“God’s Never-ending Love”— It’s π day!
Power Group Lesson 3-14-12

		Materials needed: pencils for each person, one hula-hoop per group, 						a ring made of paper per person

Opening activity: “Hula-Loop”
Have your group stand in a circle, facing in, and holding the hands of the people beside them and with a hula-hoop over the arm of one of the people in the circle. The Objective is to move the hula-hoop all the way around the circle by having members step through the hoop and contort to let it slide over them and to the next person in the circle. Once you’ve completed this, try it with a stopwatch and see if you can do it under a minute. Then try to beat your own record a few times!

Group Questions:
	What things can you think of that are infinite or have no ending? (some ideas: numbers, sizes, things to learn, Bodwell’s ageless features)
	How about things that have an ending? (some ideas: movies, books, life) 
	What do you think of when you hear someone say, “God’s love is never-ending”?

Setting the scene:
	Today is π day—3.14—and right in the middle of a couple difficult topics in Youth Group, cohabitation and homosexuality, it’s a perfect time to talk about God’s never-ending love. “Infinity” is the English word for the latin, “infinitas” which is directly translated: “unboundedness”. There are lots of great ways to envision God’s love and one is to consider the “bounds” that sin has on us that Christ was free to break through. His love is “unbounded”! Read the following…
Ephesians 2:1-5
	1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you 	used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 	the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 	disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 	cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 	we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for 	us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 	were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
Group Questions: 
	Is there anything in your life that you’ve felt bound by?... A craving that you always submit to, a distraction that always traps you, or a sin that will never quit?
	What does this passage say we were deserving of? (the wrath of God) What did we receive instead? (life in Christ by grace)

Talking Point:
	As we read our Bibles it’s easy to see that God’s love doesn’t always look the same, however. At times God is beautifully merciful in his love and other times his justice is more apparent; often stories including justice or truth are more difficult for us to digest as readers. It is important to remember that God’s loves His children with two arms: one for justice and one for mercy. Let’s take a quick look at stories that show us this, staring with…


John 8:2-11
	2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 
   But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
   9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
   11 “No one, sir,” she said. 
   “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

Group Questions: 
	How is Jesus’ love in mercy shown in this story? What could Jesus have done in reaction to this woman’s sin?
	Has there been a time in your life when the Lord has loved you with mercy? What was it?

Let’s read another…
Luke 19:11-27
	11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’ 
   14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ 
   15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 
   16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 
   17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 
   18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 
   19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 
   20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’ 
   22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 
   24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ 
   25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 
   26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’” 

 Group Questions:
	In this story, how was the king being just? 
	Is this a harder story to hear than the one about the adulterous woman? Why is that, do you think? 
	Has there been a time in your life when you feel like God has loved you justly? What was it?

The following passage is a great “sum-up” of our Lord’s love for His children even when we’ve gone astray. You can read this twice: The first time, it may be a good idea for your group members to lay down with their eyes closed, spread about the room, as one person reads this chapter aloud for them to allow the student to picture what is going on. The second time, pass out the rings included in your folder and a pencil to each person.

Hosea 11:1-11:      The LORD’s Love for Israel
 1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
      and I called my son out of Egypt. 
 2 But the more I called to him, 
      the farther he moved from me, 
   offering sacrifices to the images of Baal 
      and burning incense to idols. 
 3 I myself taught Israel how to walk, 
      leading him along by the hand. 
   But he doesn’t know or even care 
      that it was I who took care of him. 
 4 I led Israel along 
      with my ropes of kindness and love. 
   I lifted the yoke from his neck, 
      and I myself stooped to feed him. 
 5 “But since my people refuse to return to me, 
      they will return to Egypt 
      and will be forced to serve Assyria. 
 6 War will swirl through their cities; 
      their enemies will crash through their gates. 
   They will destroy them, 
      trapping them in their own evil plans. 
 7 For my people are determined to desert me. 
   They call me the Most High, 
      but they don’t truly honor me. 
 8 “Oh, how can I give you up, Israel? 
      How can I let you go? 
   How can I destroy you like Admah 
      or demolish you like Zeboiim? 
   My heart is torn within me, 
      and my compassion overflows. 
 9 No, I will not unleash my fierce anger. 
      I will not completely destroy Israel, 
   for I am God and not a mere mortal. 
      I am the Holy One living among you, 
      and I will not come to destroy. 
 10 For someday the people will follow me. 
      I, the LORD, will roar like a lion. 
   And when I roar, 
      my people will return trembling from the west. 
 11 Like a flock of birds, they will come from Egypt. 
      Trembling like doves, they will return from Assyria. 
   And I will bring them home again,” 
      says the LORD. 


Take it home: Have students write down inside their rings words or phrases from this passage that they think speak about God’s never-ending love. Also, encourage them to write a number on the back of the ring—this is their goal to pray that many times this week, thanking God for His love.

A Big Reminder: God’s love is not bound by any sin that we can commit. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, Romans says. Remember that sometimes, to teach us most effectively, God loves us bearing one of His arms more than the other—we may see his justice more than His mercy or vise versa. He is ALWAYS loving us nonetheless!

Close in prayer, thanking God for His love that never tires, cannot be broken with any sin, and is the foundation of our instruction using mercy and justice. “I will bring them home again.”
