
RESOLUTION 2015 - # 5
RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE AND SUPPORT THE TACOMA15 NOW ORDINANCE
WHEREAS:


The towering levels of income and wealth inequality in US society today undermine our democracy, our unions and our public health. CEO compensation and corporate profits hit record highs, while the real value of the minimum wage hits record lows; and
 WHEREAS:

Increasing the minimum wage benefits workers at all income levels by lifting the bottom the employers have us racing towards. Studies of cities and states which have raised the minimum wage above the federal minimum of $7.25/hour have not shown the predicted ad-verse effects like price increases, job losses or added inflation; and
WHEREAS:

Today’s minimum wage workers are not teenagers working for pocket money. 75% of minimum wage workers are over 20, one quarter are parents and a majority are the sole or primary provider for their families. Low wage work disproportionately effects women, people of color and immigrants; and
WHEREAS:

The 15Now campaign and its allies in labor and community groups, are circulating an initiative to increase the city’s minimum wage to $15/hour. This will extend a living wage to the low wage work force and cut the city’s poverty rate, therefore decreasing the need of taxpayers to subsidize profitable businesses; and
WHEREAS:

The passage of the 15 Now Ordinance in Tacoma will be a tremendous boost to the confidence and credibility of the labor movement in combatting the current decline in union membership. But as anyone who has negotiated a contract will know, no win is ever set in stone and the employers will seek to capitalize on any opportunity to take back this historic wage increase; and
WHEAREAS:


As public sector workers, we observe the disastrous effects of poverty on the public directly on a daily basis. As unionized workers, we know it is only when we work together that we can effectively counter the dominance of the employers. The passage of the 15Now Ordinance is a crucial step in ending poverty wages and the beginning of union organization for unrepresented low wage workers.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:


That Council 2, its staff and its affiliates actively support 15Now Tacoma campaign and similar campaigns, and endorse the initiative to raise the minimum wage in Tacoma to $15 an hour.
Respectfully Submitted:

Celeste Suliin Burris

Local 120
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