“Delight in the Midst of Disaster” (Philippians 1:12-18a)

[Play Handel's “Hallelujah Chorus”]. What you justened to was Handel's great “Hallelujah Chorus.”

When Handel wrote the “Hallelujah Chorus,” his hieand his fortunes had reached an all-time lows. Hi

right side had become paralyzed, and all his mevasy/gone. He was heavily in debt and threatendd wit
imprisonment. He was tempted to give up the fiflhe odds seemed entirely too great. And it thas

he composed his greatest workdessialt

Today you may be going through one of the loweasaies in your life. Perhaps you've recently been
diagnosed with cancer and you’re wondering whafuhge holds for you and your loved ones. Maybe
you just lost your job and you don'’t see how Gon peovide for you and your family during this tirng
economic uncertainty. Perhaps your parents aragettdivorce and you're scared and angry. Maybe a
family member or friend just passed away and yautdamow how you can carry on. Whatever you're
going through today, | want you to know there ip&noGod wants to work in and through you in the
midst of your pain. But as you know, the Christiif®can be bittersweet. It's bitter when you expece
suffering and loss. Let's face it, trials and trdigs are awful! No one loves suffering and hard$hip
Nevertheless, the Christian life is also sweehagense that our suffering is never wasted on Bed.
works His purposes even in the midst of your plirfact, God will do some of His best work in and
through you when you are in the midst of personals

Paul shares from personal experience that youpeetige in times of pain makes all the differefce.
You'll see that the question Paul asks himselis fis what's happening to me fair?” Rather, hegm
this question: “Is what's happening to me acconhiig something for God? Is it furthering His purpss
in the world?* If you reflect on this question, you will discovbatyou can have your best witness in
your worst circumstancesn Philippians 1:12—18aPaul shares two encouraging realities about
adversity. These realities will give you even geeabnfidence in the power of the gospel.

1. Adversity advances God's kingdon{1:12—14).Paul is going to challenge you to view your adugrsi
in light of its kingdom contribution. In doing sle insists that adversity does not stymie the dpspe
rather, it advances the gospel. Paul puts it lii& tNow | want you to know, brethren,’ that my
circumstances have turned out for the greater progess of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in
the cause of Christ® has become well known throughout the whole praet@n guard and to

everyone else’(1:12-13). Paul opens with the important phrasewN want you to know.” This phrase
introduces something importahiere, it functions as a topic sentence for all toows through 1:26°
(Paul begins the body of his letter in 1:12 andiits through 4:9%j In 1:12, Paul explains that his
“circumstances have turned out for the greaternessgof the gospel.” What are Paul’s specific
circumstances?He is serving a prison sentence in Rome and i$ like$y in the custody of the
“praetoriari® guard.” These are elite troops housed in the eonisgualace They are a specialized,
handpicked, military group. They were Caesar’s @arsonal bodyguards—strong, courageous, brilliant,
sophisticated, young men—kind of a mixture of WRsint and the Secret Service. They served in the
palace guard for twelve years, protecting Caesduganrding the prisoners, who, like Paul, had aiepea
to him. After twelve years they transitioned intber influential careers. Some went on to be the
commanding generals of large forces. Others weatgablic office and became senators or ambassadors
to other countries. Still others advanced intotteechelons of business and industry. As a grinay,
were the movers and shakers of the future, thdapleaders, and kingmakers of the next generation.
They were a powerful and strategic group of yoummnif you wanted to influence the Roman Empire,
you couldn’t pick a better group to start with. Bvday Paul grinned to himself because, for twayea
one of them wore the other end of his chain, andifohours, had to stay within four feet of hime H
wasn't chained tthem they were chained tam!*° Literally, Paul had a captive audience with whoen h
shared Christ, which led to a chain reaction ofvessions throughout the whole Roman palfdce.




Paul’'s imprisonment led to “the greater progresthefgospel” (1:12). The noun “progresptgkopd™®
means “cut before” and speaks of the cutting cdith py pioneers to open the way for an army to
advance into new territory.Even though Paul’s imprisonment may have seerkedilisetback, it
actually served to advance the gospel among tmoReiine?® In God’s sovereignty, the Lord ordained
Paul’'s imprisonment in Rome so many people woultt tiee gospel who would not otherwise have
heard it.Furthermore, many of these people are significadtiafluential people, who in the future, have
a great impact for God. Although God closes a pridoor behind Paul, He opens a new door for the
gospel. Always remember, Jesus is Lord even imptisle has His people behind bars so they candprea
the gospel! This is why Paul cares more about thgrpss of the gospel than his own problems. He is
confident that God is always at work. And he bagthatyou can have your best witness in your worst
circumstances

Similarly, God uses your painful circumstancesdwamce His gospel. You may not like your job, your
school, your neighborhood, or your marriage, bud Gas you “chained up” to some people who need
Christ. Have you ever stopped to ponder the fatt@od placed you in your school so that you might
share Christ? Have you realized that God gave ymarticular job in order for you to share Christhwi
your boss and coworkers? Are you cognizant of dloethat God directed you to buy a house in a
particular neighborhood with neighbors who neeldar about His Son? There are no mistakes or
coincidences. God has a plan and He is advanciagikigdom through YOU.

Adversity will come to you sooner or later. Unfartidely, you're not given a choice about most of the
things that happen to you. | hate to break thigotg but you're in one of three situations: Eithieu're in
a trial right now, or you're just coming out ofréat, or you're about to enter a trial and just ddmow it
yet. Such is life this side of heaven. But oppdttuknocks whenever you experience a tragedy at. tri
Thus, you must train yourself to see every tragesig divine opportunity to advance the gospel. You
may one day lose a child, yet God can use thagdatp open doors for the good news of Christ. Your
spouse may leave you one day for someone elsé&adidnay use your loss for His gain. On a smaller
scale, you may get cut from a team or fail to géd the college you wanted to attend. Yet, God npgn
new doors to reach more students with His gospe. duestion is not, “Is what's happening to me?fair
but instead, “Is what's happening to me accomptiglsiomething for God? Is what’s happening to me
being useful to God in some way? Is it furtheririg purposes in the world?”

Paul concludes this section in 1:14 by explainingther way that God is using his imprisonméaid
that most of the brethren, trusting [having gained confidené® in the Lord because of my
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the wd of God without fear.” Paul’'s prison
sentence brought about greater boldness amongotharRChristian&’ Rather than laying low and
hiding out, these believers felt inspired by Paatsrage. Consequently, they are standing up bébdly
Christ and proclaiming Him in unprecedented fashigoparently, they figure, “If Paul can share Chris
in prison, why can't | do it as a free person?”dukse, when | hear about my brothers and sisters in
places like Sudan, North Korea, China, and Indiarageously sharing their faith amidst severe
persecution, | get motivated to boldly share Christ

Do you realize that your commitment to boldly sh@teist in the difficult circumstances of your liféll
embolden others to do the same? As a public s¢hacher, if you find ways to creatively share Ghris
when other Christian teachers find out about wiatgre doing, they are going to want to do the same
As a state employee, if you host a Bible study@ther Christian state employees find out about this
they may attempt to do the very same thing. Asldiphigh school student, if you host a prayer
gathering and Christian students from other scmtticts hear about it, they may follow suit ireith
school. You can have a powerful witness becauseg@dabldens us to proclaim Christ by observing the
witness of other believers. It will not be easyt you can have your best witness in your worst
circumstances



[Adversity advances God's kingdom because the wisrédl eyes and ears when Christians suffer. They
want to know how you will respond. When you trustiGt in the midst of your adversity the gospel
advances in and through you. A second reality géesgity is...]

2. Adversity reveals our priorities (1:15-18a)** In the midst of trials and suffering, you find autat is
really important to you. Adversity serves as a true tyetck. In these verses you will see how Paul’s true
passion and priorities reveal themselves. In 1:I%elwritesSome, to be sure, are preaching Christ
even from envy and strife, but some also from goodill; the latter do it out of love, knowing that |
am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the fimrer proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition
rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause medistress in my imprisonment.” If you read
through these verses carefully, you ought to béagring, “Can you believe this? What in the wordd i
going on here? It's not bad enough that Paul fgigon, now he has some preacfangho are hoping to
rub salt in his wounds! Who are these devils? Bifstl, we must recognize that these are not false
teachers? they are selfish teachéfsPaul is clear in 1:15 and 17: these preachersipr€hrist,” but
they do so from “envy and strife” and out of “selfiambition.” The word translated “selfish ambition
(eritheig) was used to describe a selfish worker interesitdgin his own pay or a politician in the
self-seeking pursuit of office regardless of medmshe same vein, with Paul in prison, there i&/ @0
perceived vacancy, and these preachers are alhgeekbe the top dog.They are petty, territorial,
calculating, and focused on self-promotion. Thesndranti-Christ, they are anti-Palil.

What bothered these preachers was that Paul widrsggeto much attention. As far as they were
concerned, he was just a little bit too famous—Higeshot apostle who came to town as an imperial
prisoner, guarded by Caesar’s personal bodyguAhdhe Christians in Rome were talking about him
and singing his praises. As a result, some ofdballpastors got a bit envious of all the attenBail

was getting. Who was he to come into their city getall the praise after they'd been there forgea
So, some of them took advantage of the situatidhatothey, too, would become more prominent. & wa
kind of a rivalry with then? Perhaps they said things like this: “You know howch we love and
respect our dear brother Paul. No one loves hinerti@n we do. However, it seems as if Paul causes
trouble wherever he goes. Someone stones himeprattiest him, or he has to sneak out of townen th
middle of the night. We don't like to mention ityfthere are bad rumors about him back in Jerusdlem
personally don't believe them, but we can'’t refbem out of hand. It's possible he’s guilty of the
charges against him. He’s a wonderful preacherhbeems to stir up trouble in every city. Frankly
think it's extremely embarrassing to have an esezbapostle in jail...and in Rome of all places. Ppsha
it would be better if Paul had never come to oty. ¢h any case, he can hardly be our spiritualéea
while he’s in jail. Let's agree to pray for him aask God to release him and send him somewhere-else
preferably a long way from heré”

Fortunately, Paul could always fall back on thosmaphers who proclaimed the gospel from goodwil an
out of love for him (1:16). These pastors recogniteat God had placed Paul exactly where He wanted
him. The word translated “appointed&e{ma) was a military term indicating a military assigemt or
orders. In other words, the good pastors knew@uat had assigned Paul to his chains and to a countr
appearance before Caesar; God had ordered himtthéedend the gospel at the highest level in the
Roman Empire. They wanted to do their part wheeg trould.

So how does Paul respond to these two types oflpees? In 1:18a, he closes with some astonishing
words:“What then? Only that in every way, whether in preense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed;
and in this | rejoice.”® The phrase “What then?” means, “What do | say at@i?” or even, “So
what?® This question refers back to 1:15-2 Paul is essentially saying, “All that | know istgospel
is being proclaimed...it is advancing! And that tisrihy heart! | rejoice!” His sentiments are thasit
better for people with impure motives to preachi§€hhan they not preach Him at all. After all, “Mdo
is not against you is for you” (Luke 9:50). Supsiag Paul is like trying to sink a cork in a bath!



Paul can exude this attitude because he is conswittethe gospel. Ultimately, he is not concernethw
his own reputation, ministry, or happiness. RatRauyl wants the success of the gospel—he longs for
to advance. What an example! All kinds of issugsfar our attention: abortion, pornography, media
bias, economic injustice, racial discriminatiorgsdism, sexism, to name a few. These are important
issues, but the great danger is that we becomassigmate or concerned about these issues that the
gospel is marginalized.This has been happening in the Protestant chorgjefirs! But when the gospel
is preached by gospel-focused people, God transftienculture. The key is “to keep the main thimg t
main thing.” Life does not revolve around being pigpmarried, raising the perfect family, makindpa

of money, or being successful in your job. Lifeakres around preaching the gospel of Jesus Cbrast t
lost and dying world. For Paul, the “main thing'te gospel. And in the gospel, Paul will rejoice!

Undoubtedly, though, the slander of these preadhetsPaul deeply. It must have broken his heart to
know that some of his brothers were using his prisoe against him. Nevertheless, Paul has a kag he
and broad shoulders, and he knows people ofteheddght things for the wrong reasons. This is \why
1 Cor 4:1-5, Paul himself says, “I don’t judge other myself; | leave that to the Lord Jesus Christ
(paraphrase).

It is critical to follow Paul's example and not getught up criticizing the methods and motivestbéo
ministries. This is counterproductive for seveesgsons: (1) Criticism is addictive, because ittcan

you away from your own faults and breeds a spirgtatf-righteousness and intolerance. | don’t know
about you, but | have enough sins and weaknesseartg about in my own life and ministry. (2)

Criticism diverts an extraordinary amount of timmelanergy away from the positive proclamation of
Christ. There are too many Christian witch huntens are known for who and what they are against. We
ought to be for Christ and His gospel, (3) Criticistirs up divisiveness and disunity before theldvor

This leads unbelievers to say, “I'd rather be athiar or the country club where people love me. The
church shoots its own wounded and is full of batikfi” We must be sensitive to this objection and
change the world’s perspective. Let us begin byerating for the faith and not with the faithffil.

As you contend for the faith and proclaim Christi\zan experience joy. It's been said, “If we sesud

in our circumstances, then we will see our circamegs in Jesus.” Paul lived this! Remember, Paul is
writing this letter from a Roman prison. Furthereadive of Paul’s thirteen letters were writtenrfro
prison® Paul would not let himself give way to self-piiye knows that in order to exude joy in the midst
of adversity he must see adversity from an etgreedpective. The key to his joy was between his.ear
Over thirty times in Philippians Paul refers to thid or to remembering. When joy has leaked out of
your life, the leak is between your ears. You nahstnge your thinking so that you can experience joy
once again. May you do so tod3ou can have your best witness in the worst ofstime

My seminary classmate and dear friend, Mike Pallilieeas diagnosed with cancer this past Januaoy. F
the last six months Mike and his wife Janet, alaitl their two young boys, Titus and Simeon, have
been through the most difficult season of theiirerives. Mike has been on the verge of passingyaw
due to various complications throughout this ordelal and his family have experienced every human
emotion imaginable. Yet, throughout this traumatideal, the Paolicelli’'s have not wavered in tfaith.
They have resolutely believed that God has a perpotheir personal suffering. They have been aghod
to countless people throughout the world.

This past Tuesday, Mike was in for his tenth chéreatment. Janet and the boys decided to visit Mtke
the start of his treatment. This was a rare ocogadecause children are not officially allowedha
cancer infusion area. While Mike was waiting hisitthis boys became a bit rambunctious. (Can you
blame them?) Simeon was patrticularly talkative laod, causing distraction for the other chemo
patients.



Mike’s attending nurse, who had never treated hafote, came up to them and said, “Would you like a
private room where you and your family can sit?7sTtad never happened before, so the Paolicelli's
took advantage of this opportunity to have soméuded family time. Eventually, it was time for Jane
and the boys to leave and for Mike to begin hist fthemical injection.

Just before giving the injection, this nurse s&, | hear you're a pastor?” Mike responded
affirmatively.

The nurse replied, “I'm Catholic. But | have so mauestions, and | want more.”
Mike asked, “Do you mind if | ask you a question?”
“Sure,” the nurse said.

“On a scale of 1-10, where 10 is, ‘| am absoluseise,’ and 1 is, ‘| am absolutely unsure,” would \gay
that your sins are forgiven and that if you werstand before God today, He would let you into
heaven?”

“I'm a 5,” replied the nurse.
Mike asked, “Would you like to know for certain yasins are completely forgiven?”
“Yes, | would,” she responded.

Mike then shared the gospel with this nurse andadvher to trust in Christ. The nurse came and sat
down with Mike and she prayed to believe in Chaisher Savior!

God used Mike’s cancer and his loud boys to orcagsh set of circumstances to bring a young riarse
Charlotte, NC to faith in Christ. Mike put it likkis: “Does it get any better than this? Don't thfor a
minute that God can't or doesn’t use your diffimstfor a purpose larger than yourself. He dd&&bd
can use your adversity in the same way. Whatevwgre/going through today, pray: “Lord, help me to
submit to You and trust You in the midst of my paiay | only care about how my trial advances your
gospel.”
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Scripture References
Philippians 1:12-18
Jeremiah 17:9-10

Job 13:12-19

Acts 4:1-22

Acts 28:30-31

2 Timothy 2:8-10

John 15:18-25; 16:1-4, 33

Study Questions

1.

What has been the worst thing that has ever hapgenae? How did | feel when this ordeal began?rGiaee
how did my perspective and attitude change? WhhGdid teach me through this traumatic period inlife$
How has this low point in my life prepared me talargo future trials? Read James 1:2-12.

In the midst of my adversity, how has God openentslfor me to share Christ? How have people resgbnd
when they have observed my joy and confidencedar_tivd during these awful circumstances? What ¢urest
did people ask me? What comments did they make? didwrespond to their questions and comments?tWha
would | say differently today as a result of studyPhilippians 1:12-187?

Who has observed my personal suffering? How haadwgrsity encouraged these individuals to boldlg for
Christ and proclaim Him? What testimonies havedrtidrom others as a result of my life and witndde@
can | consciously take my eyes off of myself anbaly encourage those who are in my sphere ofiénite?

What is my attitude toward those Christians whaorsezwant the worst for me? Read Romans 12:18. tow
| flesh this principle out in my own life? How caadopt Paul’s optimistically eternal perspectiv&®v does
Philippians 1:15-17 help me understand God'’s siayetg? How can | use these verses to encourage othe
brothers and sisters in Christ?

Can | honestly say that my passion in life is togaim the gospel of Jesus Christ? If not, whapke®ae from
being consumed with this good news? How can | fi@flame of my zeal for Jesus Christ? Who is tHddxt
witness | know? Will | strive to spend some timehathis person? Will | take steps this week to ehlasus
Christ with my neighbors, coworkers, and classniates
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