Oak Harbor Assembly of God

Membership Class


Oak Harbor Assembly of God
Membership Booklet

Our God-given vision:

Connecting people to God and each other

This vision statement is a way of applying what the Bible reveals about the purpose of all churches to our specific church here in Oak Harbor. 

5-Fold Purpose of Oak Harbor Assembly of God
1. Worship:  Expressing Love to God
2. Discipleship:  Growing Godly Character
3. Evangelism:  Spreading the Good News
4. Fellowship:  Building Healthy Relationships
5. Ministry:  Meeting Real Needs
We want to connect people to God (evangelism and worship) and then connect them to each other (fellowship, ministry and discipleship).

What is the history of Oak Harbor Assembly of God?
Oak Harbor Assembly of God began with a small group of believers here in Oak Harbor who felt the call of God to begin a Pentecostal church in 1959. This small group of 15 believers began meeting in homes, and in 1960 they purchased our present building and the surrounding 3 acres.
Our present sanctuary was built in 1902. It was built to be Oak Harbor’s one-room school house, and it was a school until 1934. After the school outgrew the building, it was converted to City Hall and it served our city until 1959. 

In 1960 the city decided it was time for a new building, and so it was sold to the Assembly of God for $1 on the condition that it was moved from its original downtown location. Property was purchased for $1200, a building for $1, and about $400 to move it across town, the church had a place to call home.
The present classroom wing was added in about 1970. The church property extends over 3 acres and includes the parsonage (the green house next door).  Our property has an approximate value of $1,389,000.00!

What are the future plans for Oak Harbor Assembly of God?

As the church continues to grow, space is becoming scarce.  That is a good problem to have!
In June, 2004 we remodeled our current building to meet our needs as we grow.  We identified a need for more room in the sanctuary, more room in the foyer, larger restrooms and a “new look” for our church facilities.  We believed that God would lead us on this journey!  And He did!  Praise the Lord!
We are asking people to give to the Building Fund – above and beyond their tithe – to help us toward our goals.  Please join with us as we build for the future that God has for us.
Who are our leaders?

Oak Harbor Assembly of God is a congregational church. That is, the voting members of the congregation are responsible for the affairs of the church. There is no “Central office” that assigns pastors to serve here. Oak Harbor Assembly of God is sovereign (independent) and responsible for calling their own pastor to serve. 

In January of 2000 the church membership extended an invitation to Pastor Brent Sorlien to come and serve as Senior Pastor.  In December of 2011, Pastor Brent and Wanda were called to serve at Shoreline Community Church.  Pastor John Brandt and his wife Ella stepped in to serve as Interim Pastors during the search for a new Senior Pastor.
The Church Board is made up of 5 members who serve the church by watching over the business aspects of our church. They also serve as advisors to the pastor.
What is our Adult schedule?
Sunday Celebration

10:00 am
Designed to help you connect and grow in your relationship with God through worship and practical messages from the Bible.

Adult LIFE Groups:  We offer several different home groups meeting all around Oak Harbor all throughout the week!  These groups are designed to help you grow in your 
connection to each other.  Talk, pray, laugh, and build strong relationships in a comfortable home atmosphere. 

(Seasonal) Wednesday Evening MIDWEEK CONNECTION
 7:00 PM

Designed to help you deepen your relationships with God and others, our 8- to 10- week Midweek Connection series runs throughout the year, covering topics such as “Unwrapping Your Spiritual Gifts” and “How to Study the Bible.  These practical, hands-on sessions are fun and informative!
What do we believe?


It is important to have an understanding of beliefs of any church before you commit to join as a member! All Assembly of God churches agree and support the “16 Fundamentals of Faith” as outlined in the enclosed brochure. Please take some time to read through this booklet, and to look up the Scriptures that are a part of it. Don’t hesitate to ask any questions that you might have!

We are a Pentecostal church. That is, we believe that the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, found in the New Testament, are still available to believers today. Bible topics such as “speaking in tongues” and “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” may be new to you. Please take some time to read the enclosed brochure carefully. 
On pages 7 to 13 you will find Bible studies on important topics: 

What we believe about Salvation

What we believe about The Baptism in the Holy Spirit

What we believe about Water Baptism

It is important that you are familiar with these topics, and what we at Oak Harbor Assembly of God believe and teach about them. Many of us are coming to Oak Harbor Assembly of God from different church backgrounds – or no church background at all – and a careful study of these topics is important. 

What does it mean to be a member of Oak Harbor Assembly of God?
Think of your Christian life as a baseball diamond.  Church membership is “first base”, not home plate.  In other words, joining a local church should be one of the first things we do in our Christian life.  There is no reason to wait!


One of the things that membership accomplishes in peoples hearts is the transition of referring to Oak Harbor Assembly of God as “your church” to “my church”. When you commit to membership, you are committing yourself to the life of the church. The original meaning of the word “member” is attachment”. You are attaching yourself to this church, its direction, beliefs, and future!
Five Benefits to Membership
1) It identifies me as a genuine believer.  (Eph 2:19; Romans 12:5)

2) It provides a spiritual family to support and encourage me in my walk with Christ. (Galatians 6:1-2; Hebrews 10:24-25)

3) It gives me a place to discover and use my spiritual gifts. (I Cor. 12:4-27)
4) It places me under the protection of Godly leaders. (Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:28-29)

5) It gives me the accountability I need to grow. (Ephesians 5:21)

At Oak Harbor Assembly of God, we believe that every member is a minister. We desire, and expect for you to find a place to serve your church family, using the gifts that God has given you! Our Membership Covenant outlines our specific expectations for our members. 
As a member, you are able to vote in congregational meetings, and your attendance in congregational business meetings is expected! Our Annual meeting is held in February, and special meetings are called occasionally. 
What We Expect From Our Members
1) I will ___________ _____ ________________________ of my church.
· By praying for its growth

· By inviting the unchurched to attend

· By warmly welcoming those who visit
“To the church – We always thank God for you and pray for you constantly” 1Thes 1:1-2 LB
“The Master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes, and urge the people there to come so my house will be full’.” Luke 14:23 NCV

“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified.”  Rom 15:7 LB

2) I will ____________ ______ __________________ of my church.
· By discovering my gifts and talents
· By being equipped to serve by my pastors

· By developing a servant’s heart

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you.” 1 Peter 4:10 Phillips

“[God] gave…some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”  Eph. 4:11-12

“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who [took on] the very nature of a servant.”  Phil. 2:3-4, 7

3) I will _______________ ______ ______________________ of my church
.
· By attending faithfully

· By living a godly life

· By giving regularly

“Let us not give up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.”  Heb 10:25

“Whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ.”       Phil 1:27 Phillips
“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.”   1 Cor 16:2 LB

“A tenth of [all your] produce…is the Lord’s, and is holy.”  Lev 27:30 NCV

4) I will ____________ ______ ____________ of my church

· By acting in love toward other members

· By refusing to gossip

· By following the leaders

· By resolving conflict Biblically

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship together.”  Rom 14:19 Phillips  

“Have a sincere love for other believers, love one another earnestly with all your heart.”  

1 Peter 1:22 TEV

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs.”  Eph 4:29

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no advantage to you.”  Heb. 13:17

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  But if he will not listen, take one or two along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses’.  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.  I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth, will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth, will be loosed in heaven.  Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”   Matt 18:15-20 (see pages 17 - 19)
Now What?
A good question to ask yourself is “Where do I go from here?”  Now that you know more about Oak Harbor Assembly of God, we hope it is your desire to join with us in a covenant of Membership.

Studies have shown that 50% of new members drop out of church within one year of joining!

Membership does not equal belonging!

People come to a church for many different reasons, but they stay for basically one:  relationships.  We want to do all that we can to help you in this area!

A good goal is to make 6 friends within the first 6 months.
Our prayer for you is that you would make Membership covenant with us and then go on to further growth and involvement.
What We Believe – Salvation
What does it mean to be a Christian?

Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing “Why?”  They exist year after year with no idea of why they live or God’s purpose for their lives.  The most basic question a person can ask is “What is the meaning of my life?”
Everyone wants to be happy.  People try many ways to become happy and fulfilled:

· Some look for happiness in possessions

· Some look for happiness in pleasure
· Some look for happiness in power and prestige
But real happiness comes from understanding my purpose in life!

Why am I here?

1. God made me to love me!
God said “I have loved you with an everlasting love!”  Jer. 31:3

“Even before the world was made, God has already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ…because of His love.  God has already decided that through Jesus Christ He would make us His children – this was God’s pleasure and purpose.”  Eph. 1:4-5 (GN)

2. We were created to enjoy a personal relationship with God and to rule His creation!  That makes us special!

“So God created human beings, making them in His image.  He blessed them, and said…live over the earth and bring it under your control.  I am putting you in charge.”  Gen. 1:27-28 (LB)

Jesus said, “I have come in order that you might have life–life in all its fullness!” John 10:10

3. Knowing God, and living in harmony with His plan for our lives produces tremendous benefits!

Clear Conscience – Romans 8:1
Confidence – Romans 8:31

Purpose – Romans 8:28
Fulfillment – Philippians 4:19

Power and Strength – Philippians 4:13
Security – Romans 8:39

Life and Peace – Romans 8:6
Freedom – John 8:32, 36

This is the kind of life that God wants us to live!  God desires to fill our lives with good things!  Why then aren’t most people really happy?

What’s the Problem?

1.  Man has a natural desire to be the boss and ignore God’s principles for living

“Look out for Number 1!  Do your own thing!”

“If it feels good, do it.”

“It’s my life and I’ll do what I want.”

2.  The Bible calls this attitude sin.

      “All of us like sheep have gone astray, and each of us has turned to his own way.”  Is. 53:6

“If we say that we never sin, we are only fooling ourselves, and refuse to accept the truth.” 

1 John 1:8

3. Sin breaks our relationship with God.  It causes us to rebel and to try to live our lives apart from God.

“All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious ideal.”  Romans 3:23

4. Even when we know that our deepest need is God, we try other ways of getting to know Him.

“My mother was a Christian, so I must be too.”

“It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you are sincere.”

“I’ll work real hard, and try harder.”

“I’ll go to church.”

“I’ll join the church.”

What is the Solution?

Jesus Christ said, “I AM THE WAY, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except THROUGH ME!”  John 14:6

God himself came to the earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself.  If there was any other way to do it, God would have chosen it!

1. Jesus has already paid the price for my sin!

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Romans 6:23

“God demonstrates His love for us in that while we were still separated from God by sin, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8

What does God want me to do?
1. Confess that God has not been first in your life and ask Him to forgive your sins.
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrong.”  1 John 1:9

2. Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins, rose from the dead and is alive today!
“If you confess that Jesus is Lord, and you believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9

3. Accept God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn it!
“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Eph. 2:8-9

4. Ask Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the Lord (Director) of your life.
“To all who received Him, He gives the right to become children of God.  All we need to do it trust Him to save us.  All those who believe are reborn!”  John 1:12-13

Have you accepted Jesus Christ to be the Lord and Savior of your life?  

If not, do it now!

“Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.”  Romans 10:13

What We Believe – The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Oak Harbor Assembly of God is a Pentecostal Church.  We believe that the Gifts and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is for the church today.  We are called a Pentecostal church because it was on Pentecost, in Acts 2, when people were first baptized in the Holy Spirit.
Often in our services we will have one of the gifts of the Spirit in operation.  A message in tongues along with an interpretation, a prophecy, etc. will be given.  We follow the pattern set out for us in 1 Corinthians 12-14 when dealing with Spiritual Gifts.

We are all from different backgrounds with different experiences, and the topic of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit along with speaking in other tongues is sometimes confusing.  We strongly encourage you not only to follow along with us through these notes, but also to read the enclosed booklet, “Our Distinctive Doctrine:   The Baptism in the Holy Spirit”.

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”  Acts 2:4

What is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a work in your life separate from salvation.

All believers received the Holy Spirit when they are saved, yet there is an additional gift that God wants to give all believers who ask for it!

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit come on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Speaking in other tongues is the initial evidence that you have received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, it is not the final goal of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

The purpose of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is power not tongues!

What is the purpose of speaking in tongues?

Speaking in tongues has 2 different and distinct purposes in our lives.

1. All believers who have been baptized in the Holy Spirit receive the evidence of speaking in tongues.  This evidence is for us, to let us know that we have been filled.

Speaking in tongues is the initial, physical evidence of our Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Each time a person or group of people are baptized in the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts, if an evidence of their baptism is mentioned, it is speaking in tongues.  (Acts 2:4; 10:44-47; 19:1-6)

Being baptized in the Holy Spirit is our gateway to all other spiritual gifts that God wants to give to us!  It is not an end, but the beginning!  (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 8; 1 Cor. 12:1-31)

When we pray in tongues, the Holy Spirit prays through us – when we don’t know what or how to pray.  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.”  Romans 8:26

2. Some believers exercise the gift of tongues in a public meeting – in this case the gift of interpretation is also needed.
“Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church.  For this reason the man who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says.  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.”  1 Cor. 14:12-13

This gift is used by God to speak to and encourage His church.

Remember to read the booklet, “Our Distinctive Doctrine:  The Baptism in the Holy Spirit.”
What We Believe – Water Baptism
Why should I be baptized?

1. To follow the example set by Jesus.

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.”  Mark 1:9

2. Because Christ commands it.

“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you’.”  Matthew 28:19-20.

3. It demonstrates that I really am a believer.

“…many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.”  Acts 18:8

What is the meaning of baptism?

1. It illustrates Christ’s death and resurrection.

“For when you were baptized you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.”  Col. 2:12

2. It illustrates my new birth as a Christian.

“When someone becomes a Christian be becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed away and a new life has begun!” 2 Cor. 5:17

Baptism does not make you a believer – it only shows that you already believe!  Baptism is like a wedding ring – it is an outward symbol of an inward commitment!
Who should be baptized?

Every person who has believed in Jesus Christ!

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized…”  Acts 2:14

Believer’s baptism is different from infant baptism.  When the Bible talks about being baptized, it is always referring to an adult who is making a profession of their faith.  Some churches baptize infants as a covenant between the parents and God.  Here at Oak Harbor Assembly, we believe that baptism is a choice and a public commitment, and therefore we do not baptize infants who are not able to make that choice or commitment.  It is a requirement for our members to be baptized as a believer even though you may have been baptized or “confirmed” as an infant.

We dedicate infants unto the Lord in public services, and that is different than baptism.  A dedication is a public commitment of the parents and the church together to raise that child in the Christian faith.  It is a dedication of the child to the Lord, and a dedication of the parents to Godly training in the wonderful life God has entrusted to them.

When should I be baptized?

As soon as you have believed!  There is not reason to wait until you’re “Good enough”.

The date of our next water baptism is ___________________________________.
 Living Together in the Body: Unity

 “How can we live together better?”  When you and I became believers, we automatically became a part of a new family! The Family of believers. In the universal sense, all Christians are in the same family! You have done the right thing by attaching yourself to a local church. Being faithful to attend the services at church puts you in a position to receive the maximum of God’s blessings in your life. You never know which service is going to change your life! It may just be the one that you were tempted to skip.

“Church-goers are like coals in a fire. When they cling together, they keep the flame aglow; when they separate, they die out.” Billy Graham
We are not often taught how to live as brothers and sisters. For some, living as brothers or sisters is not a positive situation! Fighting, bickering, backbiting, etc. may have been the norm. 

“I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord.  3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.” Phil 4. 1-3
Haddon Robinson tells the story of “A man went to an asylum for the criminally insane. He was a bit surprised to find that there were three guards to take care of a hundred inmates. He said to one of the guards, “Aren’t you afraid that the inmates will unite, overcome you, and escape?” The guard said “Lunatics never unite.” Locusts do. Christians should. If we don’t, we don’t know where our power is.”

“Back at the turn of the century, there was a plague of locusts in the Plains of the United States. In a matter of a few days that swarm of locusts swept over the states of Nebraska, Iowa, and Kansas. In less than a week, they did over five hundred million dollars’ worth of damage (in the currency of that time). 

Locusts don’t have a king to get them organized. They don’t have a draft board to call them into ranks. By instinct the locust knows it has to be in community with other locusts. When that occurs, they are able to topple kingdoms. The wisdom of the locust is the wisdom that tells us we must have community.”

· Haddon Robinson

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when you were called—  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” Eph 4:1-6
KEY: 
Unity is not something that we need to create; it is something that God has given to us that we need to keep! If it was up to us to create unity, that would be tough. Make a list of all that we think is important, and try to get others to agree with us. That is not what the passage says! God has given his church unity and it is our job to keep that God-given unity!

Our unity is based on these 7 truths:

1. One body: including those I do not “like” or understand!

2. One Spirit: the Holy Spirit

3. One hope

4. One Lord

5. One faith: one body of truth for all men, all time! 

6. One baptism: all are baptized into Jesus. 

7. One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Think of all that could divide us: age, gender, culture, education, social standing, personality, and ethnicity.

When we realize that there is so much more that we have in common than anything that would separate us, we have unity. 

Therefore, we act on what Christ has already done for us – that is, given us unity in Him. Act like it! If we are in unity, and I am doing all that I can to keep it, how will I treat you as my brother or sister?

As we keep the unity that Jesus has given us, we are fulfilling his prayer for us!

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:20-23
Unity is not uniformity! We are not to be clones of each other with no differences in ideas or perspectives. Our uniqueness as individuals and churches are God-given and healthy. I wouldn’t want to be you and you wouldn’t want to be me! 

KEY: 
Unity in essentials; diversity in non-essentials; love in all things. 

My and our experience with WCI. It is not a debate about doctrine; but an essential unity that we share. We may see minor issues a little differently – so what? I don’t think that I have it all figured out! I am sure of the essentials, and that is what really matters. 

“Talk about what you believe and you have disunity.  Talk about Who you believe in and you have unity.”  E. Stanley Jones; missionary.

Why are there so many Christian denominations? Why does Baskin Robbins have 31 flavors of Ice Cream? Is that OK? I am not saying that all denominations are equal; I believe in the one that I am a part of. But, I am not going to waste my time trying to get all those who already agree with me on the essentials to agree with me on everything!

If you are a believer, there is a unity between you and every other believer in this room, nation and world! You are instructed to KEEP that unity with them. That is why we can worship around the world. We share so much in common with all believers!

How can it be broken? Gossip, backbiting, pride, lying, etc.

Living Together in the Body: Conflict

In the church, Conflict + love = growth!

There are 2 different paths to take in Christian conflict. 

· First: Learn to overlook the offense! 

The Bible says we are to learn to overlook small offences! 

“A man’s wisdom gives him patience; 

it is to his glory to overlook an offense.” Pr. 19:11
“Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; 

so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out.” Pr. 17:14
“Above all, love each other deeply because love covers a multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Eph. 4:2
“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Col. 3:13
Let God’s love in you cover it! Extend the same grace that you want to receive to others around you! 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 1 Cor. 13:4-7

· Second: Dealing with the offense 

How do I know which path to take?

· Ask: “Is it dishonoring God”? 

· Ask: “Is it damaging your relationship?” 

· Ask: “Is it hurting others?” 

If the answer to these 3 questions is “yes” it may be time to take this second path: 

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.” Matthew 18:15
1. YOU

If your brother sins against You Not someone else; you! 
New Testament warns us to avoid being a “busybody”; someone who concerns themselves with all sorts of things that are not really any of their business. 

11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies.” 2 Thessalonians 3:11
13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to.” 1 Timothy 5:13
2. GO!
GO! Go, face to face and talk. Not always easy. 

One of the great benefits of conflict is that it gives us a great opportunity to grow and mature in our faith! It allows us to put what we “know” into practice; we can practice what we preach! Handle conflict well, and you will grow through it. 

· “Go to him” – not to someone else. 

· “Go to him” – the best way to communicate is still face to face. 

Gossip: we aren’t to listen to it OR spread it! 

To gossip is to “betray a confidence or discuss unfavorable personal facts about another person with someone who is not part of the problem or its solution.” I might add – even if that information is true! If you aren’t a part of the problem or the solution – don’t pick it up! 

Gossip is hurtful to the church!

If someone comes to you and tries to drag you into their conflict – remind them! Tell them! I am not part of the problem OR the solution! 

“But, I don’t want to talk to them! I would rather talk to you!” Aha! That is a great point! Then, maybe you just overlook the offense! 

You see, when we mishandle conflict in a church, it isn’t just about the conflict – it keeps us from the Mission that God has for us, which is connecting people to God and each other! As long as the enemy can get us to squabble, fight, each other – he wins, and the Kingdom of God loses! That is the real tragedy. 

“go to him” soon. Don’t wait for months, years! You carry the burden for that. Deal with it timely. 

“Don’t let the sun go down on your anger.” Eph. 4:26
“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” Eph. 4:15                 

3.     TWO
“show him his fault, just between the two of you.” Remember the goal! The goal should be to resolve the conflict! 

Goal is to show love, grace, mercy – to sow that in others life because God has given that to you! We are to “forgive as we have been forgiven”!

If the conflict is resolved in this way – great! You have “won your brother over!” No one else needs to know, to get involved – and most of the time, it will be resolved if these steps are followed. 

99% of the time, the conflict is handled this way. Praise the Lord! 

If that fails, then we are told to call on the authority of the church. “Tell it to the church” for us would not mean the entire church body, but the church leadership team, the Board. 

Great online resource! http://www.peacemaker.net
Living Together in the Body: Gossip

It has to do with Unity – Unity in the essentials, diversity in the non-essentials, love in all things! Unity is not something that we create; it is something that we are to keep. 

Tonight we deal with another common problem in the body. We deal with these, not because I made a list of problems in the church, but this is pro-active teaching from the Word of God!

Often, we make the mistake of classifying sins: these are worse than others, and what is wrong with a little gossip, for example?

The story is told of a monk who confessed to his superior that he had been guilty of spreading a rumor around the small village. The monsignor told the monk that as part of his penance he was to place a feather on every doorstep in the village. When the monk returned from that task, he asked if there was anything else he could do. “Yes,” came the reply. “Now go back and pick them all up again.” “But it’s impossible! The wind has blown them all over town,” exclaimed the monk. The monsignor responded, “So it is with your words, my son.”
“A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.” Proverbs 16:28
“Gossip is like mud thrown against a clean wall: it may not stick, but it leaves a mark.”

“He who gossips to you will gossip about you. “ Arabian Proverb
The Roots of Gossip

I had to ask myself why I, as well as other Christians, gossiped. I concluded that one of the reasons was the desire to be important—and we feel important when we possess knowledge that others don’t have. When we look that one squarely in the eye, we find an even more serious sin beneath its slimy exterior . . . pride. We want to look and be important, to feel superior, to build ourselves up at the expense of another.

Victory isn’t a matter of putting a band-aid on the problem; to truly get to the bottom of the issue, we need to look deeply! It is not just the words that we speak, but it is the heart that they flow from.

Jesus explained why the best intentions to say good and helpful things often fail:

“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

Luke 6:43–45

No wonder our attempts at self-control when it comes to gossip, grumbling, or angry outbursts are destined for failure! Trying to suppress our ugly words is like attacking a termite problem by squashing the few bugs that venture into the light of day. Unless we fumigate the foundation, those invaders will continue to flourish beneath the surface—and there will always be more where they came from. The problem is not with our mouths, it’s with our hearts!
“Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips.” Psalm 141:3
The wonderful thing about the Word of God is that is does not just tell us “Don’t do this” it tells us what to do in its place! Don’t be negative with your mouth – instead, here are the types of words that you need to say!

The rule for speech should not be just negative—don’t gossip, don’t criticize or tear down—but positive: 

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths,” Paul wrote, “but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen” (Eph. 4:29).

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:24–25). 

Do I listen to gossip? If so, we are furthering the problem! What should we do when we are confronted with it?

1. Respond with a positive comment. Point out a good trait about the person. Say, “I’m sorry you feel that way about Becky. What I really like about her is . . .”

2. Show sincere concern for the person being blasted. Demonstrate that the proper response to someone who may be stumbling is to love and support them. Say, “Rachel must be struggling with something right now. Let’s stop and say a short prayer for her.”

3. Point toward resolution by saying something like, “Have you talked to Mark about that? I’m sure he wouldn’t want you feeling that way.”

4. Gently guide away from complaining and toward helping. Say something like, “How nice that you’re concerned about Becky. Perhaps she has a need we can meet. How do you think we can help her?”

By keeping an attitude of love and servanthood, we can throw water onto the complaints of others, and so save our group from being burned by the fire of gossip.

5. The best: offer to go and confront the person that is being gossiped about. “If there is a problem with so and so, let’s go talk to them about it.”  Right back to Matthew 18.

Do you see the foolishness of spending our time lost in fighting other believers, gossiping, being a busy-body? That is what the devil wants us to do! As long as we are doing that, we cannot be doing anything positive for the Kingdom!

What is the condition of your heart? If we can focus on our desire to please God with our heart and our words, and to serve our brothers and sisters in Christ, God can use us and keep our mouths from sin. The condition of my heart is the key!
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