
   

    Good Tidings 
   
         Northminster Presbyterian Church, Sarasota, FL             

Another new year is well underway as 
I write this article. Each year, in Janu-
ary, I set goals for myself in the spir-
itual, physical, and relational areas. 
For me, this is an important exercise 
because it gives me focus. A year ago I 
shared this quote with you, but I feel 
it is worth sharing again: 
 
“I hope that in this year to come, you 
make mistakes. Because if you are 
making mistakes, then you are mak-
ing new things, trying new things, 
learning, living, pushing yourself, 
changing yourself, changing your 
world. You're doing things you've 
never done before, and more  
importantly, you're Doing Some-
thing. So that's my wish for you,  
and all of us, and my wish for myself. 
Make New Mistakes. Make glorious, 
amazing mistakes. Make mistakes 
nobody's ever made before. Don't 
freeze, don't stop, don't worry that  
it isn't good enough, or it isn't per-
fect, whatever it is: art, or love, or 
work, or family, or life. Whatever it 
is you're scared of doing, do it.  
Make your mistakes, next year and 
forever.”              ― Neil Gaiman 
 
Wayne Gretzky said it this way – I 
miss 100% of the shots I never take. 
So shoot away – you never know what 
God will use or how he will use it! I 
think I will shoot at not being so task- 
oriented (sounds weird since I just 
wrote about setting goals) and slow 
down enough to be present with you 
all and enjoy the ministry of interrup-
tion. This is one of the difficult things 
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FEBRUARY 
 SERVICES 

 

 
Sundays at 
10:30 AM 

 

Rev. Wally Johnson 
 

 

February 3 
Good News 

Luke 4:17-30 
 

February 10 
What’s Love Got 

to Do With It? 
1 Corinthians 13 

 

See page 5 for details. 
 

February 17 
Guest Minister 

Lyn Olson 
 

February 24 
Kingdom Living  

Part 1 
Luke 6:17-26 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

for me and one that needs continued 
focus. 
 
I have asked Session to dream and 
help set goals for the church. I hope 
you pray for your Session and for me 
each day. Without the power of the 
Spirit, we cannot do anything of val-
ue. 
 
Let’s run this race with patience! 
 
In His Service, 

Pastor Wally 

Pastor’s Corner 

Does Your Life Matter-  
Why are We Here? 

 

Each Sunday in March,  
I will take up  
the big idea - 

Welcome to the Planet.  
– Why are we here?  

 

This will be a series designed 
to present the gospel to the 
needs of the Baby Boomer 

generation, as we often  
struggle with faith, church,  

and religion.  
Invite your unchurched friends  

to join us for this series.  
Take them to lunch  
after the service.  

You never know what God  
will use in the life of another! 

Pastor Wally 
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Let’s Get Together 

Bridge Marathon 
 
We will have bridge on the first 
Wednesday of the month through 
May. Please mark your calendars 
now for February 6th, March 
6th, April 3rd and May 1st.   
 
 

Presbyterians Eating Out 
 
The Olive Garden at 4420 14th 
St., Bradenton, is where we’ll meet 
for dinner on February 15, at 5:30.  
Their menu covers hearty Italian 
fare, the lighter Mediterranean diet, 
and a great selection of desserts. 
Please sign up in the Narthex so we 
can reserve seats. 
 
 

Bingo & Chili 
 

A Bingo & Chili Night will be held on 
Friday, February 22,  at 5:30, in 
the Fellowship Hall.  The cost is $10 
per person for chili and four games 
of bingo.  Additional cards will be 
available for $1 per game. Prizes will 
be awarded to the bingo winners!
Please make your check payable to 
NPC and write “Bingo” on the memo 
line.  Place your check in the offering 
or give to Matt Stevenson, Larry 
Barnhart or Joyce Johnson.  

Midday Music  
and History 

 
An exciting lineup of music per-
formances and history lectures 
has been scheduled for the 2019 
season! Browse the events, 
listed below, and mark your cal-
endars. All dates are Fridays 
and all events start at noon, last-
ing one hour. A reception, in the 
Fellowship Hall, follows each 
event. 
 
February 1:  Prof. Robert 
Barylski, University of South 
Florida, "From Stalin to 
Putin:  The Soviet Union/Russia 
in the Cold War" 
 
February 8:  Dr. Gloria Cook, 
Rollins College, Dr. Cynthia 
Lawning, Davidson College, duo 
piano concert 
 
February 15:  Prof. Alfred Eck-
es, "From Queen Vic to Truman 
and Trump: When the Lion 
Roared and the Eagle Soared" 
 
February  22:  The Blue 
Heron Sextet,  Harry Miedema, 
director  

 

The PW will hold a lunch and 
speaker program on Monday, 
February 11, at 11:30, in the 
Fellowship  Hall. The speaker is 
Robert Rogers, Activities Di-
rector of Friendship Senior Cen-
ter in Sarasota. Enjoy  your lunch 
while learning about this valuable 
resource in our community. Eve-
ryone is welcome - just let us 
know you’re coming by register-
ing on our sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex. 
   

 
February Meetings 

 
PW Coordinating Team: Mon-
day February 4, at 10:30 in Library 
 
Esther Circle: Thursday, Febru-
ary 7,  Jane Clark, Leader 
 
Mary Circle:  Wednesday, Febru-
ary 27,  Debbie Latimer, Leader 
 
Ruth Circle: Monday, February 
18,  Val Wilde, Leader 

Presbyterian Women 
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William and Sharon Hendry 
 
Winter residents, Bill and Sherry Hendry, of Ontario, Canada, have 
transferred their membership from Sarasota’s Church of the Palms to 
Northminster. 
 
Sherry finds enjoyment in many activities, including 
yoga, golf, crocheting, knitting, and puzzles.  Up north, 
she works at stables that provide horseback riding for 
handicapped children.  She is also a Deacon. 
 
Bill is a car dealer who enjoys playing bridge and build-
ing model ships. 
 
They have two children (son and daughter), two grand-
children, and two great grandchildren.   
 
We are pleased to welcome Bill and Sherry as members 
of the Northminster family.  
 

Evelyn (Yummie) House  
 
Yummie arrived in America in 1953, from her native Ger-
many. A now retired circus acrobat, she has performed 
with her brothers and sisters in France, Italy, Switzerland, 
Bulgaria, and England, as well as the United States.  Her 
mother was German and her father was Chinese.  
 
Yummie enjoys knitting and reading history. She learned 
about Northminster through her friends, Ron and Jackie 
Conner.  
 
We  are delighted to welcome Yummie as a member of the 
Northminster family.  

Meet Our New Members 

Connections... 
 
Your invitation to our guests to come with you to worship is essential.  
Research has always shown that almost 90% of guests come because  
of a personal invitation. Equally important is the welcome of the church when  
we have guests. We do not want to inundate and overwhelm, but we must be the  
welcome face of Christ to our guests. Two suggestions: 1. At our fellowship events,  
sit with those you do not already know and get to know some new folks; 2. The first three minutes 
after the worship service find someone you do not know and engage them in conversation. Bring 
them to Pastor Wally and introduce them. In order to not embarrass yourself, you might simply say 
- Hi, I do not think I know your name - my name is___. And simply begin a conversation. 
 
Connections are important! 



Bible Mission, USA 
 

Dr. Paul Eckel and Bible Mission USA 
have completed the translation of The 
Gospel of Mark  into conversational 
English. This follows the very suc-
cessful Gospel of John, which has 
been released in conversational Eng-
lish and Spanish.   
 
If you would like to make a donation 
to the publication of this Gospel, 
please designate your Mission Offer-
ing for “BMUSA.” 
 

 
All Faiths Food Bank 

 

AFFB is the hub of hunger relief in 
Sarasota county, providing food for 
families with children, the elderly, 
the unemployed, and low-income 
earners. Every month a yellow barrel 
full of food is picked up from the 
Narthex. Monthly collections weigh 
anywhere from 12o to over 200 
pounds. Some of the most needed 
items are: rice, dried beans, canned 
fruit and vegetables, canned meat 
and tuna, peanut butter, jelly, pasta, 
and canned tomato sauce. Please do 
not donate food in glass containers. 

 
Safe Place and  

Rape Crisis Center 
 

Last year SPARCC provided safe 
shelter for almost 400 adults 
and children and advocacy ser-
vice to over 2,000 survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual 
abuse. In addition, thousands 
more in the community were 
helped with services such as 
their 24-hour Crisis Helpline, 
legal and therapy services, 24-
hour Hospital On-Call Response 
and Prevention Education in 
area schools.   
 
SPARCC is the only state-
certified center for domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
services for Sarasota and 
DeSoto Counties.   All of their 
programs and services are pro-
vided confidentially and free of 
charge.  
 
To designate your mission offer-
ing for this cause, please note 
“SPARCC” on your envelope or 
the memo line of your check.  
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Mission Ministry 

Beth-El Farm Workers Ministry 
 

Beth-El helps farm workers achieve self-
sufficiency through worship, education, 
and the many services it provides to meet 
basic needs.  
 
Northminster collects clothing for the 
workers, specifically pants, white t-shirts, 
underwear, work boots, socks, and baseball 
caps. Household items and toys may be do-
nated to their resale shop. 
 
At this time Beth-El and Northmin-
ster cannot accept any clothing,  
other than that requested for the 
workers.  

Beth-El Requests 
 
Baseball Caps 
 
 

White T-shirts and 
Long-sleeved shirts 
 
 

Jeans &  
new underwear 
 
 

Socks & 
Work boots/shoes 
 
Sizes Small & Medium 



Your 2018 Mission Gifts at Work 
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In 2018 the NPC congregation  
contributed generously to our gen-
eral mission fund with gifts total-
ing $8,104.45! 
 
In addition we received gifts desig-
nated for the following Missions 
and Special Offerings, as follows: 
 

SPARCC                       $    360.00 
Resurrection House               565.00 
Bible Mission USA                   931.00 
Beth-El Farm Ministries     1,838.00 
Kirkuk Church             1,341.00  
Free Wheelchair                820.00 
All Faiths Food Bank   380.00 
Christmas Joy Offering        1,227.00 
One Great Hour              1,322.00 
Pentecost Offering    318.00 

 

                                 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING                                   
                                  February 24, at 11:30  

                                 immediately after the Worship Service 
 

                                          At this meeting we will review  
                                         the annual report & the 2019 budget, 
                  vote on the pastor’s terms of call, 

                                          and elect officers.  

More than 1,650 pounds of 
food were sent to All Faiths 
Food Bank. Toiletries and 
shoes were collected for Resur-
rection House; used cell 
phones for SPARCC; and over 
30  trips were made to Beth-El 
with donations of clothes and 
household items.  
 
In 2018 we participated in 
hands-on missions with Kids 
Against Hunger, Day-4-Hope, 
Crop Walk, and the Blessing 
Box.  
 
We look forward to more Mis-
sion Action in 2019. 

Our 2018 Crop Walk team 

 

On Sunday, February 10, we will honor all our couples who 
have been married for 50 years or more.  

This is a wonderful milestone to be celebrated and  
enjoyed and we want to be part of that.  

Make plans to attend and be a part  
of this day of celebration. 
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Prayer Chain News 

Also new to the collection is “A 
Golfer’s Little Devotional Book.” 
Hope all you golfers will enjoy 
reading these . 
 

Bonnie Kiger 

Librarian 

Long ago, when someone in the 
church learned of another’s illness, 
that person would telephone a cou-
ple of people asking for prayers for 
the friend and then those two peo-

ple would call two more peo-
ple, and then two more would 
be recruited, etc.   This is how a 
phone “prayer chain” was 
formed.   Even though “word of 
mouth” was slow, it was still 
wonderful and comforting to 
know that some others would 
eventually be praying for that 
person who was hurting. 
 

With technology came the capabil-
ity of notifying, by email, a large 
number of people quickly when 
prayer is needed.  Just the strokes 
of a few keys on the computer puts 
you immediately in touch with 
many.  So, it is still a “chain” of 
communication, and still very 
much needed. 
 
As Christians we know that our 
Heavenly Father always hears our 
prayers and He is pleased when we 
lift up someone to Him in prayer.  
Now just imagine what POWER 
there is, when 67 DIFFERENT 
HOUSEHOLDS pray on your be-
half when a prayer request is made!   
Yes friends, currently the Team is 
comprised of that many compas-
sionate and prayerful people who 
respond to the needs of others by 
offering a prayer on their behalf. 

News From the Church Library 

You may remember that Pastor 
Chris signed his Good Tidings ar-
ticles with “In His Grip.”  I didn’t 
realize this was actually a book 
title until  I processed the three 
copies we now have in the  library 
along with the companion study 
guide.     
 

It has been quite a while since 
the Prayer Team has been updat-
ed, and our church has taken in a 
sizable number of new members 
and friends.  It is important to 
know that being added as a mem-
ber of the Team is NOT AUTO-
MATIC.  You must indicate that 
you wish to become a member.  
And by the way, as a member of 
the Team, there are no tests, no 
committee meetings, no dues, no 
special requirements other than 
your willingness to offer a quiet 
prayer in your own home when 
you receive a request.    
 
I especially invite any questions 
you may have as to how to join in 
and what to do when you receive 
a prayer request.  Please contact 
me in care of the church office: 
office@npcsarasota.org. And to 
anyone who is currently receiving 
prayer requests as a member of 
the Team and wish to have your 
name removed, kindly let me 
know. 
 
Sincere thanks to the Team for 
their faithful dedication in pray-
ing for others.  You are a real 
blessing to the church! 

          Jeanne Peters  



TIDINGS                      Page 7 

                      Financial Update 
    
             Operating Fund Results    Cornerstone 
        December 2018           End of Year 2018   
 
Income                            $45,120.68            $ 325,363.01 Charles Schwab              $434,879.86 
Expenses  $28,603.02            $ 342,696.70 
Net Income              $16,517.66          <$   17,333.69>   
 
  Operating Fund Balance  Mortgage Balance as of 12/31/19 
 
Iberia Bank  $122,987.74            $226,880.48 
PILP Money Market $  22,800.87    Required Monthly Payment         $   2,184.74 
   $145,788.61    Breakdown:  Principal  $   1,367.16 
          Interest   $      817.58 
     Capital Campaign Fund Balance  Revised Payment Estimate   $   2,184.74 
Scott Trade  $     100.13    Interest Rate:  3.9720 
PILP Money Market $32,088.80 
               $32,188.93     Bob Silver, Treasurer 

                                                   

Northminster’s 2018 Annual Re-
port will be available in early 
February. It provides a summary 
of activities, events, and 
committee endeavors from the 
past year. Look it over and you 
will gain a richer appreciation   
of the vitality of this Christian 
community.  
 

Pick up your copy of the Annual 
Report in the Narthex. It may 
also serve to inspire you to join a 
committee or study group, or to 
get involved in church life in 
other ways.   
 

2018 Church Annual Report 

2018 Contribution Statements 

The Contribution Statements for 
2018 were mailed recently.  This 
Statement itemizes all gifts to the 
church during 2018, including 
pledges, capital campaign, mission 
gifts, flowers, etc. and can be used 
in filing your income tax returns.  

 
Please review your statement care-
fully.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Isabel Oake in the 
church office. 
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Office Hours: 
   

Mon—Thurs: 9:00 - 3:30     
Fri:  9:00 - 2:00 

 
 

Deadlines  
   

     Announcements for the 
Sunday bulletin are due in 
the office by noon on the 
Wednesday before.   

 

    Session Reports are due  
in the office by Wednesday, 
February 13, for the 
meeting on  February 20.  

 

        Good Tidings deadline:  
Please submit all articles, 
reports, and announcements 
for the March newsletter by 
Friday, February 15, to 
office@npcsarasota.org. 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back 
 Seasonal Friends 

 
For those who are in Sarasota 
only part of the year, it can be 
easy to overlook filing address 
changes with everyone.  If you 
follow a fairly regular schedule, 
you’ll only have to notify us  one 
time! Notify the office of the 
dates when you usually change 
address and our database 
program will automatically 
update your address every year!   
 
Please call 355-4729 or email 
(0ffice@npcsarasota.org) 
with this information so that we 
can send statements, news-
letters, and other corres-
pondence to the correct address. 
 

        
Isabel Oake 
Office Administrator 

1  B.J. Dotzour 
 Bill Manning 
6  Bill Marvin 
 Ellen Roth 
 Audrey Sagers 
7  Joyce Johnson 

Office Notes 

9  David Gleeson 
11 Judy Egan 
13  Jerry Landis 
23  Ron Myers 
 Mary Ribeiro 
27  Rich Rhodes 
 Tim Underwood 
 

February Birthdays 



Northminster Presbyterian  Church   2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

  
  

 
 

1 

12Midday  
       History-S 
2 Line Dance-FH 
 
 

2 
11 Handbells 
Rehearsal (S) 

3 
9 Bible Study-FH 
9:15 Handbells-S 
9:34 Choir-S 
10 Iglesia-EB 
10:30 Worship/ 
       Communion 
 

 4 
9:30 Band-S 
10:30 PW Coor- 
dinating Team-L 
3:30 Bells-FH 
5:30 Fellowship 
    Committee-L 
6 AlAnon-EB 
7 Scouts-FH/EB 

5  
9:30 Jazz band  
        rehearsal-S  
10 Bible Study-FH 
11:15 Staff-L 
12 Worship-L 
4 Bible Study-FH 
6 AlAnon-EB 
7 Rose Group  
Women’s AA-FH 

6 
10 Tai Chi-FH 
10:30 Artists-EB 
10:30 Member 
    ship Com. L 
1  Bridge-FH 
 
 

 

7 9:30 Band-S 

10 Bible Study-FH 
12 Esther Cir-L 
1:30 Finance –L 
2 Bible Study at 
the Inspired Liv.  
6 Al-Anon-EB 
6:45 Choir-S 
7:30 Iglesia Bible  
     Study-EB 

8 
8:30 ROMEO  
     & JULIET 
12 Midday  
     Music-S 
2 Line Dance-FH 
2 LR Falls-EB 

 

 
 

9 
 

10 
9 Bible Study-FH 
9:45 Choir-S 
10 Iglesia-EB 
10:30 Worship-S 
11:30 Golden  
   Sunday Recept. 
3Suncoast Band  
   Concert-S 

 
 

11 
10 LR Falls-EB 
11:30 PW Pro 
          gram-FH 
3:30 Bells-FH 
6 AlAnon-EB 
7 Scouts-FH/EB 

 
 
 

129:30 Jazz band    

           rehearsal-S  
10 Bible Study-FH 
11:15 Staff-L 
2 Deacons  
4 Bible Study-FH 
6 AlAnon (EB) 
7 Rose Group  
Women’s AA-FH 

 

13 
10 Tai Chi-FH 
10:30 Artists-EB 
1:30 Mission –L 
2 LR Falls-EB 

 
Session  

Reports Due 

14 
9:30 Band-S 
10 Bible Study-FH 
10 LR Falls-EB 
10 Outreach &    
      Mkting-L 
2 LRFalls-EB 
6 Al-Anon-EB 
6:45 Choir-S 
7:30 Iglesia Bible 
        Study-EB 

15 
12 Midday  
     History-S 
2 Line Dance-FH 
2 LR Falls-EB 
5:30 Presbyterians 
         Eating Out 

 
Good Tidings  

Deadline 

 

16 
 

17 
9 Bible Study-FH 
9:45 Choir-S 
10 Iglesia-EB 
10:30 Worship-S 
3 Jazz Concert-S 

18 
10 Ruth Cir-L 
3:30 Bell Choir- 
        FH 
6 AlAnon-EB 
7 Scouts-FH/EB 

19 
9:30 Jazz band   
        rehearsal-S  
10 Bible Study-FH 
11:15 Staff-L 
4 Bible Study-FH 
6 AlAnon (EB) 
7 Rose Group  
Women’s AA-FH 

20 
10 Tai Chi-FH 
10:30 Artists-EB 
3 Seekers Sq-L 
7 Session –L 
 
 
 

21 
10 Bible Study-FH 
2 Bible Study at  
   Inspired Liv. 
6 Al-Anon-EB 
6:45 Choir-S 
7:30 Iglesia Bible      
   Study-EB 

22 
8:30 ROMEO  
     & JULIET 
12 Midday  
     Music-S 
2 Line Dance-FH 
5:30 Bingo &  
        Chili-FH 

23 
Boy Scouts-  
              FH 
 
 

24 
9 Bible Study-FH 
9:45 Choir-S 
10 Iglesia-EB 
10:30 Worship 
11:30 Annual  
        Meeting-S 

25 
9:30 Quartet  
       Practice-S 
3:30 Handbells-  
        FH 
6 AlAnon-EB 
7 Scouts-FH/EB 

26 
9:30 Jazz band  
         rehearsal-S  
10 Bible Study-FH 
11:15 Staff-L 
4 Bible Study-FH 
6 AlAnon (EB) 
7 Rose Group  
Women’s AA-FH 

27 
10 Tai Chi-FH 
10 Mary Cir.-L 
10:30 Artists-EB 
 

28 
9:30 Band-S 
10 Bible Study-FH 
6 Al-Anon-EB 
6:45 Choir-S 
7:30 Iglesia Bible      
   Study-EB 

  
 

Locations 
EB=Education Bldg. 
FH= Fellowship Hall 
L= Library 
S= Sanctuary 

* The Spanish-speaking  
congregation of  

Iglesia del Redentor, 
meets Sunday mornings  

& Thursday evenings 
in the Education Building. 
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PLACE LABEL HERE 

CURRENT RESIDENT 

“In God we trust” 

___ 
___ 

Northminster Presbyterian Church Sarasota Florida 

                                  Northminster Presbyterian Church 
                                             “Called by Christ. Sent by Christ.” 

 
 
  STAFF:       SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:30 a.m. 
  Rev. Wally Johnson,  Pastor    
 pastorwally@npcsarasota.org   OFFICE HOURS: 
  Isabel Oake, Office Administrator   9:00 AM - 3:30 PM  Monday—Thursday 
 office@npcsarasota.org    9:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Friday 
  Sally Kirby, Clerk of Session    PHONE:  941-355-4729 
   clerkofsession@npcsarasota.org   FAX:  941-351-2162 
  Edward L. Stiles, Jr., Music Director  E-MAIL:  office@npcsarasota.org 
    music@npcsarasota.org    WEBSITE:  www.npcsarasota.com  
  Gail Ofterdinger-Ledgister, Organist   
    
       
    
           
   

Northminster Presbyterian Church Good Tidings is published for members and friends  
of the church to promote its programs and the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

      
Please notify the office of any address, phone, or e-mail changes. 


