Micah 3: 1- 12

I. Answer for the abuse of Position




3:1-4

A. Address


   1. Hear







3:1

a. Heads of Jacob

b. rulers of the house of Israel

c. same refrain





3:9


            2. The question of justice.




3: 1, 8, 9
a.  Justice resided in the king


b. The king appointed judges



2 Sam. 15: 3, 4
c. Jehoshaphat appointed judges



2 Chron. 19 : 4-10

      
 B. Accusation
   1. Righteous leaders delight in God’s law.


Ps. 19: 7-11

a. Those who walk in good delight in the law

Ps. 1: 2

b. The perfect law revives the soul.


Ps. 19: 7-11

            2. The evil rulers despise God’s law


a. Isaiah challenges them to seek justice.

Is. 1:17; 21-23; 26

b. The Lord saw bloodshed instead of justice

Is. 5: 7, 8


            3. They butcher God’s people




3: 2, 3

            4. Instead of gathering they divide. 



2:12; 3:3
      
 C. God’s silence
1. God will not answer them






a. Samson called upon God



Judges 16: 28

b. David out of distress called upon the Lord

Ps. 118:5

c. 
God is very patient.




Is. 65: 

       
2. God will hide His face from them.
  
       
3. They have made their deed evil.
 II. Answers for the Abuse of Proclamation.




3: 5 – 8

A. Address.



1. The prophets.
2. The prophets who lead my people astray.


B. Accusation.



1. They cry peace instead of judgment.


            
a. The nature of peace is profound.


Eph. 2: 11 – 18




b. The condition of peace is profound.

Is. 48: 16 – 22




c. The way to peace is profound.


Romans 5: 1





d. The author of peace is profound.


2 Thess. 3: 16



e. The makers of peace are profound.


Mt. 5: 9; Jas. 3: 18



f. The cost of peace is profound.


Col. 1: 20



g. The alternatives to peace are profound.

Lk. 19: 37 - 44


2. They catered to their audience.



3. They were happy when fed by the listeners. 



4. They gave retribution to those who opposed them.


5. They practiced divination to get a message.

Dt. 18: 10; 1 Sam 15: 23


C. God’s silence plus darkness.


1. God would not give them a message.



2. Their gifts would be taken away.

3. God would be silent.



4. Dreams and visions come at night.

5. God would add darkness to them.


6. Their sun is set.

7. They would be confounded.


D. Micah’s autobiography.



1. He is filled with God’s Spirit.



2. Therefore there is a combination of justice and power.


            a. He will judge with righteousness.


Is. 11: 2 – 9




b. The Spirit and justice.



Is. 32: 15, 16



c. The Spirit and justice.



Is. 42: 1




d. The Spirit and justice.



Is. 61: 1



3. Power with prophetic preaching.
III. Answers for the Abuse of Privilege.




3: 9 - 12 

A. Address


1. Hear
 Heads of Jacob

2. Rulers of the house of Israel

B. Accusation.



1. They detested justice.



2. They were crooked.



3. They taught for a price.



4. They bragged about the favor of God.


C. God’s absence.



1. Israel destroyed as a field.



2. Jerusalem shall become a heap.
