How can we raise our parents in today’s world?

Purpose: Dealing with your parents in a God honoring and respectful way.  

Ephesians 6:1-4 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."  Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Eph. 6:1
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
What is your responsibility in the family according to this?

Eph. 6:4 
fathers don’t exasperate your children
What is the fathers (parent) roll and responsibility in the family?

Dictionary.com of exasperate
	- to irritate or provoke to a high degree; annoy extremely:
	- to increase the intensity or violence of

Proverbs 17:6
Children's children are a crown to the aged, 
       and parents are the pride of their children.
What does this mean?
How should we view our parents?
How should our elders see us?
*Show everyone the greatness of your parents.  Take pride in them. 
	-learn what they are good at and show it off -what are the effects of this?
	-show people how you love your parents – what are the effects of this?



Opening questions:
1. What do your parents like to do for fun?
2. What do you like to do for fun? Can Question 1 and 2 mix?
3. How much time do you spend in the day doing something with your parents?
4. What area of your relationship with your parents is going great?
5. What things do you do with your parents?
6. What would you like to do for fun with your parents?
7. Name two areas of your relationship with your parents that you want to be stronger? (trust, communication, etc.)

Technology (cell phone, texting, internet, etc)
1. Is this area a big issue in your family? If not relate this to another issue that is.
2. What is the difference in your parent’s view and yours in this area?
3. Do your parents use the same technology you use?
4. What should they know about your view in technology?
5. How can you show them your view respectfully?
6. Do you think their rules about using technology have any good basis? Explain.
7. From the above verses, how does God want you to relate with your parents?
8. How can you interact with your parents in a God honoring way dealing with technology differences?

Spiritually
1. Are you and your parents fairly similar in your understanding of God?
2. On a scale of 1-10 of strength of relationship with God, where do you fall and where do your parents fall? Explain if possible, 1 is non-existent and 10 is the Pope
3. How important is it to your parents that you are all on the same page spiritually? How important is it to you?
4. Why is it important to be on the same page?

Questions for “Parents are Christians” kids.
1. What can you learn from your parents about God?
2. Do you do anything as a family to share your faith with each other?
3. As the kid in the family how can you give input and help your parents grow stronger in faith?
4. What can you learn from your parents to grow stronger in faith?

Questions for “parents are not Christians” kids
1. What would you like to share with your parents about being a Christian?
2. What do you need to do in order for them to listen to you about God?
a. How should you treat your parents?
b. How should you act in general?
3. Who can you ask to help you in these areas? Be specific 
 
Application:
1. What are the positive outcomes of relating to your parents in a Godly manner? See above verses
2. What do you expect your parents to treat you like if you follow and obey the above verses?
3. How should you treat your parents if they are doing the things the Bible says?
4. Circle the words that you want in your relationship with your parents:

Trust 
Understanding
Anger
Good communication
Freedom
Generosity
Grace
Paranoia 
Disorder
Friendly
Unstable
Faithful
Helpful
Godly
Obedient
Responsible
Proud
Embarrassed
Fun
Boring


5. Should these circled qualities come from you, from your parents or go both ways?
6. How can you start making these happen?




Trivia Questions:
1. What was the magnitude of the Haiti earthquake? 7.3
2. What catastrophic event happened the day after Christmas 2004? Earthquake and tsunami
3. What year did the great Seattle fire happen? 1869, 1889, 1909, 1929
4. What Italian city is famous for being covered up by the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius? Pompeii
5. What was the name of the hurricane that demolished New Orleans? Katrina
6. What happened to San Francisco in 1908? Earthquake 8.2
7. At its peak in 1348 what caused somewhere between 30-60% of Earth’s human population to die? Bubonic plague
8. How many apprx. years did it take for the population to recover to an equal number of people? 150 years
9. What event caused the world series game between Oakland and San Francisco to be delayed in 1989? Earthquake
10. Who won that World Series? Athletics
11. Theme?
