Group Leader Resource Books
· Arana’s Visitor
David Decker is stunned.  Driven by his Christian compassion, he has just rescued a marooned space alien, but the alien’s mere existence threatens to shatter David’s worldview.  How can he reconcile the two?  When David learns the truth, it will astound him.  But David has other troubles.  Shadowy government forces are desperately trying to capture the alien.  In his quest to follow his convictions, David must battle enemies—seen and unseen—and travel to incredible places he’s never imagined.
· Artios Leader Guide (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Your students have the tools they need at their fingertips, but do they know how to use them for all they're worth? Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 that the Scriptures contain everything we need to be thoroughly equipped (or in Greek, ARTIOS). Artios is a 5-session study that focuses on teaching your students to study the Bible for all it's worth.

Session 1 – Word For Word 
Session 2 – Sharpest Tool In The Shed
Session 3 – Tools You Can't Be Without
Session 4 – No Pain, No Gain
Session 5 – The Surplus
· Becoming a Disciple

· Being Part of God’s Plan
· Commonly misunderstood bible verses

The instruction and wonder of the Bible can be clouded when readers are uncertain about the meaning of some verses. Bible scholar and popular author Ron Rhodes (more than 1 million copies in combined sales) draws on his many years of studying and teaching Scripture to empower readers with knowledge, background, and truth. With clear and helpful explanations, Rhodes:

· identifies the most troublesome verses 

· reveals important principles to help interpret them 

· addresses the stumbling blocks from Genesis to Revelation 

· helps readers become familiar with God’s message 

· clarifies the different literary genres of the Bible 

Whether read to satisfy curiosity, pursue deeper Bible study, or prepare for discussions with non–believers, this practical resource will open up the promises and meaning of God’s Word and gives readers confidence in all of Scripture.

· 1 Corinthians
· Courting, Dating, & Hanging Out
This True Love Waits (TLW) five-session study emphasizes the importance of defined courtship and dating principles, as well as helps students understand the positive aspects of "just hanging out." This unique resource is really two study books in one: one half for girls, the other for guys. This allows the leader to divide the group by gender for parts of the study so they can more comfortably discuss sensitive issues and topics.The text also offers ideas and helps for leaders on group learning activities.
· Creative Bible Lessons in Revelation
These 12 sessions will acquaint your youth group with the mysterious nature of the book of Revelation and then demonstrate how these apocalyptic principles actually provide practical application for us today.
· Christian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christian Should Know
God doesn't call every Christian to go off to seminary, but there are certain matters of doctrine---that is, the church's teaching---that every Christian simply must know. Theology is important because what we believe affects how we live. If you're a relatively new believer in Jesus, or if you're a more mature Christian looking for a quick brush-up on basics of the faith, Christian Beliefs is for you. 

This readable guide to twenty basic Christian beliefs is a condensation of Grudem's Systematic Theology. He and his son, Elliot, have boiled down the essentials of Christian theology for the average layperson and made them both clear and applicable to life. You will learn about the Bible, the characteristics of God, what it means that we are created in the image of God, what God has done for us in Christ, the purpose of the church, and much more. Each chapter includes questions for personal review or group discussion.

· Deepening Your Roots in God’s Family
In this study you’ll learn how to make Christ the Lord of your life.  With its biblical and practical approach to discipleship, this workbook will yield long-term, life-changing results, such as:  a closer relationship to God; a desire and method to memorize Scriptures; a cohesive, useful personal testimony; and the ability to spend a day in prayer.
· Developing the Leader Within You (Student Workbook)
This resource was created to equip you to reach your God-given potential in the area of leadership.
· Eikon Leader Guide (Romans 8:29)

This five-session study will equip your students to answer the question “Who am I?” In today’s sea of conformity, students are trying to make a statement about themselves by the way they dress, the music they listen to, and the people they hang out with. Eikon: The Image Intended will give your students a biblical perspective on who they are and not what they are trying to be.

Session 1 – For All Intents and Purposes [I am created by God with purpose and intent.]
Session 2 – Lost [I am a sinner saved by grace.]
Session 3 – Childish Behavior [I am a child of God.]
Session 4 – Born Identity [I am a new person in Christ.]
Session 5 – Student ID [I am unique with talents, gifts, passions, and a calling.]
· Essential truth of the Christian faith

With the layperson in mind, Dr. Sproul offers a basic understanding of the Christian faith that is interesting, informative, and easy to read. Here are brief explanations of biblical concepts every Christian should know in language everyone can understand. Highlighted with homespun analogies, more than 100 doctrines are categorized under major headings for easy reference. Contains chapter summaries, reading suggestions, diagrams, and more.

· Experiencing God:  Knowing and Doing the Will of God
Learn to hear when God is speaking to you, find out where god is working and join Him, and experience God doing through you what only God can do!
· Family Funk
The saying, “We can choose our friends but we can’t choose our families,” is true both literally and suggestively—it suggests the problems that our family members can make in our lives, and hints that for many of use we’d choose differently if someone had asked our opinion.
· Fearless Leadership
· First and 10

· Foundations of Leadership - A Do-It-Yourself Leadership Retreat (Facilitator’s Guide and DVD)
Overall Topic: Laying a strong foundation for student leadership. 

Session Topics: 

· Defining a leader 

· Who leaders are 

· What leaders need 

· What leaders do 

Distinctive Element: Foundations of Leadership provides all the resources you need to lay a strong foundation of leadership for your students. The curriculum will lead your team through a hands-on experience that will teach them the basics of being a leader. LeaderTreks has discovered that by engaging students in the process of learning they are better able to apply learning to their lives.
· Fuzzy Brains
Fuzzy brain is fuzzy thinking:  sort of an unclear picture of what things really are like.  We all have some fuzzy ideas about various things; our understanding of quantum physics, for example, may not be as clear as those of a physicist.  There are some things in life, however, that are far too important to allow any fuzzy thinking—young people’s views of life and death.
· Great Beginnings
The first question that new small groups ask is, “Where do we begin?”  This new Great Beginnings study is the answer.  These six interactive sessions help you to gain an understanding of life in the Christian community, uncover the uniqueness of each individual with the Resources Profile, increase the effectiveness of service within the group using the Spiritual Gifts Assessment, deepen relationships and engage your God-given passions by mapping your personal stories, jump-start the process of sharing real life together, and unleash the power of commitment.
· Help!  I’m A Small-Group Leader!
Your small group can accomplish big things in the lives of your teenagers.  And in Help! I’m a Small-Group Leader! You’ll find methods and approaches you can use.  Foibles and minefields to avoid.  Solutions and tips that will help you nurture your small group into a growing community, whatever your goals.  Inside, you’ll discover:
· How to put small groups together

· How NOT to lead a small group

· How to start a discussions—and KEEP IT GOING

· How to ASK QUESTIONS that get responses

· Three kinds of BIBLE STUDY questions to ask

· How to work with DIFFERENT personalities in a small group

· How to help your kids LEARN TO PRAY

· 10 ideas for BUILDING COMMUNITY in your small group
· Hidden Treasure Leader Guide
Hidden Treasure - Perhaps the very thing that many student ministers see as the worst part of student ministry is the most important: dealing with families.  God created the family as a blessing, but many times we ignore its influence and forget it as we would a hidden treasure.  This 5-session study will look at the stories of Isaac, Joseph, Ruth, and other relevant passages to help your students answer questions like: “Why did God make families?” “What should I do if my parents aren’t believers?” and, “How do I handle family conflicts?”  This discipleship resource will help your students rediscover the blessings of family and help your ministry tap into the resources of this hidden treasure.

 

Session 1 - X Marks The Spot - God made the family so that we could find Him.

Session 2 - Treasure Lost - God is not lost even in the worst of families.

Session 3 - Treasure Found - God reveals His grace to us by giving us parents.

Session 4 - Treasure Unclaimed - God gives us brothers and sisters to refine us.

Session 5 - Measure The Treasure - God wants us to be grateful for what He has given.
· Hope and Healing for Kids Who Cut: Learning to Understand and Help Those Who Self-Injure
The issue of self-injury has become increasingly visible in the world of adolescents and young adults in recent years. The chaos of divorce, poverty, substance abuse, mental illness, and neglect has kids looking for ways to manage chronic and overwhelming emotional pain. In Hope and Healing author Marv Penner will take you into the world of self-injury, defining what it is and what it is not. He provides the tools and wisdom to help understand the pain and confusion a self-injurer experiences and how to walk with them toward the Light to find hope and healing.
· Hope Under Construction:  A Study of the Life of Nehemiah
Whether you want to be a stronger and more effective leader in your home, business, church, or community, Nehemiah can teach you the leadership principles that will work in every situation.
· In My FACE
This series of studies will delve into the question of how to respond to anger, how to control our own emotional responses, and how to handle the angry actions and words of other people.
· It’s All About ME
It is unlikely that anyone would ever say those words aloud—they sound so selfish, so self-centered, so self-serving.  However, our culture today is all about just that:  self.  In these seven studies, we will look at the Bible to discover just what life is really all about—obeying God, loving God, and loving others.
· Jesus 101

Upon examining evangelism approaches over the past fifteen to twenty years, one would find that most of it has had a confrontational method at its core. However, confrontation does not always work—especially when training your students to share Jesus with other students. With this in mind, Jesus 101 has been designed to directly involve your students in the evangelism process. The mission of this curriculum is carried out by allowing all of your students the opportunity of being a witness. This four-session study is a totally new approach to student evangelism as it combines biblical facts with innovative methods to maximize the effectiveness of students evangelizing students. And yes, this curriculum can be used for DiscipleNow weekends, Bible studies, and retreat settings as well. 
· Jesus on Leadership: Becoming a Servant Leader
Interested in growing Christian servant leaders in the next generation? It doesn't happen by accident. It takes an intentional approach like the one Gene Wilkes offers in this six-week study that helps students pattern their leadership skills after the example of Jesus. Maximize each student's learning with this personal guide to this study.
· Jesus, The Teacher:  Understanding the Savior
In this study, we will be challenged by Jesus’ teachings, and we will find in God and this supportive community the resources we need to let his teachings change our lives.
· John:  God in the Flesh
Together we will learn to appreciate our Savior anew as we discover what it means that Jesus came into the world as the Word made flesh.
· Life of Christ:  Understanding the Savior
In this study, we will discover Jesus’ true identity and why he came to our world.  There is no doubt that Jesus has had a profound influence on history.  In fact, the events of history are measured by whether they happened before his birth (B.C.) or after (A.D.).
· Living by Grace

· Money Talks
The love of money is the root of all evil…the Bible tells us so.  But we must also remember that ignorance about money is the root of much misery and wisdom about money is the source of satisfaction to God!  God has much to say about how we get, give, save, and spend money.  This guide is a much-needed resource for youth workers who work with teenagers absorbed in a materialistic culture or those who need practical, common-sense, biblical instruction on this universal topic.  Perfect for youth group leaders, Sunday school teachers, and small group leaders!
· The Miracles of Jesus

· The Parables of Jesus

· Passing the Torch

· Personal Audit
In this series, you will have the opportunity to take an audit of your life in seven areas:  perspective, priorities, time, lifestyle, money, career, and the future.
· Postmodern World
· PowerSource Leader Guide

Your student ministry contains them all: the defeated, the tested, the anxious, the powerless. Many students within your youth ministry are finding it hard to make it through the day by their own might. And the greatest fact is, they don’t have to! This resource reveals to students the way to plug into the unlimited power of God. Once given this life-changing information, your students will discover areas of their own lives they can fight using the power of God. After this study is complete, your youth will never look at the Christian life the same!

Session 1 – Where Does the Power Come From?
Session 2 – The Power for Daily Living
Session 3 – The Power to Overcome Temptation
Session 4 – The Power to Endure Trials
Session 5 – The Power to Face the Future
Session 6 – The Power to Influence Others
· Pray: Talk to the King of the Universe

Without prayer the teen years can go from tough to terrible! Help your middle school students get "up close and personal" with the Lord of the universe. Penned by a youth ministry veteran, this in-depth Bible study offers engaging questions and expert insights that encourage your kids to connect with a loving God who really listens
· Purpose Driven Life
· Running the Race

· Saltatiousness
Jesus tells us that Christians are the salt of the earth.  This is a very familiar metaphor, but what exactly does it mean?  Salt actually is a very important chemical compound; so important, in fact, that human life could not exist without it.  What exactly does salt do?  How is it used here on earth?  Most important, how does this all apply to being a Christian?
· Saturation
· Secret Power for Girls
Self-esteem…self-respect…How do you see yourself?...How does God see you?  Feelings of inferiority have bugged women as far back as ancient Egypt.  Today it’s no different.  Wherever you look—the internet, TV, music videos, movies, magazine ads, you name it!—you see thousands of images that lead to insecurities.  Secret Power for Girls hits the huge questions of self-esteem—posing questions and discussion answers about student girls’ self-esteem, all through a biblical perspective.
· Small-Group Kickoff Retreat
To develop a successful small-group ministry, you need to develop great small-group leaders.  Small-Group Kickoff Retreat is the perfect first step toward equipping your small-group leaders for ministry and authentic Christian community.
· Spiritual Gift Inverntory

They’ve taken the tests. They know the results. But have they done anything with that knowledge? Far too many youth meander through their Christian lives without any understanding of how to apply their spiritual gifts. Imagine what great things can be done through your student ministry as your youth recognize and apply their God-given spiritual gifts. The purpose of this study is not only to help students discover their gifts, but also to give them a better understanding of the use of their gifts. It is through this understanding that they will learn how to use their gifts in a way that pleases God.

Session 1 – What Are Spiritual Gifts?
Session 2 – Why Do We Have Spiritual Gifts?
Session 3 – Test and Scoring of Spiritual Gifts
Session 4 – Definitions of Spiritual Gifts
Session 5 – How the Gifts React/How We Use Our Gifts 
· Sponge Head

· Staying the Course
· Stick: Glue Yourself to Godly Friends

Adolescence shifts our focus from parents to peers. Help your middle school students explore the Lord's vision for iron-sharpens-iron companions---so they glue themselves to godly friendships! Penned by a youth ministry veteran, this in-depth Bible study offers engaging questions and expert insights that teach your kids how to find, keep, and be great friends.
· Teenage Girls
Girls are more than just sugar and spice.  We’ve all figured that out.  What we haven’t figured out completely is how they’re wired, why they do what they do, how the world around them affects their choices and opinions, and what that means for youth ministry—until now.

In Teenage Girls, you’ll get first-person, no-hold-barred views of what it means to be a teenage girl in the 21st century, along with helpful suggestions on how to better understand teenage girls, process the issues your own students face, and learn how you can help them and mentor them through this tumultuous time.
· Teenage Guys
In order to really meet their needs, youth workers and parents need to fully understand in inner workings of adolescent guys.  In Teenage Guys, author Steve Gerali unpacks the areas of development adolescent guys’ experience, providing illustrations culled from his years as a youth pastor and clinical therapist, as well as practical research findings to equip youth workers (both male and female) to more effectively minister to teenage guys.
· Together in Christ
· Vital Pursuits (leader)

· Vital Pursuits
· What’s Up with Boys?
Do you know a guy?  Do you want to understand guys?  Forget everything you think you know about guys.  Just for a minute, try to see past the gross humor, the “cool act,” the goofiness…and take another look.  

Believe it or not, underneath all that guy-stuff is a person who struggles with his emotions, who feels caught between the silliness of boyhood and the seriousness of manhood, who cares about his friends as much as you do.  And is usually as confused about girls as you’re confused about boys.

If you’re trying to get guys to like you, if you want to know how to keep your boyfriend happy, if you want to know what guys look for in a date…you’re going to have to buy a different book.  But, if you’re willing to think about guys—from your buddies to your brother—in a whole new way, then grab this book right now and start reading.  The guys in your life will love you for it.
· Where’s My Groove?
In these seven studies, we will look at the woman (traditionally thought to be Mary Magdalene) who washes Jesus’ feet with her tears, we will watch as Shadrack and his friends are thrown into the fiery furnace, we will see Joseph of Arimathea come openly to buy Jesus, and we will learn from their actions just what it means to be a child of the King.
· Who We Really Are

· Wild Truth Bible Lessons
Ready to introduce your junior highers to wild examples of spiritual maturity?  Check out the biblical adventures of these people and the character qualities they exemplify—real people who, in wild Bible stories, did really wild things for God.
· Wild Truth Bible Lessons:  Dares from Jesus
Truth-and-dare, Jesus-version:  that’s Wild Truth Bible Lessons—Dare from Jesus!  Are you and your junior-high students ready to hear the truth and accept the dares from Jesus?  Each of these 12 lessons send students straight into the words of Jesus to discover the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  Then it dares them to live that truth today.
· Wild Truth Bible Lessons:  Pictures of God
Your guide to 12 God pictures taken straight from the photo album of the scriptures.  Your middle schoolers will never again picture God as a bearded, doddering old codger after they see for themselves from the Bible how God pictures himself as a rescue worker, water, rock, potter, gift, servant, inventor, mom, listener, comedian, child, and judge.
