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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 

Page 4 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering

Page 3 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Page 10 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Forward this email

This email was sent to nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org by nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org | 
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

St. Michael's Episcopal Church | 647 Dundee Avenue | Barrington | IL | 60010

Page 11 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

The Sword

Your weekly connection with St. Michael's Episcopal Church 29 November 2012

In This Issue
+Advent is...

+Report on Stewardship
+Food for the Journey

+AWSM Advent 
Gathering

+Women in Need
+In the Parish Family
+Advent Quiet Day

+Wednesday Evening
Series

+Advent Pageant
+Christmas Flowers

+The Loving Memory 
Tree

+LYDIA Home 
Christmas

+Exploring Sacred Music
+Bells of St. Michael's

Concert
+Christmas Baskets Due

Dates
+Advent Program at 
Church of the Holy 

Apostles

Ministry

Quicklinks
- Our Website

Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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The Sword
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 

Page 1 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.

Page 2 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Page 10 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Forward this email

This email was sent to nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org by nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org | 
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

St. Michael's Episcopal Church | 647 Dundee Avenue | Barrington | IL | 60010

Page 11 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

The Sword

Your weekly connection with St. Michael's Episcopal Church 29 November 2012

In This Issue
+Advent is...

+Report on Stewardship
+Food for the Journey

+AWSM Advent 
Gathering

+Women in Need
+In the Parish Family
+Advent Quiet Day

+Wednesday Evening
Series

+Advent Pageant
+Christmas Flowers

+The Loving Memory 
Tree

+LYDIA Home 
Christmas

+Exploring Sacred Music
+Bells of St. Michael's

Concert
+Christmas Baskets Due

Dates
+Advent Program at 
Church of the Holy 

Apostles

Ministry

Quicklinks
- Our Website

Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.

Page 2 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 

Page 9 of 11News from St. Michael's Episcopal Church

11/29/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1111674...



The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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Did You Know?

....we will have "wild 
animals,""peacemakers" 
and a "prophet" at our
Advent Pageant on the 

16th of December?

This Sunday and This Week At St. Michael's

+Sunday, All-Generations Advent Celebration In the 
Community Room beginning at 9:45 a.m.
+Tuesday, Women's Advent Gathering, Sponsored by AWSM 
(All Women of St. Michael's), 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
+Saturday, Advent Retreat, with reflections by the Rev. 
Catharine Phillips, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Can you guess how many 2013 pledges we've received? 
(See the answer below ...)

ADVENT IS (FILL IN THE BLANK)
a letter to the people of St. Michael's from the Curate

Last week, on a bit of a whim, as I was thinking about Advent, 
I sent an e-mail out to a number of parishioners asking them 
to complete this sentence: Advent is (fill in the blank).  And, I 
got a number of beautiful responses which highlight the 
variety of associations Advent carries with it (responses). 
Technically, Advent is the season of preparation leading up to 
Christmas, but what does this look like and feel like in our 
lives?  And perhaps more importantly, what do we want it to 
be like?  How would you fill in the blank?  

All too often, what is meant to be a season of preparation, 
anticipation, and hope becomes filled with anxiety, guilt, and
exhaustion.  I don't know about you, but I am certainly NOT 
looking for ONE MORE THING to do. And yet during this 
season there are more parties, more dinners, more traveling, 
more Worship services, more learning opportunities, more 
pageants, more concerts... and on and on.  In the midst of all 
this MORE, what I am really looking for are things to do which
will help me grow into the person God is calling me to be.  
What I am looking for are times and spaces which will remind 
what this season is all about.  What I am looking for are
practices which will prevent me from getting swept away by a 
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Anniversaries
This Week

Birthdays 
12.2 Rich Curran, Jr., 

Jenny Kean
12.3 Kathleen 

Chapman

12.6 Amy Geraty

12.7 Marti Kahn
12.8 Tommy Lekai, 

Trevor Osmond, 

Sumit Mullick

Anniversaries 
12.5 Ann & Wes 

Kimes 
12.7 Dolores & Keith 

Kampert 

Rest in Peace 
12.3 Caterina Pignone 

flood of commercials trying to convince me happiness is just a 
diamond necklace/power tool/Ipad away.  

It is our deepest hope that as you look to the calendar of going
-ons at St. Michael's (whether in Advent or another season) 
you don't find merely more things to do, but things which will 
renew and replenish you.  This Advent, take just a moment 
and wonder: what choices can I make (perhaps even what 
things can I give up) to make this time more than merely the 
hectic weeks before Christmas.  How might I make space to 
be attentive to how God is moving in my life?  Friends, I
certainly don't imagine I have the answer for you, but what I 
do know is that looking for your own answer is well worth it!

Advent is _________ (click here for our list!)

What is Advent for you?  Add to our list!  Send Father Kevin 
an e-mail at kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Peace,
Kevin

Report on Stewardship and Pledge Card Responses
To date St. Michael's has received 137 pledge cards for 2013.
Last year's total pledges totaled 211.
We are hoping for 2013 pledges from 225 households ... or more.
You can fill out a St. Michael's pledge card online! Simply click 
here.
For more information, contact Stewardship Appeal chairman Bob 
Gilbert at bobgilbert66@gmail.com.

This Sunday, Advent Celebration, 2 December, 9:45 

a.m.
This Sunday, Please Join the Advent Celebration in the Community 
Room Beginning at 9:45 a.m.
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Enjoy this special opportunity 
to celebrate the First Sunday in 
Advent in a unique way. We 
will begin at approximately 9:45 
with a short skit, Comfort and 
Joy, presented by three of our 
youth-Grace Guthrie, Amanda 
Dern and Jack Longo. 
Following their gift to us, we 

will have various stations available for you to choose how you might 
like to bring Advent into your home this season: make an Advent 
wreath, decorate a candle, prepare an Advent door hanger or begin 
to build a Nativity set. And, of course, there will be plenty of
fellowship and special refreshments to go around.

Food for the Journey, Sunday, 9 December, 10:05

"When Thanksgiving Day is not enough"  

If the only prayer you ever say in your whole life is
'thank you', that would suffice.  - Meister Eckart
What does it means to be a thankful person? How does that translate 
into living a grateful life each and every day?  What difference can 
intentionally expressing our gratitude have on our lives?  Come 
explore these ideas in a conversation with Father Jim Bullion.

All Women of St. Michael's

(AWSM)

Advent Gathering
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Join us in relaxing and renewing

the Spirit within during a delightful evening 

filled with laughter, fun, song, and fellowship 

Tuesday, December 4th

7-9 p.m.

Home of Michele Phillips

50 Oakdene Road

Barrington Hills

Per last name, please bring something to share: 

       A-F  bottle of wine

      G-K   dessert     

L-R   appetizer

     S-Z   "take a pass" this time    

Change for Change: Pair of women's slippers 

and/or cash donation for WINGS

Handicap parking available

Carpooling recommended

Questions?   Call Sue Barnum 

847-304-6989

Please Help Women in Need this Holiday

AWSM (All Women of St. Michael's) 
is collecting new slippers to donate to 
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women who reside at the safe houses
sponsored by WINGS 

(Women in Need 
Growing Stronger). 
Please place slippers 

in this box or bring them to the 
AWSM Advent Gathering on Dec. 4

~ Thank You!

In the Parish family
+Those for whom prayers have been requested:
Nick & family; Rick; Gary; the Valkenburg family; Cynthia;
Connie; Mary; the Davis family; Gladys; Judie; Father Orpen; Gina; 
Todd; Kathy; Terry & Ann; the Oetinger family; Jennifer; Mary; 
those effected by hurricane Sandy; Nicole; Mae; Paulette; 
Sarah; Bob; John; the Anderson family; the parish of St. Marc's & 
community of Jeannette, Haiti; Bishop Joseph, Roda, Michele & 
Grace; Amy; Campbell; Abraham; Families in Crisis at Church of 
the Redeemer; military troops in danger including those from our 
parish, especially,  Zane, Robert, Ryan, Michael, Bruce, and Taylor. 

+Sharon and Jim Bullion are grandparents to a new granddaughter!
Keith and Jennie Bullion presented them with their first
granddaughter Tuesday, November 27th at 11:20 am. Her name is 
Genevieve Adele and will be called Evie.  She weighed in at 7lbs 
even and is 20" long. 

+Father Orpen is recovering and rehabilitating at Montgomery Place 
from a couple of falls. If you would send him a card of 
encouragement during this time, it would be greatly appreciated. His
address is: The Very Rev. J. Robert Orpen, 5550 South Shore Dr. 
Apt. 512, Chicago IL, 60637-5052.
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Father Kevin found this picture on his computer 
as a "thanks" from the recruits attending the 
Community Thanksgiving Meal here at St. 

Michael's. Many were happy to have had the first 
opportunity to talk to family since leaving home 

for Basic Training.

 Advent Quiet Day: A New Year: Beginning again

Matthew 13:52 Jesus, speaking to his disciples, said: Then you see 
how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like the owner 
of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old 
or new, exactly when you need it. (Matthew 13:52, The Message)
Advent begins the new church year. Mary is pregnant, on her way to 
Bethlehem with Joseph. John the Baptist is inviting us to prepare the 
way for Jesus' arrival. We bring with us what we have acquired 
before. We seek what new beginnings might mean for each of us. 
What do we bring out of the storehouse this year? What have we 
brought before? What new things, what new way of seeing, do we
bring this year?

Catharine Phillips will be leading the Advent Quiet Day on

Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. She has been an 
Episcopal priest for almost thirty years, serving in a variety of 
settings. She is currently a spiritual director and psychotherapist in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. She loves to write and seek God wherever she
is.

Wednesday Evening Series On Break
As we approach the holidays, we have decided to take a break from 
our Wednesday night offerings until Advent. During Advent, there 
will be two special offerings (see below). Over the next few months 
we will be reassessing our Wednesday evening program. If you have 
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Little Red

Wagon in
December

 During the month 
of December food 

put in the Little Red 
Wagon will go to 

Families in Crisis at 
Church of the 

Redeemer in Elgin. 
So as we prepare for 
entertaining family 

and friends this 
Advent and 

Christmas season, 
please buy some 

extra food for these
families of many 

needs. Suggestions 
are - rice, beans, 
corn, tomatoes, 
canned meats, 

canned fruits, flour 
and sugar. Personal 

items are always
welcome.

any comments about our offerings, please call 
or email Father Caruso at 
kcaruso@stmichaelsbarrington.org.

Wednesdays during Advent (more info to come, 
but MARK your CALENDARS):
+December 12th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. - All about 
Dreaming, led by Father Patrick and Brooke 
Raymond.  

+December 19th, 7:00 p.m.- Praying in the Wilderness. A liturgy for 
those whose holidays are not all merry, with (optional) anointing & 
laying on of hands for healing. 

The Advent Pageant is scheduled for
the 16th of December during the 

9:00 a.m. service! It is not too late

to participate!

Rehearsal times are scheduled as 
follows:
Saturday, 1 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, 8 Dec,  1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, 15 Dec, 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Please call or email Kara Baker or Nerissa Brueckbauer and let us 
know if your child is interested in participating in our pageant. 
Please let us know his or her preferred part. We will do our BEST to 
ensure we accommodate the request. We drawing our cast from 3 

year olds through junior high.

Kara Baker: kbaker@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Nerissa Brueckbauer: nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org
Phone for both: 847.381.2323

Christmas Flower Offering
We need your help to adorn the 
altar with a wondrous floral display 
for Christmas! Please consider
giving a donation.  Your donation 
will help cover the cost of the 
flowers we need to create the 
beautiful display.  Your donation 
can be made in memory or
thanksgiving of someone, and their 
name(s) will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  You can

find envelopes on the counter by the front door for your donations.  
To help ensure that your name(s) appear in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin, please return your envelope by Sunday, December 16th. 
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The Loving Memory Tree
In this season of Advent and 
Christmas, a "Loving Memory 
Tree" has been placed in the 
narthex. It's a simple tree with no 
decorations other than small white
lights.   You are invited to write the 
name of a loved one who has 

passed away on one of the white ribbons provided, and tie it onto the 
tree.  The tree starts out barren, but over the course of the Christmas 
season it will become filled with the memories of loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  By putting their names on the tree, we remind 
ourselves that our dear departed are present with us in the body of 
Christ and in our Christmas worship.   You are welcome to place as 
many ribbons on the tree as you would like.   Messages of hope, 
written on the ribbons, are also encouraged.   The tree will stay up in 
the Narthex until after our celebration of Epiphany on January 
6th.    

LYDIA Home Christmas Gifts for

Children
We have only 4 more children of the original
19 LYDIA Home residential care program 
children we were asked to assist this 
Christmas. If you are able to help and 
provide 2-3 gifts for any of the following 
boys, please let me know:

Anthony B., 17 years old,
Tavaris S., 17 years old,
Shanon S. 14 years old, 
Keshawn P., 17 years old.

I have the "Needs" and "Dreams" lists of these boys available. 
We are so grateful to And All the Angels for donating 50 Teen Study 
Bibles for the Youth Group at LYDIA, which boasts about 44 
members, and 6 Target cards worth $25 each!  Thank you, AATA! 
We have also received donations of towels, faceclothes and shower
curtains for the dormitories. 
847.381.2323 or nbrueckbauer@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
Please contact Nerissa Brueckbauer 

Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition

Sunday, 16 December, Special Advent Celebration and

Farewell

Calling ALL prior and current attendees! Please join us for our final 
Music in the Anglican tradition gathering on Sunday, 16 December,  
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5:00-8:30 p.m. at the Michaels' home, 
459 Pinewoods Dr., N Barrington. The
evening will feature Advent music, 
food and conversation. We will be 
taking a sabbatical following this 
farewell celebration. 

Beverages and mini- sandwiches 
provided. Please bring appetizer, salad 

or dessert to share.

The Bells of St. Michael's to Ring in 
Concert
We are to receive a wonderful gift from our 
organist, Thom Wibbels! He will offer a 
Carillon Bell Concert using the bells of St. 
Michael's in the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany! Please download 
the flyer and let your family and friends 
know!  (flyer here)

Advent Concert December 16, 2012 Noon
Christmas Concert December 24,2012 5:00PM 
EpiphanyConcert January 06, 2013 Noon

Reminder:

Cathedral Shelter Baskets due Sunday, 
2 December 

and

Church of the Redeember Baskets due 
Wednesday, 12 December

Church of the Holy Apostles 

offers an Advent program: 
Four Days of Mary: 

Annunciation, Visitation, 

Nativity, Cross
Please join the Rev. Martha 
Gillette, from Church of the Holy
Apostles, Wauconda, for an Advent 
program entitled "Four Days of 
Mary: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Nativity, Cross".  The program 
consists of approximately 90
minutes (total) of visual 
representations, accompanied by 
music, depicting each of these 
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The Three Marys by Mary

Melikian

events in the life of the Mother of 
our Lord.  An opportunity for
discussion will follow each of the 

four sections. The program will be offered twice, at The

Relationship Center (109 S. Main Street, Wauconda).  The first 

offering will be Sunday 02 December, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  The 

second will be Wednesday 12 December, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  A 
light supper will be served at the Wednesday evening program, so 
notification that you plan to attend would be helpful, either by 
leaving a message at the church office (847.526.7148) or sending the 
Rev. Gillette an email at marthagillette@att.net. There is no charge 
for the program either day, although donations will be accepted for 
use of the space and dinner on 12 December.

Upcoming Events
+Advent Celebration, Sunday, 2 December, 9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+AWSM Advent Celebration, Tuesday, 4 December, 7:00 p.m.
+Advent Quiet Day, Saturday, 8 December, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
+Lessons and Carols, Sunday, 9 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Advent Offering, Wednesday, 12 December, All About Dreams, 6:30 p.m.
+Advent Pageant, Sunday, 16 December, 9:00 a.m. service
+Exploring Sacred Music in the Anglican Tradition, Sunday, 16 December, 5:00 p.m.
+Blue Christmas Service, Wednesday, 19 December, 7:00 p.m.

Revised Common Lectionary Year C, Advent 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-9, 1 thessalonians 3:9-13, Luke21:25-36

Contact Info
St. Michael's Vestry

Kathy Sawyer Randolph - Sr. Warden, Shan Atkins - Jr. Warden
Pete Douglas, Lora Gier, Amy Magro, Dave Evans

Dale Griffith, Sean Harrington, Pat Kane, Mike Savage
Cristy Cressey, Bob Gilbert, Michele Philips, Lance Marcinek

John Davis - Treasurer, Craig Anderson - Clerk 
Joe Schmidt, Youth Representative Madelyn Lanham, Youth Representative

Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Patrick Raymond, Rector; The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Curate; The Rev. Laurie 

Michaels, Deacon; Caren Hunter, Director of Little Angels Christian Preschool; David Baker, 
Director of Music Ministries; Thom Wibbels, Organist; Kara Joy Baker, Youth Pastor & 

Director of Children's Choir; Nerissa Brueckbauer, Children's Education Director &
Communications Coordinator; Kim Lessner, Parish Operations; Nancy Holmes, Parish 

Administrator & Rector's Assistant; Jeff Schirmer, Sexton.
The Sword, St. Michael's Episcopal Church  647 Dundee Ave. Barrington, IL 60010

Phone:  847.381.2323 Fax: 847.381.3517
 website:

www.stmichaelsbarrington.org
The Sword is published each Thursday.  Any questions or comments regarding this 

publication should be sent to news@stmichaelsbarrington.org.
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