Summary of Gift Giving Policy
Session has recently approved a gift giving policy put together by the finance team.  In the future, if you are considering giving the following items, please consult the full gift giving policy to determine specifics on each of the items below (note the section numbers tell the location within the gift giving policy).

For unrestricted gifts (that is gifts not going to a specific program, dedicated account, project, fund, etc… but instead going to the general operation of the church):
1.  Cash/Checks– acceptable (Section II. A. 1). 
2. Cash/Checks to an employee of Trinity or guest speaker/artist – acceptable only under certain conditions noted (Section II. A. 1).  

3. Securities  - acceptable (unless not publically traded) and note that a  special stock gifts form must be filled out to ensure proper and timely recording of these gifts (Section II. A. 2).   
4. Mutual funds – require session approval (Section II. A. 3).  
5.  Real Estate-  not accepted at this time (Section II. A. 4).  
6.  Tangible Personal Property (such as cars, musical equipment)- prefer that item be sold first and proceeds given to Trinity.  (Section II. A. 5 has more specifics).  
7.  Gifts‑in‑Kind-accepted under certain conditions (Section II. A. 6 has more specifics).
8.  Gifts from Qualified Retirement Plans- not accepted at this time (Section II. A. 7) 

9.  Life Insurance- accepted under certain conditions (Section II. A. 8 has more specifics).
10.  Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, and Limited Liability Company (LLC) Gifts- not accepted at this time (Section II. A. 9) 

11.  Other Assets and Forms Gifts May Take- possible; see section for specifics and approval (Section II. A. 10) 

12.  Bequests (from Wills/Trusts)- acceptable (Section II. B. 1).
For restricted gifts:  gifts going to specific and PRE-ESTABLISHED memorial funds, annual funds (like the per capita), education funds, campaign funds (like a building fund), or a direct program fund see Section III.B (some of which is repeated below).  
1. Cash and Securities –accepted if a pre-established line item exists for the fund in the operating budget.  If no line item exists (for example, the money is being donated as a memorial fund for an individual), then either

a) Clerk of session, or designated appointee, should approach the person the fund is being set up to honor (or the nearest friend/relative if said individual is deceased) and ask which EXISTING pass through account they would like it placed under (such as a specific ministry, the building fund, or a special event)--This way the money can automatically roll into the appropriate dedicated account when it is received as income (and people will know it is there to be used).

b).  If the approached person wants to set up a new capital or expense project that session has not yet approved or thought about, then that person will need to present their idea to session to see if it fits into the long range plan of the church.  This way, we do not become committed to projects that do not enhance our forward plan for Trinity.
2.  3rd party gifts-  Trinity will not accept funds which are to be paid to a 3rd party individual (unless a specific fund or offering was to be collected for said individual).
3.  Non-Cashed gifts: follow similar guidelines as cash and security restricted gifts above.
Endowment gifts - will not be accepted (Section IV).
The policy also outlines how gifts will be acknowledged (which is similar to our current policy) in confidentiality (see Section V). Finally, the policy outlines any exceptions that may occur (Section VI).
We, the finance team, hope you find these policies helpful.  They were put together to ensure that all giving goes to further God’s mission at Trinity.  

