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G reetings in the precious name of 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  I trust that you and your family 

are doing well and that the blessings 

of the Lord are rich in your lives. 

 

Our ministry theme for the month of 

June in Character or Christian Charac-

ter. The dictionary defines character as 

the aggregate of features and traits 

that form the individual nature of 

some person or thing. It is also defined 

as moral or ethical qualities or specifi-

cally qualities of honesty, courage, or 

integrity. Finally character is also de-

fined as one’s reputation. 

  

When we think of Christian character, 

we think of embodying the moral and 

ethical qualities that our Lord and sav-

ior Jesus Christ exemplified while He 

was on this earth.  In other words 

Christian Character is to be Christ Like. 

 

As human beings we can be very pos-

sessive when it comes to maintaining 

our outward appearance or outward 

characteristics.  We expend an enor-

mous amount of time, money and a 

lot of hard work to ensure that this 

body that we live in looks good, smells 

good and functions good. Some of us 

will take extreme measures to make 

ourselves look younger, better, or 

more attractive than we really are.   

The story comes to mind about a man 

who fell in love with an opera singer. 

Not only was she gifted with a beauti-

ful voice, but physically she appeared 

to be just as beautiful.    

 
After dating they eventually got mar-

ried. On their honeymoon night, as 

they prepared for the moment they 

had been waiting for, the bride, pulled 

off her wig, false eyelashes, popped 

out her false eye and put her false 

teeth on the night stand.   
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As she continued reaching to remove more false apparatuses, the groom at this point was so taken by 

everything that had just unfolded before his eyes that he cried out in desperation for the only thing that 

appeared to be real.  He shouted “Sing, Woman Sing!  

 

It is nothing wrong with enhancing the outer appearance, or to look or be at your best.  There are in-

deed great benefits.  Someone said, if you want close friends, begin by brushing your teeth, taking a 

bath, putting on deodorant and some clean clothes. Though this maybe a starting point to obtain close 

friends, if your character is messed up, dingy, dirty, offensive and obnoxious, your chances of finding 

any friends will be nearly impossible.   The best suggestion for obtaining close or true friends is found 

in Proverbs 18:24 A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly. That’s character!  

 

Again, there is nothing wrong with enhancing our outer appearance, but we should also apply the same 

required effort and sacrifice to build and develop our inner character and inner beauty.  The reality is 

that while everyone can see your face, only you and God sees your heart. At the end of the day what 

matters most is not so much what others see on the outside, but how you measure 

up on the inside.  

 

Achieving and developing Christian Character is not an easy feat.  It is not devel-

oped overnight, but over time.  We cannot achieve it on our own, but we need help.  

Just like we need the help of a barber, a hair stylist, a tailor, a fashion advisor, a fit-

ness trainer or physician to look our best, feel our best or be at our best, we need 

the help of the Lord to achieve, develop and build Christian Character.  Like a bar-

ber, He may have to cut.  Like a stylist, He may have to press. Like a tailor, He may 

have to take in and let out.  Like a fashion advisor, He may have to bring order. Like 

a fitness trainer He will need to work in you both to will and to do His good pleasure. 

And like a physician He may need to provide healing, comfort and restoration.      

 

In other words God helps us to build Christian character through, challenges, temptations, trials and 

even suffering.  If we submit ourselves to Him and trust Him while He takes us through the process 

(like we do our barber and hair stylist), we will ultimately become more and more like Christ. 

 

The story is told of a group of women that met for Bible study. While studying in the book of Malachi, 

chapter three, they came across verse three which says: "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver." 

This verse puzzled the women and they wondered how this statement applied to the character and na-

ture of God. One of the women offered to find out more about the process of refining silver, and to get 

back to the group at their next Bible study.  The following week, the 

woman called up a silversmith and made an appointment to watch 

him while at work. She didn’t mention anything about the reason for 

her interest, beyond her curiosity about the process of refining silver.  

As she watched the silversmith work, he held a piece of silver over 

the fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one 

needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire, where the flames 
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were the hottest as to burn away all the impurities.  The woman thought about 

God holding us in such a hot spot, then she thought again about the verse, that 

"He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver."  

 

She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the 

fire the entire time the silver was being refined. The man answered yes, that 

not only did he have to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep his eyes 

on it the entire time it was in the fire. If the silver was left even a moment too 

long in the flames, it would be destroyed.  

 

The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, "But how 

do you know when the silver is fully refined?"   He smiled at her and answered, 

"Oh, that’s easy--when I see my image in it." 

 

Romans 5:3-5 reads “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they 

help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strength-

ens our confident hope of salvation. NLV 

 

I wish to challenge you during the month of June, to submit yourself to God’s process of Character Build-

ing.  The results will amaze you.  You will look better than you ever dreamed or imagined.  In fact when 

people see the new you they will see more than just you, but the image of Christ radiating through you!  

 

Be Blessed, 

Pastor Richardson 

Character may be manifested in the great moments, but it is made 

in the small ones.  -Phillips Brooks 

char·ac·ter  [kar-ik-ter]  

1. the aggregate of features and traits that form the individual nature of some person or thing.  

2. one such feature or trait; characteristic. 

3. moral or ethical quality: a man of fine, honorable character.  

4. qualities of honesty, courage, or the like; integrity: It takes character to face up to a bully 

5. reputation: a stain on one's character 
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