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As we enter a new year, it is a good time

A Note to evaluate where we are, individually and as
From Drew a church. During the month of January, | am
™ going to be preaching a series of messages in
- Drew Mentzer which | am going to challenge all of us to take
& Senior Minister the next step, to jump right in, to make some
\ " \ specific commitments as Christ-followers. |

want to encourage you to look at your priorities,
to examine your life and to see where you need to grow or change. Let's be honest as we evalu-
ate our lives.

As we look at the church, | would like to share a few observations with you. There are several
indicators that | look at that tell me about the health of the church — things like faithfulness, unity,
growth, attendance, attitude, and giving. While we are going well in almost all of those areas, there
are two that concern me, growth and attendance. While we have big numbers, those numbers are
not increasing. We are running around 1,100 every Sunday, which was good three years ago, but
not now.

Now | know that some might think | am just interested in numbers, but remember, each number
represents a soul that is either going to heaven or to hell. So talking about numbers is just a way
of measuring if we are adding new people to the Kingdom. Remember they counted numbers in
the book of Acts. Why is our attendance not increasing? We have identified several areas; one,
we are not doing as good a job as we should in following up on visitors and new people. Another
is that we are not investing enough time in shepherding the people who are members, and another
is our shortage of parking and seating during the second service.

To help with following up on new people, we have begun a program that Dale DeNeal, Sue
Dowdy, and Phil Johnson have worked very hard on called CARDIO. To help with shepherding
issues, we continue to encourage our Adult Bible Fellowships and Life Groups to care for their
members, and we are recruiting and equipping more people to be involved in shepherding. To help
with the parking situation, we are going to expand our parking lot this spring.

But what are we going to do about the second service being full? New people will not keep
coming if they have to sit on the front row (some of you who are members might move there now).
When you reach 80% of capacity, it will begin to impact growth. Since the 9:30 service is the prime
time for attendance, we are discussing, adding a fourth service on Sunday morning. The Elders
and staff have been talking about options for over a year and this seems to be the most work-
able. We have met with one group of ministry leaders to discuss the four service format and have
another meeting scheduled that is open to everyone on January 14". We are looking at this time
schedule for the services-7:45-8:45, 9:00-10:00, 10:15-11:15, and 11:30-12:30. What we are hop-
ing this will do is encourage you second service people to choose between the two middle servic-
es, thus providing us with more seating without the expense of building. Again, please understand
that our desire here is to reach people for Jesus Christ and to help each person who comes here
grow into a fully devoted follower of Christ.

Here is what | would like you to do; pray for wisdom as we plan for the future and for growth,
get excited about another move that promotes the Kingdom, join me on January 14" at 6:30 for
a “town hall” discussion about this four service format, and look for ways to work together and to
encourage each other in seeking and doing God's will.

With the new year, we are continuing to emphasize reading the Bible. | hope you will join me
as we read God's love letter to us together. Get your Bible reading program and take part in this
vital, life-changing experience.

Remember, if you need to talk or if you need help in your next step in following Christ, | am
available. Please call the office and | will set up an appointment with you. Let's make 2010 a year
of growth both individually and as a church. Drew

be relevant to life today.

taught by our Student Minister, Kiley Garrison.

Wednesday Night

Common Bond
“Itis Hard Being
Human”

Cpegarm ¥°

January 6"
The Problem of Habits and Addictions

January 13"

Feelings, Desires or the Truth
January 20"

Doing What is Right in a Wrong World

January 27
Self-Discipline

1, pE—— New 4-Week Adult Bible Class - The Bible in HD

g Sunday mornings beginning January 10", Hallelujah Hall at 11:00 a.m.

As Christ-followers, many of us want to read the Bible, but aren’t sure where to start. Perhaps when you read
the Bible, some of it just doesn't make sense. Maybe you wonder how a book that is thousands of years old can

“The Bible in HD" is a beginner Bible class for adults who want a clearer picture of God's Word. Learn why the
Bible is unique and how it came together. Get a big picture view of both the Old and New Testaments and learn
about the major figures and events. Find on-line resources to help you learn to study the Bible for yourself. This class will be



TiMEIN THE WORD

There are five facets to spending time in God'’s
word: hearing, reading, studying, memorizing, and
meditating. Each month | am focusing attention on one of
the five facets. Last month | wrote about the discipline of
hearing God's Word. For the month of January the focus
is on reading God's Word.

How often should | read God's word? The Bible says
you should read it daily. Deuteronomy 17:19 says, "The
Scriptures shall be his constant companion. He must
read from it everyday of his life so that he will learn to re-
spect the Lord, his God, by obeying all of his commands”
(Living Bible)." God wants us to read the Word of God
on a daily basis.

Daily Bible reading works best if you have a goal and a
plan. One of the most popular goals for reading the Bible
is probably the read through the Bible in a year goal. This
goal only requires about 20 minutes a day. A similar goal
is to read through the New Testament in a year which is
easier yet. Either of these goals is great, and with 2010
just around the corner, this is a perfect time to set a Bible
reading goal for the New Year. However, goals are only
as good as your plan - as the old adage goes, “He who
fails to plan, plans to fail!” This brings us to the next item
of discussion.

SEEBRB MY

Supper @ Second is our fellowship meal on Wednesday
nights. Dinner is served cafeteria style. Take time to get to
know your family here at Second. Supper is served from
5:15 p.m. cst until 6:15 p.m. cst. Children under 3 eat free.

January 6™
Potato Soup
Chili January 13
Ham & Cheese Sand. Chicken & Noodles
Chicken Salad Croissant  pashed Potatoes

Pretzel Salad Buttered Corn
Brownie w/ Ice Cream Broccoli Salad

Chocolate Layered Cake
Cherry Cheesecake
January 20"
Roast Pork .
Cheesy Potatoes Janugry R’
Swiss Steak
Carrots

Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Cole Slaw

Dirt Pudding
Coconut Cakel

Layered Lettuce Salad
Italian Cream Cake
Texas Sheet Cake

11 and up........... $6.50
Ages 7-10.......... $4.00
Ages 36 ........... $2.50

Bible reading plans are numerous and abundant. First,
there are Bibles you can purchase that are specifically
designed to help you read through the Bible in a year.
Second, there are guides that fit in your Bible that list
assigned reading for each day. Most of these come
with a check box so you can keep track of your daily
progress. Third, there are many internet tools that help
you keep up with daily assignments. One example of an
online Bible reading tool is www.oneyearbibleonline.com. This website has many
different plans as well as Bible translations to choose from. Some internet tools will
send you a daily e-mail (www.bibleinayear.org) that contains your daily reading or
links you to a website where you can read assigned scriptures from your computer
or smart phone.

The church leadership is challenging everyone at Second to make a goal to read
through the Bible in 2010. To help with this, we are providing two Bible reading
plans for you to choose from. One plan is the entire Bible in a year and the other
is the New Testament in a year. These Bible reading plans will be available toward
the end of December and first of January and will easily fit inside most Bibles. One
of the advantages of using these plans is that the congregation will be doing it to-
gether. You don't have to use these specific plans but | do strongly encourage you
to set a goal and use some plan. The bottom line — we want everyone in the Word!

So, how do you discipline yourself to read God's Word? Please drop me a note
in the mail or an email with an idea or a resource that helps you read God’s Word.
Send correspondence to Dale DeNeal, Second Church of Christ, 3350 E. Voorhees
St., Danville, IL 61834 or e-mail at Dale@SecondChurchofChrist.org

KECUTIVE MINISTER

Ministry Moment

Did you know there are over 40 active ministries here at Second? We would like

to take a moment and let you see one of them in action each month. This month,
Women's ministry is featured. If you are a woman at Second, you can benefit from
and/or serve with some amazing women in this church. This area of ministry is
headed up by Judy Mentzer, but there is so much going on, she has many helpers.
There are opportunities throughout the year for social gatherings. Many of you may
have just attended the 2" annual Christmas festival last month. There are many
different groups to join with, from several different Bible studies, to groups designed
for certain individuals, like Widow's might. There is the monthly Book Club, that
meets and reviews books. There are service groups where you can find a place to
serve, including: Welcome Home, New Beginnings, Card & Prayer team, Welcome
and Visitation team, Christian Encouragers, and the Women'’s Circles. We also
take a few trips throughout the year for fun and fellowship, like our annual shopping
trips and our trips to various conferences like Women of Faith. There is so much
going on, you can find a place where you fit quite easily. Many activities that hap-
pen in this important ministry are listed on page 6, check things out there and on
the bulletin board and give Judy a call, (421-2711), when you find where you can fit
in. The women of Second would love to have you join them.




ERE'S WHAT
IS HAPPENING ON
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS!

Beginning Wednesday evening, January 6™, the Children’s
Ministry wing will be buzzing with the sound of Bible learning fun for nursery through 4" grade.
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*All babies (infant — 24 months) will be loved and cared for in the Blue Room.

*All Preschool children (2 years — those not yet in Kindergarten) will be in the Green Room for a
fun class consisting of an activity time and Bible story time.

*%**All Kindergarten — 4" grade students will have 2 classes to choose from.** %

*"Kids J.A.M." - will meet in the Chapel (Children’s Church). “Kids J.A.M.” has, in the pa
stood for “Kids, Jesus and Music”, where our focus has been on singing and per-
forming. This year, our “Kids J.A.M.” focus has changed and we are now “Kids,
Jesus and Me". We have been learning new songs and working on what it
means to worship. During this time, we will be divided into “worship teams” where
we will work on songs, scripture memorization, Bible quizzes and team building

activities.

*"Bible Challenge Class" - will meet in the Peach room, where Ms. Judy will challenge,
encourage and share some really great Bible stories with the kids — all while they are learning

and having fun!

Sanctity of Life

We will celebrate the birth of all babies
born into our church family during the 2009
year in January, 2010. For each of these
babies, we will need a newborn picture, a
current picture, as well as a family picture.
They can be e-mailed to Jenny for a video
presentation at: jenny@secondchur-
chofchrist.org

We will also need information on all of
our new babies. Please see Ms. Kenna

.\ yassoonas
N, " possileifyou
“_ "' havehadan
L)\ & \ addition to
wff your family in
=~ 2009.

Upcoming
%\ Events at
“Built on the Truas Rock” Hanging
;TI Rock:
Mark your calen-

dars and plan to send your children:
“Winter Youth Retreat”
For all 4" — 6" grade students, the camp co-
ordinator for the weekend is Terry Goodwin,
our Jr. High Minister. For information, see
Mr. Terry or Hanging Rock’s website:
www.hangingrock.org

“Icebreakers™: Forall 1% -3¢
grade students, the camp coordinator for
this fun-filled day camp is Steve Vitani-
emi, the Children’s Minister at the Cayuga
Christian Church. For information, see Ms.
Kenna or Hanging Rock's website:
www.hangingrock.org

A THANK YOU FROM THE WOMEN'S CARE CLINIC

During the month of November, the Children’s Ministry Department hosted a skating party where

we began collecting small toys and baby gifts for the Women's Care Clinic. At the end of the

month, we delivered the gifts to the clinic and later received the following thank you note;

“Kenna, children and Second Church of Christ, Thank you...for being such a blessing... Thank
you for the huge donation of toys and gifts for our Bridges clients! You did a fantastic
job!" Judy, Bridges Program Coordinator for the Women'’s Care Clinic.”

Thank you to each of you who donated a small gift that will make a big difference!

§

3 The Bridge

2

FTAM

Sundays 9:30 a.m.
Don't forget to come and bring a friend. You
could be the person to introduce your friends
to Jesus and change their lives.

CONTINUE SERIES:

‘THE DATING GAME"
Jan. 3 The World of Adults
(What's up with parents?)

Jan. 10" Community

(How do [ fit in?)
Jan. 17" We Come in Peace

(What does it mean to be humble?)
Jan. 24" The Fall

(What happens if | really mess up?)
Jan. 31% Pressure Point

(How to live right when it seems like

nobody else does!)

REM EMBER
your offering. $1.00 a week
makes a big difference!!!

Jrakligh Reldrea: et-reau
@ﬂm ockk
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January 15" and 16"

4" 5" and 6™ grade retreat at Hanging Rock.
We are going to have a fantastic weekend
of pizza, games, and fun. More info coming
soon and early bird pricing will be only $30.
Mark this date on your calendar and don't
miss out. Registration forms are available from
Kenna or Terry Dean: Terry Goodwin

'W:nter :
Youth
Retreat:

Grades 4 thru 6

Jan.15 & 16

taris 7i00 pom Friday orm,
Ends 3100 prm Saturday [£IT) -
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Jr. High-Give Christmas Away

We had an amazing time at our Christmas
party. We made scarves for the Boys &
Girls Club Party with the Student Minstry
and cookies that we delivered to some of
Second’s senior members. Thanks to all
who helped us give Christmas away!

Atlanta is a large, progressive city with

an interesting history, but while the big
city offers plenty of fun and excitement,
there are socioeconomic concerns as well.
Twenty-four percent of the residents live
in poverty. On an average night, Atlanta’s
homeless population is estimated to be
11,000, with 65 percent of them women
and children! Atlanta is the city with the
highest rate of child poverty in the United
States (48.1%). Local social service orga-
nizations, however, offer several opportu-
nities to partner for change. This summer
we want to join with these organizations to
make a difference in this community.

This trip is open to current high school
students as well as students who are en-
tering 9" grade in the fall of 2010 (current
8" grade students).

Registration forms and $50 deposits are
due by Sunday, January 10", and spots
are limited. Information sheets and regis-
tration forms are available at the Student
Ministry Board and on the Student Ministry
page at www.secondchurchofchrist.org.

pAark gt calendars!
s

JOHNSON
BIBLE
COLLEGE

June 27" — July 31
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Thank you!

| wanted to take a moment to thank all
those who made this year’s Christmas
Party at the Boys and Girls Club such

a wonderful event! Thank you for your
generous donations of scarves and
cookies. Thanks to all the volunteers
who gave up an afternoon to serve and
love on children! | especially want to
thank those who donated extra items for
the children’s gift bags. Itis such a fun
event for the children and we couldn’t do
it without all of you!

College and Career Class (Age 18-25)
Sundays at9:30in the Conference Room

Sometrmes we treat God Irke a cosmrc
slot machine or a Magic 8-ball. We want
to drop in a coin or shake things around
until we get the answers we want for our
life questions. Although quetions about
the “Big.Three” - marriage, career, and
residency - are important, maybe dis-
covering God's will for your life is more
about answering His questions than Him

answering yours.
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\Mmﬁ Wipow's MigHT - Thursday, Jan 14%, at 12:00 p.m. in the Cafe. Lunch will be ham, baked _
&% beans, potato salad and dessert. Joan Deering will have devotions and the program will _n-;:
' be “Starting the Year Off Right.” Come and join us.

—_—

4

Book Crus - Monday, Jan. 25", at 6:30 p.m. at Judy’s house. The book for January is
The Last Jihad by Joel Rosenberg. Read it and come and share in the discussion and
fellowship. A Book List for 2010 will be available on or before this date.

s &

% SINGLES @ SEcoND - Jan. 22 at 5:30 p.m., we will meet at the church for pizza and then
ﬁ

we'll go to one of the various “theatres” in the Church to watch a movie. Call Drew
(442-7306) or Judy (431-2711) for further information.

THURsDAY MoRNING BiBLE Stupy - Will begin again Thursday, Jan. 21 - NOT Jan. 14 as =
previously announced. Bible Study meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Cafe. We will be finishing the (o
last 2 lessons from the Beth Moore Study of Esther. If you have not attended Thursday
Morning Bible Study before and would like to begin, please come even if you did not get

the previous lessons in these series. Each study is good and has it's own valuable lessons. In
February we will begin a new series of lessons by Priscilla Shirer - “One In a Million.”

= There are many opportunities for service within our Women’s Ministry Program and one of our
'E'*- \ goals is to have every member and regular attender involved. If you are not yet involved in one of
A - these ministries, please call Judy and see which one would suit you best. You will be blessed!

$2

WOMENOFFAITH

We will not be attending the Women of Faith Conference this year. We have attended these
conferences for the past 12 years and this year we are taking a break. We will try to attend
the Extraordinary Women Conference in Ft. Wayne, IN in October. Details will be
passed on to you when available.

Events For 2010 include The Christian Women’s Conference in Lincoln, IL, Wednesday, April 28";
” Spring Ladies Luncheon, date TBA; Summer Salad Supper. Aug. 26" - Julie Garris will be the
o speaker; Fall Craft Night, date TBA, and Our 3rd Annual Christmas Festival, Wednesday, Dec. 1.
‘v Mark these dates (and others as they become available) on your new calendars and come and share
with us.

Chiirch . Py -
S JANUARY 1*" for the New MISSIONS MISSIONS Mifrﬁ

T il Year holiday.

Will Be
Closed:

Meambers of Second Church of Chnist support sevesal
missians Siough weeldy oferings, The mission feam overseas
distribution of the monies 1o the vanous missons.

YOUNG @ HEART

Happy New Year!

There will be no Young @ Heart
event in January. Look for details
on February's fun-filled excursion

Mission
Apache Indian Mission —

THE ARIZONA RESERVATION TRIP IS ON!
The trip is scheduled for Oct. 10-16, 2010.

The mission team would like for you to join us as

we work with the Apache Indian tribe. The need

is great! Our first planning meeting

will be Sun., Feb. 7 in the cafe during the third

worship hour. If you would like to learn more

Many thanks to all who baked,
brought, donated and packed the ¢
military Christmas packages. It

was greatly appreciated. Thank
you for making our service men
and women’s Christmas’ a little

brighter.

Remember Those
in the Military

about this work and the trip, please plan to at-
tend. Rich and Marsha Copass (260-3614) will
be leading this trip. Have questions? Call them
or Barb Gossett (446-2719).
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December 6"
Kristian Gilbert

Join us before the 11:00 am
worship hour, January 10",
for our next FIRESIDE
Chat with Drew. Meet in
the Prayer Room and get
a chance to talk with our

and Christ.

Erase Tie, 4 Get your

Comwmia f eraser today to

N 3 '"H remind you to

h.‘ .
pray, contrib-

ute and help

Commal

Senior Minister about Second

Jan. 12" at 7:00 p.m.

Monday - Friday

Our monthly meeting will be
in the Conference Room, &ows OFFICE HOURS

Fuar Fhi month of September

rgn Need: Our group is in need of several

things this month: paper towels,

[ (R

o tqllet paper, blankets,_ det_ergent &
«f _____|dishsoap. The meeting is open
o to anyone interested in finding out
ol about this worthwhile cause. Any
Ws guestions about the group, call

S&PeEr Marie Anderson, 442-7415, or Barb

Calvin, 442-7306.

Sipitpaithy
To Rhonda Owens & family in the death of Rhonda's mother, Marva Modest.

To Ron Birkey & family in the death of Ron’s father, Floyd Birkey.

To Gary Brownfield & family in the death of Gary’s brother, Alan
Brownfield.

To Dennis Crane & family in the death of Dennis’ sister Sandy Tymoszenko.

To David Harper & family in the death of David's father, Jerry Harper.

To Bernice McCoy, Alan McCoy & family in the death of Bernice’s
husband & Alan’s father, Fred McCoy.

To Jean Howard, Trudy Howard & family in the death of Jean's
husband & Trudy'’s father, Joe Howard.

To Cindy Nohmer and family in the death of Cindy’s grandmother.

To Jean Howard, Trudy Howard & family in the death of Jean’s son
& Trudy's brother, Joe Howard Jr.

To Lynette Morris and family in the death of Lynette’s brother, Tom
Loewenstein.

To Deanna Wheeler & family in the death of Deanna’s father, Don Cawthon.
To Mike Denhart & family in the death of Mike's mother, Shirley Denhart.
To Susan Baum & family in the death of Susan’s hushand, Joseph Baum.

gUres

Sotal 2o
dater
$399188

FUND

Beginning in September, Designated Building Fund giving is now
included in the Average Tithes/Offerings amount and reflected in our

$3,681.00
$15,950.00

Weekly Need total.
Weekly need:

Monthly payment:

Loan balance as of
December 31, 2009

Received September 1, 2009
to December 13, 2009

$1,458,140.63

$64,517.58

SUNDAY MORNING

Attendance 11/15 11/22 11/29 12/6 12/13
1t Worship 199 194 180 173 167
2" Worship 622 660 630 594 663
34 Worship 230 202 287 224 202

Total 1,051 1,056 1,097 991 1,032

Sunday School 303 273 305 249 284

Average Offering
Received
to meet operating costs &
mortgage payment

11/15/2009- $27,575.28
11/22/2009- $27,006.18
11/29/2009 - $26,836.21
12/6/2009 - $27,629.46
12/13/2009 - $27,272.12
weekly need is $26,533.82

8:00 am - 5:00 pm
217-442-7306

TWO ey TWO Daycare
217-709-0093

STAFF

Senior Minister

Drew Mentzer
drew@secondchurchofchrist.org

Executive Minister

Dale DeNeal
dale@secondchurehofchrist.org

Music Minister
Shaun Spangler

shaun@secondchurchofchrist.org

Student Minister

Kiley Garrison
kiley@secondchurchofchrist.org

Junior High Minister

Terry Goodwin
terry@secondchurchofchrist.org

Children’s Minister

Kenna Osborne
kenna@secondchurchofchrist.org

Care Minister
James K. Boateng

“Living Link” Missionary
Tom Silkwood

Administration
Phil Johnson

phil@secondchurchofchrist.org

Maintenance Supervisor

Tim Holycross
tim@secondchurchofchrist.org

Multimedia Director

Jenny Taylor
jenny@secondchurchofchrist.org

Office Manager

Sue Dowdy
sue@secondchurchofchrist.org

Receptionist
Barbara Calvin
secondchurch@secondchurchofchristorg
Volunteer Ministries

Brenda Furry
brenda@secondchurchofchrist.org

ELDERS

Dean Crandall
Bob Haas
Art Reeves
Ed Walter

Steve Walter
Brice Yate
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAYS Worship Services

MONDAYS Boy Scouts, Men’s Basketball I’J"g"‘q

TUESDAYS OASIS ,\'l

WEDNESDAYS Common Bond N 4{,

THURSDAY Women's Bible Study =024 CHURCHof CHRIST
1st Church Office Closed 217/442-7306

10™  Fireside Chat secondchurch@secondchurchofchrist.org

12" Brother’s Keeper

14t Widow’s Might

18" Back to the Streets Ministry
22" Friday Family Film Fest

22" Singles @ Second

26" Pleasant Meadow'’s

More information inside this issue and on our
website, www.secondchurchofchrist.org.

www.secondchurchofchrist.org
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