“Who is Jesus?” (Matthew 16:13-16)

My dad has always enjoyed following baseball. Assult, | grew up watching baseball, playing
baseball, and collecting baseball cards. In mye&dryas a fan I've watched many great players.ifviet,
were to rattle off some of my childhood favoritessnof you would not recognize their names. Most of
these players are long forgotten. They are yesgerae@ws. Bigger, stronger, quicker, and younger
athletes have replaced them. This is a realithefgame.

When it comes to every form of sports and entemtaim we see a revolving door of celebrities. tius

with the old and in with the new. However, therarisexception to this rule. His name is Jesus Chris
Jesus has defied human history for 2,000 yearss He most talked about Person in this world. €her

has been more written about Jesus than anyonadtse world. There have been more songs sung about
Jesus than anyone else in the world. There haverheee movies made about Jesus than anyone else in
the world. We are left with the conclusion that redame is fleeting, Christ's fame is forever.

We are going to answer the most important questiduman history, “Who is Jesus?” The most critical
issue of the Christian faith is the identity of desf Nazareth. Christianity stands or falls on Wwaeus
Christ is. What He said, did, and taught are ingoarbut they are not foundational. Jesus’ ideliitye

is more than just the founder of Christianity; ideChristianity. If you substitute anyone else fesus—
Christianity will collapsé.

In Matthew 16, we find one of the most importantgages in the entire Bible. This is the turningipioi
Jesus’ earthly ministry. It is also the apex of téigching ministry. Knowing the future, Jesus meali
that His own death at Jerusalem was quickly appiogcHe had, therefore, to enlist some
representatives whom He could leave behind to armdis work.

1. Who does the world say Jesus1g16:13-14)Verse 13 begins a new section where Jesus withdraws
“into the district of Caesarea Philippi” for a time of secluded rest. Why did Jesus gotim®region?

He needed to get away with His disciples and tatk them about some confidential matters. At this
time, “He was asking His disciples, ‘Who do people sapat the Son of Marf is?” Jesus takes a

Gallup poll. He solicits popular opinions on who ideWas Jesus unaware of what people were saying
about Him? Of course not! Rather, He wanted theiliss to think through His identity (cf. Mark 9)33

Both Mark and Luke record this episode. Yet, neitfezount includes the titfSon of Man.”* Some

have understood the tittfS&on of Man”as a reference to Jesus’ humanity and “Son of @edpeaking

of His deity. This seems reasonable but it just ®m The term “Son of Man” carries with it bothet
presence of the Jewish Messiah and divine auth@dy Matt 12:3-8). Throughout Matthew’s gospel,
Jesus has been revealed as the Son of Man (cf7arl4), who is God Himself. Even in the way Jesus
posed this question, He is hinting at His identity.

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?In 16:14, the disciples answégome sayJohn the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."The disciplegive

four different opinions. Opinion on Jesus’ identitgs divided. Some thought He was John the Baptist,
risen from the dead (Herod Antipas’s view, Matt2)4Those who thought He was Elijah saw Him as
forerunner to a messiah still to comBome concluded that Jesus was the resurrectadidareprobably
because of similarities between the men and thigiistries. For example, both men had some strong
words for Israel and both combined authority arffesimg in their ministries. Perhaps the people
witnessed the conflict between Jesus and the oebgieaders of Israel and remembered Jeremiah’s
similar ministry. Possibly they had heard rumora @lot to get rid of Jesus even as there had been
against JeremiahStill other Jews thought Jesus was some otherreesad prophet.



Why was there such widespread confusion regardiags] identity? While most people in Jesus’ day
agreed that a messiah was coming, they were lod&ima political leader who would free the Jewish
people from the tyranny of Roman rule. They anétgg that the Messiah would establish His kingdom
in Jerusalem and from there extend God'’s reignstige and peace to all the nations of the world.

Jesus simply didn’t meet their expectations. Thésmwwas the child of a peasant woman, born in aylowl
stable. He was raised in an obscure village arkiticas a carpenter. At thirty years of age He finecan
itinerant preacher. His followers were a motleywcrishermen, tax collectors, prostitutes, andettre
people. Jesus didn't pander to the religious ebtethe contrary, He condemned many as hypockHtes.
didn't seem concerned about ostracizing religiows olitically important people. He claimed that th
kingdom He came to establish was a spiritual one.

Jesus never went to college; He never held anepffie never wrote a book; He never put His foadies
a big city or government center; He never travébealhundred miles from the place He was born. He
never did any of the things that usually accompmmeatness. He simply didn't fit the image of what
people expected the “King of the Jews” would be.

Verse 14 tells us what people believed almost 2y@@0ds ago, but what do people believe today?
Mormons teach that Jesus is a man who achievetithirgs. They believe that He was a preexistent
spirit but they believe that about everyone. Theythat Jesus’ distinctiveness is not that He wad, G
but that He was God's firstborn spirit-child. JeabwVitnesses teach that Jesus is a created beimmg wh
was given the status of second-in-command. Thegumethat Jesus is a god, but not the Almighty God,
who is Jehovah. Instead, they say that Jesusreaged individual who is the second greatest pep$on
the universe. The Way International teaches thatslexistence began at His conception. They believ
that Jesus Christ's existence began when He waen@d by God'’s creating the soul-life of Jesus in
Mary. Muslims teach that Jesus is a prophet andemger of God. According to the tenets of Islam,
Jesus was only a messenger of Allah. They alstieayas a sinless prophet who never achieved the
greatness of the prophet Muhammed. Unitarians tdeathlesus is a great moral teacher. The Unitarian
church believes that Christ was sent to earthgreat moral teacher rather than as a mediator.

There has always been a great deal of discussiandieg Jesus’ identity. It is also clear that pedyave
always held varied opinions of HifrAll the ascriptions of 16:14 and the contempoexgmples express
great respect for Jesus, yet none is an adequgtense to what His ministry sets forth about Hispe
and His work. To the average person, Jesus wasdevaed one among many. Good, but thatBest;

great, but nothe Greatest; A prophet, but nibte Prophet. However, these views will never do. It
condemns Him with faint praise. If He were only e man He was a fraud because He claimed to be
equal with God the Fathér.

One of the most basic laws of logic is the law afi+stontradiction. This law states that if two stagats
about one particular issue contradict each othen {1) only one of them is true, or (2) they asthb
false. They cannot both be true in the same sersatahe same time. If someone says, “All dogsl she
hair,” and another person says, “Poodles don't $laéd’ then either both are wrong or one is ridfitey
both can’t be right® Since the major religions contradict one anotivercan apply the law of non-
contradiction. Either one of them is right, and test are wrong, or they all are wrong; they carmidie
right.

What do you say? Who is Jesus? What do you bedibuat His person and His work? Today, there is a
great interest in Jesus. Each and every one dfaugddsbe motivated to find out more about Him. For
those that have a relationship with Jesus, we oapstalize on the spiritual interest surroundingnHi
While people may not be so interested in churady #re certainly curious about Jesus. As a resalt,
must do all that we can to spread Christ's famefat wide.



2. Who does the Bible say Jesus?i$16:15-16) After listening to the popular opinions, Jesus ddKes
disciples,“But who do you say that | am?”(16:15)™ This is one of five occasions where Jesus used a
question to elicit a response of faith (cf. Ma@®:John 9:35; 11:25-26; 14:18)In this verse, Jesus is
getting very personal. If you were to look at a&@eanterlinear, you would see that the wéydu”

(humei3 is the first word in this question. The Greekgaage will often move words around for
emphasis? The “you” is not only emphatic; it is also plurdesus is asking this question of all His
disciples.

In 16:16, Simon Pet&ranswered‘You are the Christ,™ the Son of the living God.*® Peter denotes
two aspects of Jesus’ identity. Firstpu are the Christ.” Second;You are the Son of the living

God.” Each title was critical to His person and His wdit glad Peter never went to seminary. If he
had, he might have answered Jesus by saying, “\&4%1ys) you are the eschatological manifestatioheof t
imago del” Then Jesus would have said, “I'm what? Whatydid just call Me?*” Peter said, “You are
the Christ.” The central theme of the Old Testankéoly Books is the coming of the Messiah to estdbli
the kingdom of God among people. The Hebrew wordssiah” (neshiaf means “anointed one.” In
ancient times, kings, prophets, and high priestewaointed with holy oil to mark their appointmémt
office. The prophets used the proper name “Mesg@mnéfer to the One who would be anointed and sent
by God—the Prophet-Priest-King whose birth the Hadoks foretold. [The Greek translation of the
word “messiah” isChristos—which is one of the names of Jesus: Jesus Christ.]

Peter went on to say that Jesus was$uoa of the living God.” Jesus was unique among men. In
Matthew 1:23, Jesus is given the title “Immanuel. d®ath us.” Prior to this, the virgin birth was
emphasized because it validates Jesus as Godsfi@lkhost Larry King, was asked, “If you could skle
any one person across all of history to intervietwp would it be?” Mr. King’s answer was that he \bu
like to interview Jesus Christ. When the questidokbowed with, “And what would you like to ask
Him?” King replied, “I would like to ask Him if Hevas indeed virgin-born. The answer to that question
would define history for me'®

It should be noted that there had been other csiofes of faith prior to this one. In John 1:49, iatiel
had confessed Christ as the Son of God and thipldistad declared Him God’s Son, after He stittesl
storm (Matt 14:33). Peter had given a confessiditti when the crowds left Jesus after His sermmon
the Bread of Life (John 6:68-69). How then did thimfession differ from those that preceded it? To
begin with, Jesus explicitly asked for this confesslt was not an emotional response from peopie w
had seen a miracle, but the studied and sincarstat of a man who had been taught by God.

Also, Jesus accepted this confession and built wntéach His disciples new truth. He must have
rejoiced to hear to hear Peter’s words. The Lomlkthat Peter could now be led into new steps of
deeper truth and service. All of our Lord’s minystrad prepared the way for this experiefice.

3. Who do you say Jesus &If Peter is right, if there is even the remotesigbility that Jesus Christ is
God, then it is crucial that everyone investigaie matter. For if Jesus is God, then what He sagsit
sin, salvation, judgment, and everything else rbegtrue. Our eternal destiny rests on our answtreto
guestion, “Is Jesus really God?”

In his famous bookylere Christianity C.S. Lewis makes this statement, “A man who waseig a man
and said the sort of things Jesus said would natdreat moral teacher. He would either be a loradin
the level with a man who says he is a poached egdre-aould be the Devil of hell. You must take your
choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of Godls® a madman or something worse. You can shut him
up for a fool or you can fall at his feet and ¢aith Lord and God. But let us not come with any
patronizing nonsense about His being a great huesher. He has not left that open toUs.”



Jesus could only have been one of four thingsgene, a liar, a lunatic—or Lord and God. Thereois s
much historical and archeological evidence to sugfis existence that every reputable historiareagy
He was not just a legentt He were a liar, why would He die for His clainhen He could easily have
avoided such a cruel death with a few choice woAts®, if He were a lunatic, how did He engage in
intelligent debates with His opponents or handéedtness of His betrayal and crucifixion while
continuing to show a deep love for His antagoniktsaid He was Lord and God. The evidence
supports that claim.

Where does this leave you? Do you believe thatsliesithe Christ, the Son of the living God"? Ifuyyoe
not persuaded, | urge you to read the Bible. Tkt lbe@ok for you to begin with is the book of Jolhhis
means you must not be like most Americans and theaBible like junk mail and not even read it!

Salvation isn’t about church, being good, or givingney. Salvation is about your soul and its eterna
destiny and your acknowledgement of who Jesus tdkri$he Bible says that when a person dies their
body is laid to rest but their soul goes eithelngaven or to hell, depending upon the decisionrnyake

in this life concerning Jesus. You see, it still99down to who you believe Jesus to be.

To spend eternity with God, the Bible states tlwat geed to recognize that you are a sinner thatwoe
born in sin and you willingly choose to sin, andrenthan that, recognize that your sin offends G,
while God despises sin, He loves you. Now you migiyt “Well, | believe God to be a God of love. He
could never harm me because of His great love,Yybutare wrong. God is a God of love, but He i als
a God of justice. His holy and righteous nature aeas justice. God cannot wink at sin. He cannot
overlook it, not for the best of men. To overlodk and let any man slide would be a slap in the fafc
the Christ who died for you. God demands paymensifg and Jesus died on the cross of Calvary, shed
His blood to make that payment. It is up to you thibe you receive that payment or not. You can efus
it and in essence say to God, “No thanks, I'll payown way.” But those words will result in you
spending eternity in hell. Will you acknowledgettiiau are a sinner and place your faith in Chilisha
for your salvation? Who is Jesus to you? You calk wat of here today with Jesus as your Savior, or
you can walk out of here with Jesus as your Jutligeyour choice.
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