Even after watching Jesus miraculously feed 5,000 people they could not take the final step of faith and believe that he was God’s Son.  If they had, they would not have been amazed that Jesus could walk on water.  The disciples did not transfer the truth they already knew about Jesus to their own lives.  We read that Jesus walked on the water, and yet we often marvel that he is able to work in our lives.  We must not only believe that these miracles really occurred; we must also transfer the truth to our own life situations.  (Life Application Bible, Page 1745)

      F.  The Anointing (6:53-56): Upon landing at Gennesaret, the Savior heals many.  53 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was.  56 And wherever he went — into villages, towns or countryside — they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed. (NIV)

Gennesaret – A plain extending a mile from the Sea of Galilee along a five-mile section of the west shore.  Names means “garden of riches”; the district’s rich, loamy soil caused figs, olives, palms, and other trees to grow well there.  Also the name of a town on the west shore, the fortified city of Naphtali (Josh. 19:35), often called by its Hebrew name, Chinnereth. (The Word in Life Study Bible, Page 1728)

Garment – Mark summarizes Jesus’ healing ministry, noting how widespread it was.  The hem of a garment was significant, for it was often woven with tassels that reminded the wearer of God’s commandments (see 5:27; Num. 15:37-41).  (The Nelson Study Bible, Page 1654)

III.  CLOSE – Whatever problems or challenges you are facing today, you need to know that God knows all you and your situation. He is still in control of your life and your future. You life and future are in His hand. Trust God to work a miracle in your life in order to bring about His purpose and plan for your good and His glory!  
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He’s a Miracle Worker!
Mark 6:45-56

I.  INTRODUCTION – I want everyone to hear me loud and clear, Jesus Christ is a miracle worker!  He is more than a mere mortal.  He is the Son of God.  He is God manifested in flesh (John 1:1, 14).  The prophecies pointed to the deity of the Messiah.  His birth was miraculous.  His life was miraculous.  This is why nothing was a problem for Him.  Think about it, if you are God why be intimidated by anything or any person?  Jesus’ life, teachings, and miracles all point to His deity.  Only God could have done the things Jesus did.  Nevertheless, the people had a hard time believing in Him like a lot of people today.  However, once a person accepts the fact that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God, they will realize there isn’t anything that’s too hard for the Lord.  Jesus Christ is Lord of lords and King of kings.  He is a miracle worker (Acts 10:38).  He is the same yesterday, today and forever more (Heb. 13:8).  He can still perform miracles today according to His will for His glory as He sees fit.  Therefore, we need to trust God to heal us, forgive us, and meet all of our needs according to His riches in glory.  

II.  EXPOSITOIN OF THE TEXT – After feeding the people at Bethsaida, Jesus sent the people home, sent his disciples by boat toward Bethsaida, and went to pray.  

      A.  The Awareness (Vs. 45-48a).  Standing on a hillside, Jesus sees his disciples struggling for their lives in a boat during a terrible storm on the Sea of Galilee.  45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. 47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them.

      B.  The Approach (6:48b): He comes walking on the water to them in the middle of the night.  About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them,

Fourth Watch - In ancient times, the hours of the night were divided into military watches, which designated the length of time sentinels remained on duty.  Originally the Jews divided the night into three sections (Judges 7:19).  The Romans divided the night into four watches, which ended at 9 p.m., 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  Thus, Jesus’ appearance occurred sometime between 3:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. (The Quest Study Bible, Page 1391)

      C.  The Alarm (6:49-50a): The disciples are terrified, thinking he is a ghost!  49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified.

A Ghost – Popular Jewish superstition held that the appearance of spirits during the night brought disaster.  The disciples’ terror was prompted by what they have thought was a water spirit.  (The NIV Study Bible, Page 1534) 

      D.  The Assurance (6:50b-51a): He reassures them and climbs into their boat, and the storm immediately dies!  Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down.

It is I – literally “I AM.” This statement clearly identified the figure as the Lord Jesus, not some phantom.  It also echoed the Old Testament self-revelation of God (cf. Ex. 3:14). (The MacArthur Study Bible, Page 1473)

      E.  The Amazement (6:51b-52): They are astonished at his mighty power.  They were completely amazed, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.

Their heart was hardened – The disciple’ minds were impenetrable, so that they could not perceive what Christ was saying (cf. 4:11, 24).  This phrase conveys or alludes to rebellion, not just ignorance.  (The MacArthur Study Bible, Page 1473)

