OUR COMMITMENTS

. We will worship God with all
our being by:

Acknowledging Him as the Sovereign of

all creation

« We will evangelize the lost
with all our resources by:

Utilizing every available means to take
the gospel to all people

« We will equip believers,
using all our gifts by:

Faithfully preaching and teaching the
whole Word of God

« We will prepare for Christ's
return with all our hearts by:

Helping to take the gospel to every
people group on earth

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

WHAT
WE
BELIEVE

Membership 101 — Part 2

WHAT WE BELIEVE

From its beginning, the Church of God of
Prophecy has based its beliefs on the
"whole Bible rightly divided." We accept the
Bible as God's Holy Word, inspired, iner-
rant, and infallible. We believe the Bible to
be God's written revelation of Himself to
mankind and our guide in all matters of
faith; therefore, we look to the Bible as our
highest authority for doctrine, practice,
organization, and discipline.

It was a strong desire to rely solely on the
Bible that led the early pioneers of the
church to declare their willingness to be
free from all man-made creeds and
traditions, to take the New Testament as
their only rule of faith and practice, and to
give each other equal rights and privileges
to read and interpret the Bible as their
consciences might dictate. These basic
tenets remain intact today; however, as the
church grew and spread throughout the
world, it was seen that there was safety in
a "multitude of counselors" when making
doctrinal decisions. Thus, today, all
doctrinal matters are agreed upon in one
accord by the General Assembly.

The Church of God of Prophecy is firm in
its commitment to orthodox Christian belief.
We affirm that there is one God, eternally
existing in three persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. We believe in the deity of
Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life,
in the physical miracles He performed, in
His atoning death on the cross, in His
bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the

right hand of the Father, and in His per-
sonal return in power and glory at His
Second Coming. We profess that
regeneration by the Holy Spirit is
essential for the salvation of sinful man.
We believe that sanctification by the
blood of Christ makes possible personal
holiness. We affirm the present ministry
of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling we
are able to live godly lives and have
power for service. We believe in the
ultimate unity of believers, as prayed for
by our Lord Jesus Chris in John 17. We
believe in the sanctity of human life; we
are also committed to the sanctity of the
marriage bond and the importance of
strong, loving Christian families.

Furthermore, the church makes promi-
nent other biblical doctrines that have
clear New Testament support but may
not always be espoused by modern
Christianity. These "Important Bible
Truths" constitute some of the doctrinal
beliefs and practices that enable the
Church of God of Prophecy to be named
among those organizations that preach
the fundamental principles of the gospel
of Jesus Christ. These truths, which,
along with selected scriptural
references, are listed below, are an
indication of our continuing commitment
to walk in the light of God's Holy Word to
the best of our knowledge and ability.




IMPORTANT BIBLE TRUTHS:

REPENTANCE:
Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 2 Corin-
thians 7:10

JUSTIFICATION:
Romans 3:23-26; 5:1; Titus 3:7

REGENERATION/BORN AGAIN:
John 5:24; Ephesians 2:1, 4, 5; Titus 3:5
John 3:8; | Peter 1:23

SANCTIFICATION:

Subsequent to justification; Romans 5:2,
6:6, 7; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 1Thessalonians
4:3, 4, 7; Hebrews 13:12, 13; 1 John 1:9

HOLINESS:
Luke 1:74-75; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; Ephe-
sians 4:24; Hebrews 12:14; 1 Peter 1:15, 16

WATER BAPTISM:

Matthew 28:19; Mark 1:8-10; 16:15, 16;
John 3:22, 23; Acts 10:47, 48; 16:33; Ro-
mans 6:3-5; 1 Peter 3:21

BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST:
Subsequent to cleansing, the endowment of
power for service; Matthew 3:11; Luke
11:13; Acts 1:4-8; 19:2

SPEAKING IN TONGUES:

The evidence of the baptism with the Holy
Ghost; Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:6; 1 Corin-
thians 12:10, 11; 14:2, 4, 15

FULL RESTORATION OF THE GIFTS TO
THE CHURCH:

Romans 12:6-9; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11;
1Corinthians 12:28-31; Ephesians 4:8-13

SIGNS FOLLOWING BELIEVERS:
Mark 16:17-20; Romans 15:18, 19; He-
brews 2:4

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:
Galatians 5:22, 23; Ephesians 5:9

DIVINE HEALING:

Provided for all in the atonement; Psalms 103:2, 3;
Isaiah 53:4, 5; Matthew 8:17; James 5:14-16; 1 Pe-
ter 2:24

THE LORD'S SUPPER:
Luke 22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17; 11:23-30

WASHING THE SAINTS' FEET: A Symbol of
Servanthood:
John 13:4-17; 1Timothy 5:10

TITHING AND GIVING:

Genesis 14:18-20; Malachi 3:10; Matthew 23:23;
Luke 11:42; 1Corinthians 9:13, 14; 16:2; 2 Corin-
thians 9:6-9; Hebrews 7:1-10

RESTITUTION WHERE POSSIBLE:
Matthew 3:8; Luke 19:8, 9; Romans 13:8

PRE-MILLENNIAL SECOND COMING OF JESUS:
First, to resurrect the dead saints and to catch away
the living saints to meet Him in the air, 1 Corinthians
15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; Second, to
reign on earth a thousand years; Zechariah 14:4-9;
Revelation 19:11-16; Revelation 20:4-6

RESURRECTION:
Daniel 12:2; John 5:28, 29; 1 Corinthians 15:12-23,
41-58; Revelation 20:5, 6

ETERNAL LIFE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS:
Matthew 25:46; Luke 18:29, 30; John 10:27, 28;
Romans 6:22; 1 John 5:11-13

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT FOR THE WICKED:
Matthew 25:46; 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9; Revelation
2:8; 20:10-15

ABSTINENCE FROM ALL LIQUOR OR STRONG
DRINKS:

Proverbs 20:1; Isaiah 28:7; 1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:10;
Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:18

CONCERNING TOBACCO, OPIUM, MORPHINE,
ETC.:

Isaiah 55:2; 1 Corinthians 3:17; 10:31; 2 Corinthians
7:1; Ephesians 5:3-8; James 1:21

CONCERNING MEATS AND DRINKS:

"...The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost" (Romans 14:17); Romans 14:2-17; 1 Corin-
thians 8:8; 1Timothy 4:1-5

ON THE SABBATH:
Romans 14:5, 6; Colossians 2:16, 17; Hebrews
4:1-11

ADORNMENT:

The Christian's use of adornment should be guided
by the biblical principles of sobriety, modesty,
submission, and self-discipline; Matthew 16:24;
1Timothy 2:1-10; 1 Peter 3:17; 1 John 2:16. The
Scripture explicitly teaches that the use of
adornment for occultic, lascivious and idolatrous
practices is prohibited; Isaiah 3:18-22; Acts 8:9;
13:6; 19:19; 1 Corinthians 5:10; 6:9; Galatians
5:19-21

MEMBERSIP IN LODGES/SECRET SOCIETIES:
John 18:20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-17; Ephesians 5:12,
13

WHOLESOME SPEECH OF THE BELIEVER:
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:12, 13; James 5:12

MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE: We
believe in the sanctity of the home.

Matthew 5:32; 19:3-19; 1 Corinthians 7:2; Romans
7:2,3; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 13; 1 Corinthians 6:16-18

SPECIAL NOTE:

The Church of God of Prophecy fully subscribes to
the New Testament principle of Word and Spirit
(God's Word and God's Spirit) as practiced by the
early church in the Book of Acts. The Holy Spirit is
the third Divine Person of the Trinity sent by Jesus
Christ our Lord after His ascension and at the
pleasure of God the Father to be the Guide and
Instructor of the church. He is the ultimate Author,
Inspirer, and Applicator of the Scriptures (John
16:7-15; Acts 1:4-8; Acts 2:1-4; Il Timothy 3:14-17; 1l
Peter 1:20-21). We seek to heed and observe the
call and direction of the Spirit in both our under-
standing of the Scriptures and our attempts at

personal and corporate obedience. We
pledge in our Church Covenant to "walk in
the light of God's Word to the best of our
knowledge and ability". Hence the Church, in
International General Assembly, does revisit
from time to time, our understandings and
explanations of our doctrines and practices.
We do this against the background of the
Bible, rightly divided (Il Timothy 2:15), in the
fear of God and because of human frailties
and historic institutional failures.

Our Objectives:

In order to accomplish our mission we will
pursue four primary objectives:

* Worship God.
* Evangelize the lost.
* Equip believers.

* Prepare for Christ's return.

Our Covenant Relationship:

We have joined ourselves together in Christ
as a fellowship of believers by covenanting
to accept the Bible as the Word of God,
promising to believe and practice its teach-
ings rightly divided with the New Testament
as our rule of faith and practice, government
and discipline, and agreeing to walk in the
light to the best of our knowledge and ability.




