Ministry Objectives for the
Ordination/Consecration Process 
in the Ohio Valley District
Purpose of the Ordination/Consecration Process:
To affirm the "call of God" by assessing, developing, and confirming the giftedness for and effectiveness in the church ministry to which the candidate is aspiring.  

Ministry Objectives for Ordination/Consecration  

The required and optional readings, position papers, and projects as selected by The C&MA for consecration and ordination have been placed under seven fundamental growth objectives. 
1. To value the heritage and vision of The Christian and Missionary Alliance as a movement for God. 

2. To communicate (preach, teach or write) with passion and persuasiveness the four vital truths about Christ (the four fold gospel) in a way that is personally and corporately life changing as well as culturally relevant. 

3. To reach lost people for Christ in your personal life as well as leading your present ministry toward greater outreach effectiveness.

4. To develop a clear understanding of your own strengths and non-strengths in talent, personality, gifts, and leadership style so that you find and fulfill your uniqueness in ministry. 

5. To draw up a three -year plan for next step learning based upon your experiences in ministry, and your self-assessment, so you may keep up to date in ministry competencies and in your cultural relevancy. 

6. To apply the Scriptures to your personal life and ministry. 

7. To deepen and broaden your understanding of pastoral work.

Ministry Objective #1-To value the heritage and vision of The Christian and Missionary Alliance as a movement for God.  

· Attend the New Official Workers Forum

· Read The Pursuit of God, by A W Tozer.       (purchase at wingspreadpulishers.com)
· Read All for Jesus, by Bob Niklaus.

Ministry Objective #2- To communicate (preach, teach and/or write) with passion and persuasiveness the four vital truths about Christ (the four fold gospel) in a way that is personally and corporately life changing as well as culturally relevant. 

Christ our Savior:

Record on audio or video a message along with your written notes or write a position paper of at least 8 pages on this truth and go over it with your sponsor.  The sermon or paper must include the nature and final destiny of man, the plan and purpose of Christ’s death, the results of his death, and your personal testimony of what Christ has done in your life. Once you and your sponsor have reviewed the audio/video or paper then mail it to the  District Office to be forwarded to the reader.
· Read as a resource the book, The Fourfold Gospel, by A.B. Simpson. 

(purchase at wingspreadpublishers.com)
Christ our Sanctifier:

Record on audio or video a message along with your written notes or write a position paper of at least 8 pages on this truth and go over with your sponsor.  The message or paper should include the crisis and progress in sanctification, the identification with Christ in his death, resurrection, and ascension and your personal experience of when you came to this turning point. Once you and your sponsor have reviewed the audio/video or paper then mail it to the District Office to be forwarded to the reader.

· Read as a resource the book, Wholly Sanctified, by A B Simpson.
   (purchase at wingspreadpublishers.com)
· Read the position paper adopted by General Council entitled, Sancification.
· Read,  How to Be Filled With The Holy Spirit, by AW Tozer which is part of the The Tozer Pulpit Series, Volume 2. 

Christ as Healer:

Record on audio or video a message along with your written notes or write a position paper of at least 8 pages on this truth and go over with your sponsor.  Included in this shall be the relationship of divine healing to the atonement, the significance of anointing with oil, the ministry of healing in the local church, and your personal experience of Christ as healer. Once you and your sponsor have reviewed the audio/video or paper then mail it to the District Office to be forwarded to the reader.

· Read as a resource the book, The Children’s Bread, by Dr. Keith Bailey.

Christ our Coming King:
Record on audio or video a message along with your written notes or write a position paper of at least 8 pages on this truth and go over with your sponsor. As you do this, defend the pre-millennial coming of Christ, the relationship of the imminence of Christ’s return to world missions, and your personal understanding of Christ as our Coming King. Once you and your sponsor have reviewed the audio/video or paper then mail it to the District Office to be forwarded to the reader.

· Read as a resource the book, Essays on Pre-Millennialism, ed. By K. Neill Foster and David E. Fessenden           (purchase at wingspreadpublishers.com)
Ministry Objective #3- To reach lost people for Christ in your personal life as well as lead your present ministry toward greater outreach effectiveness. (The Biblical Basis of Mission Paper). This project shall be pursued and completed about 6 months into ministry. The final oral examination shall include a review of how you as a candidate have progressed in this area of ministry. 

· Read Go and Make Disciples, by Roger Greenway. 

· Attend a Growing a Healthy Church Seminar or an Everyday Commandment/Commission Workshop.

· Based upon these resources as well as your Bible understanding, write a two page statement about your core evangelistic values and why you believe people are lost without Christ. 

· Prepare a written strategy of 3-5 pages for implementation of these principles into your personal life and the ministry you lead. Included in this strategy document shall be how you will personally be involved with reaching lost people in your sphere of influence, how you will train people in your ministry in sharing their faith and how you will assist people through the programs of the church in reaching their friends for Christ.

· The document shall also include how you will excite people in your area of ministry to becoming Global Christians.
· Mail completed papers/tapes to the District Office to be forwarded to the reader.
Ministry Objective #4- To develop a clear understanding of your strengths and non-strengths in ministry including talent, personality, gifts, and leadership style. This project shall be pursued and completed about 18 months into ministry. 

· Present a written analysis of your self-understanding using assessment tools such as IDAK, DISC, Spiritual Gift or a Leadership Style Inventory.  

· Identify your strengths, non-strengths, natural leadership style, work preferences, and relational patterns. 

· Outline a strategy to adequately improve and/or compensate for your non-strength areas.

· Report this to your sponsor and get his feedback on your evaluation. 

Ministry Objective #5- To draw up a three-year plan for your next step learning based upon your experiences in ministry and your self understanding for the purpose of enhancing your ministry skills and competencies.  This project should be completed toward the end of the 2 year period preferably in the last month prior to the oral examination. 

· Work through the Life Long Learning Summary of Needs provided by the District Office. 

· Conduct an assessment of those needs and summarize your learning goals.

· For each learning goal, brainstorm a few ways you can gain greater expertise or experience in that area.

· With that completed, use the information you have gathered to draft a Three Year Plan document for your personal and professional growth. 

· This plan shall be shared with your sponsor

Ministry Objective #6- To apply the Scriptures to your personal life and ministry.

· Take the Bible knowledge test to gain feedback on your comprehension of the Scriptures. 

· Read Scripture Alone, by James White on the authority and inerrancy of Scripture.

· Read the Bible through in a translation other than the one you normally use for teaching or personal devotions over the two year period. 

· As you meet with your sponsor, share what you are learning in your devotional reading of the Scriptures. 

Ministry Objective #7- To deepen and broaden your understanding of pastoral work.

· Read Five Smooth Stones, by Eugene Peterson. 

· Read either Moving Beyond The Quiet Time: Practical Evangelical Spirituality by Alister McGrath (this is a Triangle Book and can be ordered at Amazon.com, or  Renovation of Your Inner Life: Putting on the Character of Christ, by Dallas Willard. 

· Read Sex and the Supremacy of God, by John Piper and Justin Taylor.

· Share with your sponsor how this has helped you with your understanding of personal work. 

