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“Love, the New Commandment” John 13
Written by Yvonne Corbin

What'’s love got to do with it? EVERY T H I N G!! Can you imagine washing
someone’s feet? The feet of someone you know is going to betray you, deny you and
desert you? In this chapter, Jesus shows us how. He knew His mission was almost
complete, and He wanted to leave an example for His disciples to follow as they spread
the Gospel throughout the world. By washing the disciples’ feet, He showed them how
to extend themselves beyond themselves. He modeled Servant Leadership. He laid
aside His divinity, His position, humbled Himself, and served them.

This message is the same for us today, “A new commandment | give unto you, that ye
love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” John 13: 34, 35.

| got an email the other day that ended with this statement, “Keep smiling...it's one of
the best advertisements for God.... It makes people wonder what you've got!!”

In the midst of today’s challenges, hurts, pain, economics and emotional crisis, what a
simple way to have love one to another—S M I L E!

Love God Build Relationships  Serve the World!

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Prepare” John 14

Written by Pastor Rollie Simmons

Have you ever noticed how much the lack of preparation can make you nervous,
increase your stress, and cause you to take unwise shortcuts and/or lead to silly
compromises?

John 14 starts out with the words that are spoken at many funerals. In verse two Jesus
declares, "l go to prepare a place for you." Those are awesome words of comfort
spoken at many gravesides and memorials. The emphasis is on the fact that since
Jesus is going to heaven to prepare a place for us, we need not be overwhelmed with
the cares of this world or allow our hearts to be troubled. Jesus not only says He is
preparing a place, but He also promises that He will come again and take us to Himself.

| am counting on Jesus’ preparations for me. But the greater question is this, Are we
prepared for that place and for Him to come again? Our lack of living a prepared life
doesn't just have to do with what happens after we die, it has everything to do with how
we live.

| have no doubt that Jesus will be prepared, will we?

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from today’s
study?



“Abiding in His Love” John 15

Written by Annette Simmons

Abiding in His love—these words bring a warmth and assurance to my heart and soul.
This is exactly where | want to be. But wait, abiding in His love doesn’t just happen
because we say “yes, | want that.” It requires my submission: just as the branch is
subject to the life-giving needs of the tree and cannot survive apart from the tree. It
requires my obedience: just as the branch requires trimming and pruning to ensure only
the healthiest portion remains. It requires my sacrifice: just as the branch bears fruit,
the fruit is not good to anyone unless it is given away to others so they may be
nourished and blessed.

If we truly understand how to abide in His love and keep His commands, it is then we
can understand the love and joy that is in Christ, and how that love and joy can be in us,
and funneled through us to others. Just as the deep healthy roots of the tree provide
life and nourishment to the branch, when we abide in Christ we will receive His life
(love) and nourishment (joy) for our soul.

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Victorious” John 16

Written by Julie Simmons

Through words and actions, Jesus lived what He taught. Today we have the advantage
and blessing of having the Bible, and we can carry it with us at all times if we so choose.

Jesus talks of ‘the Helper’ who comes once He returns to the Father. Verse 13 says,
“‘When the Spirit of truth (the Helper) comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” That’s
amazing isn’t it? Wow! He taught with words and actions, we have the Bible and the
Helper. Yet there’s more!

In verses 23 and 24, He tells us that we can ask the Father directly, “because you use
My name...ask and you will receive that your joy may be full.” We can pray this way
because verse 27 says the Father “loves you, because you have loved Me, and have
believed that | came from God.” We can speak directly to God, ask in Jesus’ hame and
we are loved. Again I’'m wowed!

This chapter ends with Jesus giving us a powerfully encouraging word in verse 33, “In
the world you will have tribulation, but take heart; | have overcome the world.” Wow,

thank you Jesus! We have been well equipped and encouraged to experience victory in
these challenging times—all we have to do is believe.

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Why Were You Created? - What Were You
Created For?” John 17

Written by Pastor Steve Allen

In John 17 we read three prayers Jesus utters to the Father in heaven—one is for
Himself, the second is for His disciples, and the third was for all believers who would
come to faith in Jesus after He ascended into heaven. We would do well to contemplate
and put into practice on a daily basis those three prayers in our lives—God'’s glory,
God’s protection, God’s sacred use and God’s unity!

What | want to focus on is answering the following two questions in light of what Jesus
prayed in John 17:4. Jesus said, “| have brought you glory on earth by completing the
work you gave me to do.” So Why were you created? ... and ... What were you
created for? I'm convinced that the answer to those two questions will bring clarity and
purpose to everything in life! Jesus was not created as we were because He is the
creator of all things (see Col. 1:16), but He did help us answer the “why” question by
stating that He brought glory to God while on earth. I'm convinced that our reason for
existing is that we too will bring glory to God while living on earth. The Westminster
Confession states it this way, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God. . . .”

Our second question is answered in Jesus’ prayer when He spoke about completing the
work His Father gave Him to do. We are created for God'’s pleasure and that is fulfilled
in our lives when we complete the work He’s given us to do while we journey in our faith
on earth. So today may you live your life for God’s glory and His good pleasure!

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Missing the Point” John 18

Written by Dan Mathews

John 18 starts the course of events that would lead to the crucifixion of Jesus—the
moment that had been spoken about throughout the Old Testament. The moment that
all of creation was longing for and all of the history and rituals of the Jewish people had
been shadowing and pointing towards—the reason Jesus came to earth—the apex of
the plan of salvation. And in this moment, Peter completely blows it. During Jesus’
arrest, Peter pulls out his sword, cuts off a guy’s ear, and is prepared to defend Jesus to
the death. Jesus rebukes him and heals the man’s ear. Later, rather than standing
beside Jesus and fighting until the death, he completely denies knowing Him. There is
good news in all of this. Peter responded with fight one time and flight the other, and
was wrong both times.

Maybe you have blown it also. Maybe you ran from an opportunity to share the love of
Christ out of fear, or maybe you aggressively defend Jesus in a way that hurts people.
Either way there is grace. Peter is restored from his sin, and in Acts 2 preaches the first
gospel message as part of the church. Three thousand people were saved and the rest
is history. Even if you have not been a great example of what it means to be a follower
of Jesus, it is not too late, and God is not done with you.

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



