(]' heee §trand Woman

My New Friend

\ had to ge to the doctor bast weeh. While J was theve, I made a new
viend. This padticular effice had twe waiting rooms. J was sitting
a@anemaneandwaomdmgaﬂaakwfu@ewmtmgtaﬂecaﬂ@edwoeetﬁe
docter. Suddenly, J sensed someane there and locked up to find a

Wwoung woman standing at the entrance staring at me. J politely spake
o fier and she waved back to me and giggled. I quickly realized she
Bas a young woman with the mind of a child. She continued to stare
fiaut speaking, so after a few minutes J went back to my baok. She
te and sat dewn in the chair neat te me. She was as clese to me as
could get without actually touching me. AU the while, she stared at
Ste would giggle whenever J locked back at fex and lock away. T
bd te stant a cenvensation thinking that maybe she wanted te say
ething o needed samething. She would answer a few questions, but
en valunteened anything moxe. J learned that fier name was

Lafestia, she didn’t like to nead, she lifked my white hair, and she lifted
e watch cartoons. We centinued our ritual of e staring, then giggling
and lecking away whenever J bocked at fier until I was called back to
see the dactor. While digging for my Reys ta Leave she came and stood
neat to me. She again stated the ritual of staring at me. She watched

me until. J Ceft the office.

J have thought about my new friend all week. s I have prayed for bern, T
.7&e&euettwmtﬁe?(dq$pmtwdﬁmmetﬁatdzauﬁw¢ J began to thank God
fiat she was abile to see Fbim within me. J know that semetimes my actions o1 my
\ onds don’t allow atfiens te see that Fe that lives within me. Sametimes they enly see
i flesh. T fnow that my flesh will never diaw athers. Otfens will never desive te
’ e my Jesus whien they anly see my flesh. Jhey need te see the joy of the Loxd in
bife. Tt is this jey and peace that allows me the freedom to weally see peaple and
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e love that God has for them. Jt is the Foly Spirit within me that
fallews me to love them tec. Se many pecple are hunting and locking for
wﬁatwfy(}adwngwe WWWW peace, jey, comfort, and
‘ﬁ,}'D in Psalms. Jn these uncertain times peaple are searching as

guer before. They will turn te something to fill that “God-fole” ox

emiptiness that is in their fieants. We have many oppartunities te share
Jesus if we allow curselves to be apen to the people we meet each
g. We have many appaertunities to be used by Gad to felp change
25 if we allow aurselues to be apen to the peaple we meet each day.
y times we may never wealize that we have scun a seed by a kind
d ax a simple smile.

God fas leen sending me a stwong, undiluted message that J must

allow FHim te be a light within me. J need to be open and appreachatile.
J need ta be mone loving towards those J meet. J need to let the joy of
the Loxd shine thiough. J need to be eady and willing te engage with
thase that Fe brings into my life. It may be the weman at the doctor’s
office, the clenk at the gas station, a co-waorker, a sister ax brother in

ist, o1 a non-teliever. J need to weally see the people I pass duting my
day. J need to really hear pecple when they talk to me, a1 even stae and
giggle. J need to smile at peaple. This is what makes me approachatile. Jhis
is what can fhelp someane te open up te me and to my Jesus.

\' Be Blessed !!!
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