
RESOLUTION 2015 - # 21
OPPOSING PRIVATIZATION OF CLICK! NETWORKING
WHEREAS:  

The fiber that Tacoma Public Utilities proposes to lease was originally developed for the use of the Citizens of the City of Tacoma, using funds approved for that purpose; and 
WHEREAS:  

The Click! Network was primarily developed to provide good service to those citizens at a time when private vendors were providing bad service, minimal choice and high rates to the citizenry; and 
WHEREAS:  

Privatization of public services to private companies, who are committed to generating profit and not providing necessary public service, has, in the long run, cost more, delivered less service, and lacked accountability in essential public service and the Federal Communications Commission has defined internet access as a basic utility; and 
WHEREAS:  

There appear to be serious questions concerning Tacoma Public Utilities management of the network, and the financial justification of leasing the network out; and 
WHEREAS:  

There remain many unanswered questions as to the security and service provided over the City’s fiber, which provide such necessary services as Fire, Police and EMS Communications, as well as management of the power grid; and 
WHEREAS:  

Privatization often replaces jobs with fair wages and benefits with jobs of lower pay and diminished benefits without improving the quality of services; and 
WHEREAS: 

The proposed lease of forty years is too long in an era of constantly changing Internet technology; and 
WHEREAS:  

Those public sector managers who advocate contracting out ignore the desire and ability of public workers to reduce costs and improve services; and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

That Council 2 and its affiliates actively advocate against the lease to private sector telecom operators and other public services that are, or have been, performed by AFSCME or other government workers. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Celeste Suliin Burris
AFSCME Local 120
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