower me in thestnof adverse circumstances (1:19)? Do | constjou
rely on the Holy Spirit to fill me so that | canrcaout God's will? Read Ephesians 5:18; Proverss-@; and
Hebrews 11:6. Am | currently aware of anything iy lifie that is grieving or quenching the Holy Sgarwvill |
confess it the Lord (and others) today?

What do | truly live for (1:21)? Would people camfi that this is the passion of my life? How woulillin the
following blank: “For to me, to live is ?” Write out a Personal Missions
Statement this week: “I exist to

What does it mean to experience “fruitful labor’22)? Do | view my life as an opportunity for friuit labor
for Christ (1:22—-24)7 If so, what does this lodde? How can | see God bring about a greater inereauit
in my life and ministry? Read John 15:1-11. Is¢h®ymeone in my life who will hold me accountablesérve
those in my sphere of influence?

Is my vision to help others grow in their faithZ5:-26)? How do | go about this on a daily basis?\adm |
specifically helping grow spiritually? Is this pershelping others mature spiritually? Read 2 Tim@&H-2.
What can | do differently to ensure that | am “sfamring truth to the next generation?”



Notes

! The Nestle-Alantd (NA?") Greek text marks the beginning of a new paragwifth Phil 1:18b. This is supported
by Peter T. O’'BrienCommentary on Philippian®New International Greek Testament Commentaresédfsrand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 107-8 and Gordon D.Fad s Letter to the PhilippiansNew International
Commentary on the New Testament series (Grand Rapatdmans, 1995), 126-30. Conversely, Melick@ihd
argue for the start of a new paragraph at 1:18aRsehard R. Melick, JrRhilippians, Colossians, Philemomhe
New American Commentary, Vol. 32. (Nashville: Broah & Holman, 1991), 78-79 and Moisés Silva,
Philippians Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testan®hed. Edited by Robert W. Yarbrough and
Robert H. Stein (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 129P5), 68—69.

2 Jerry L. SumneyRhilippians: A Greek Student’s Intermediate Rea@rabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2007), 25.
% The word translated “deliverance” is the Greekmsateria which is usually translated “salvation.” Most Hisl
versions opt for the rendering “deliverance” beestle translators believe that Paul is speakirgeofg delivered
from jail (e.g., NASB, NET, ESV, HCSB, NIV, NKJV,IN'; see also Ralph P. Martifthe Epistle of Paul to the
Philippians: An Introduction and Commentafyyndale New Testament Commentaries series [GRapmids:
Eerdmans, 1987], 20 argues for this view). Howetlgs, is not the best interpretation. Although Faats that he
expects to be released (1:25-26), he also ackngedetthat he might instead glorify Christ by histdga:20-23).
Other scholars believe Paul was referring to hisnalte spiritual salvation. That is, whether or hetwould be
delivered by the Roman court, he would be delivéreoh God’s final judgment. Sumnelhilippians 25, rightly
acknowledges that this is the least likely intetgtien. Still others suggest Paul is referring idpostleship and
being delivered from the envious preachers of PAi5—17. Sumnehilippians 25, suggests that the best option
may be this last view combined with the vindicatisew explained in this sermon.

* The word translated “provisionepichoregid is only used elsewhere in the NT in Eph 4:16frbm whom the
whole body, being fitted and held together by wénary joint suppliesdpichoregid, according to the proper
working of each individual part, causes the growiftthe body for the building up of itself in loveThe word was
originally used for a wealthy person who bore tkpemses of a city-state drama choir. These proohstivere very
expensive. It took someone very wealthy to pickhgtab. God, who is incalculably wealthy, has tgdra
“provision” or “supply” of the Spirit so that Paabuld continue to honor Christ.

® The Holy Spirit makes Christ’s presence real mlties of believers. FePaul's Letter to the Philippiansl34—35
explains, “This is how Christ lives in him—by higiit (Rom 8:9-10). The reason for this unusuallifealies in
the context. Paul's concern throughout the ‘expianais on Christ and the gospel. In anticipatitthe final
clause expressing the nature of his ‘salvationfemmiibn,” Paul knows that Christ will be glorifiéd his life or
death only as he is filled with the Spirit of Chtigmself. That is, it is Christ resident in him the Spirit who will
be the cause of Paul’s—and therefore the gospelg-being brought to shame and of Christ’s being mifaeg
through him.”

® The word translated “earnest expectatiapdkaradokid pictures a person straining his neck to see vehatiead.
Paul isn't so much concerned with his temporamjdrihe is looking ahead to the testimony he widMe and
Christ’s ultimate fulfillment of His promises. Thoaly other use oapokaradokian the NT is Rom 8:19: “For the
anxious longingdpokaradokid of the creation waits eagerly for the revealifighe sons of God.”

" This Greek word has the basic meaning of “a baldiie speak” (1) in the presence of a superior (Ggadge, a
king, etc.) or (2) in tense situations (cf. Act&31:29, 31; Eph 3:12; 1 Tim 3:13; Heb 10:9; 1 J4HiV). This was
Paul’s recurrent prayer (cf. Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:3).

8 Constable writes, “The use of the passive ‘beteratather than the active ‘I exalt Christ’ is wwal. It reflects
Paul’s conviction that essentially the Christida Involves following the leading of God’s indwel§j Spirit rather
than seizing the initiative and doing things ford3of. Gal. 5:18).” Thomas L. Constable, “NotesRimilippians,”
2009 ed.www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/philippigrdf, 17.

° Cf. Rom 5:4 and context which, though using ahsligdifferent form of the verb, expresses simitanvictions.
Fee,Paul’s Letter to the Philippiansl36, suggests that Paul is “picking up a motifrfrthe Psalms, where the same
words (‘'shame’ and ‘be exalted’) often stand irl@mdtion (e.g., Ps 34:3-5 [LXX 33:4-6]; 35:26-274K 34:26-
27]).”

19 Silva, Philippians 70, writes, “For greater detail on Paul’s coni@ptcompare Rom. 5:3-5; in that passage,
which provides an interesting parallel, the apodéscribes the process that leads from tribuldtigipsis) to a
hope that does not make us ashamed.”

™ For a helpful discussion see Richard B. H&ehoes of Scripture in the Letters of PéNew Haven, CT: Yale
University, 1989), 21-24.

2 0'Brien, Commentary on Philippiand08—10 and Fe®aul’s Letter to the Philippiand28—32 also use the term




“vindication,” yet they understand Paul’s vindicatito be in reference to his eternal salvation.

13 E.g., Romans 8:29-39; Eph 1:3-14; 2 Tim 1:12.

14 See also Bob Deffinbaugh, “Paul’s Perspective i@ &nd Death” (Phil 1:18b—26) ifo Live Is Christ: A Study
of the Book of Philippiansvww.bible.org

15 Kenneth BoaReflections Newsletteduly 1987.

18 Grant C. Richison, “The Epistle of Paul the Apest the Philippians™
versebyversecommentary.com/1995/10/17/philippie2@hl

" Bonnie B. Thurston and Judith M. Rya#hilippians and PhilemarSacra Pagina (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical
Press, 2009), 62.

18 See BDAG s.vkerdos

19 Bruce Goettsche, “Finding Joy in the Difficult Tés - part II” (Phil 1:19-26):
www.unionchurch.com/archive/110500.html

20 probably no verse better summarizes Paul’s |d@ thhil 1:21. However, Paul’'s words in Gal 2:20 gegainly
comparable: “I have been crucified with Christ; d@nid no longer | who live, but Christ lives in mend thdife
which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in éhSon of God, who loved me and gave Himself uprfer’

2 paul uses the term “fruitk@rpog to refer to his missionary endeavors in Rom 1¢L8o not want you to be
unaware, brethren, that often | have planned toectitnyou (and have been prevented so far) so thallobtain
some fruit karpog among you also, even as among the rest of théil€zh

2 |nterestingly, Paul’s only other use of the veumechq“hard-pressed”) is found in 2 Cor 5:14: “For ibge of
Christ controls $unechdus, having concluded this, that one died fortakrefore all died.”

2 The only other NT use @naluo(“depart”) is found in Luke 12:36: “Be like men wiare waiting for their master
when he returnsghalud from the wedding feast, so that they may immedjabpenthe doorto him when he
comes and knocks.”

% Analuowas used for the losing of an anchor. The greaelégrammarian, A.T. Robertson, translates the,term
“To weigh anchor and out to sea.”

% Alec Motyer, The Message of Philippian$he Bible Speaks Today series (Leicester, Endglmdners Grove, IL
InterVarsity, 1984), 88.

% Note the use again of the adjective ‘all’ when|Raentions the Philippian believers. F@aul's Letter to the
Philippians, 152 writes, “This otherwise unnecessary mentiotalifmost likely points to the friction that is
currently at work among them.”

%" Thielman writes, “The termrokope(‘advancement, progress’) appears in only one gihesage in the New
Testament (1 Tim. 4:15), and Paul’s use of it atlieginning and end of this section probably hdeeper meaning
than is readily apparent, especially in translatiéa is showing his readers both the boundari¢se§ection itself
and its primary concern, although at one levelpingose of the section is to inform the Philippiabsut Paul's
circumstances. At a deeper level it shows how Gatlivancing ‘the gospel’ and ‘the faith’ througbgh
circumstances. Frank Thielmaphilippians NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zonderva895), 58.
2 The Greek phrase may be translated “your boastigoverflow in Christ Jesus because of me,” osibbg
“your boasting in me may overflow in Christ JestBDAG s.v.kauchemdl translates this phrase as “what you can
be proud of.” SilvaPhilippians 75, convincingly argues for the translation: teat your boasting may abound in
Christ Jesughrough my ministryvhen | return to you.”

2 Constable, “Notes on Philippians,” 18.

30 Kenneth BoaReflections NewsletteBeptember 1987.




