
Is Your Spouse 

Annoying You? 
Is your spouse annoying you?  
Before marriage, opposites 
attract.  After marriages, opposites 
attack.  What was once appealing 
is now annoying! 

Before Susan and I got 
married over 21 years ago, she 
was attracted to me for my 

decisiveness and strong will.  As the years have gone by, those 
qualities sometimes bother her.  At this stage in her life, she’s looking 
for more empathy and understanding, not a bull in the china shop. 

Before marriage, I was attracted to Susan for her creativeness 
and do everything attitude; now that messy demeanor and busyness 
all the time can annoy me. I want more order in the house.  I want 
more of her time and attention 

So, what should we do?  Have a standoff for the rest of our life 
together?  Of course not.  We should remember and appreciate 
those qualities we first saw in our spouse.  At the same time, we can 
share with them that we are in a different season of life where we 
desire more patience, kindness, or ________ (fill in the blank).  We 
also need to be willing to work on changing some things in our own 
behavior to meet the wishes of our spouse at this stage in our 
relationship. 

Please note that the point here is not to create unrealistic 
expectations for our spouse or them for us.  We don’t have the power 
to change them, nor them us. Also, realize that it may be a long 
process for the change to take place. 

Mark Merrill, author of The Family Minute 
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Your marriage can be one of your life’s  
most rewarding relationships? 

It is a challenge to build a strong, God-honoring relationship. 
Whether you are 18 or 80, dating, engaged, or married, there is 

a class or seminar for the two of you. 

Weekend to Remember A time to renew your love 

and commitment to one another and to restore a little 
romance in your relationship. It is a weekend to 
discover the blueprints for a healthy, happy marriage. 
In Seattle Apr 3-5 and Lake Tahoe Apr 17-19. Save 
$100 when you register using the group 
“MarriagePDX”. Details at 
WeekendToRemember.com.   

Cannon Beach Couples Conference at Cannon 

Beach Conference Center. Shane and Phillis Womack 
will address difficult issues such as: How to eliminate 
sexual refusal; How to develop sexual intimacy; and 
much more. Their skillful presentation is lively, full of 
content, interesting, and sprinkled with humor and 
personal stories. Apr 17-19, details at www.cbcc.net 

Blended & Blessed is the only one-day live event 

and livestream just for stepfamily couples, single 
parents, dating couples with kids, and those who care 
about blended families. With some of today’s most 
trusted and respected experts, you’ll be challenged, 
inspired and encouraged. If you are part of a 
stepfamily this is a can’t-miss opportunity! April 25 in 
your home, church or live in Houston. Details at 
https://TinyURLcom/ykyurflr 

WAY-FM Marriage Conference Learn more 

about your spouse and transform into a stronger team, 
with speakers John Trent and Kari Trent Stageberg. 
April 25 at Sonrise Church, Hillsboro. Details at 
https://wayfm.regfox.com/marriageconference 

Start your day with Mark Merrill’s Family Minute, 

 subscribe at www.familyminute.com  
 

April 2020 
Every Marriage Matters 

Advocates for Healthy Marriage  
Check out additional resources at www.EveryMarriageMatters.org 

http://www.weektoremember.com/
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https://wayfm.regfox.com/marriageconference


 


