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“In the Beginning” John 1

Talk about a lot going on! All that takes place in John chapter one is
immense. We have Jesus being involved in Creation; we have John the Baptist's
ministry being described as a witness to mankind that Jesus is who He says He is. We
have the visible appearance of a dove descend and rest upon Jesus. We see Jesus’
first disciples being called, and finishing up with Jesus prophesying into His new
follower’s lives.

Whew! That’s a lot of action—almost exhausting to think about. So it seems to be in our
own lives at times. Where we want to go and what we want to be can seem so far off,
but all great things have a beginning. And if Jesus is a part of your beginning, He will
complete what He started.

Just think about who you were “in the beginning” of your relationship with Jesus and
how far you've come. The next great thing is on the way! How do | know? In the
beginning was the Word...the rest is history.

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Jesus, Wine & Anger” John 2

Jesus, Wine and Anger! Got your attention, didn’t I? Some read in John 2 the story of
Jesus turning water into wine and explain in their drunken condition, “Jesus made wine
out of water so it’'s okay for me to drink wine!” Or later in John 2 they read that Jesus
“...made a whip out of cords and drove all from the temple area...” and then justify their
anger by saying, “Even Jesus lost His cool sometimes, so give me a break!”

Many would agree that alcohol and anger abuse is prevalent in our culture, but | don’t
think the action of Jesus in John 2 supports such abuse. When Jesus miraculously
turned water into wine, cleared out the temple and performed many miracles, something
spectacular happened! His disciples put their faith in Him (v. 11) and many people
believed in His name (v. 23)! | propose the following questions for you to prayerfully
contemplate in your relationship with Jesus:

1. As you experience the miraculous working of Jesus in your life, does your faith
and belief in Him increase?

2. Do you find yourself captured by His amazing ability to work all things together
for His glory and your best?

3. Why do you suppose the enemy of your soul tries so desperately to keep you
blinded from seeing the miracles of Jesus in your life?



“How Can These Things Be?” John 3

John chapter three is known universally by the key verse and cornerstone thought of the
whole Gospel message found in verse 16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

The interesting thing about this famous verse is that it is a result of a question from a
young Pharisee named Nicodemus who wanted to know how to be born again and,
when Jesus explains it, Nicodemus responds, “How can these things be?” Nicodemus’
problem is ultimately not the concept of being born again, it is believing. From what we
read in John 7:50 and John 19:39, Nicodemus never seems to be able to truly believe in
Christ though he brings a gift at Christ’s burial.

Too often we substitute respect for belief in Christ. The problem is that doesn’t bring us
any closer to knowing Jesus as our Savior. Jesus doesn’t want our admiration; He
wants our belief.

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Seeing & Hearing, What do they have in common?” John 4

After having a life-changing encounter with Jesus at Jacob’s well, the
Samaritan woman ran back to her town and reported, “Come, see a man who told me
everything | ever did.” Later in the story, many of the people from her town of Sychar
believed in Jesus, not only because of her testimony, but because of the very words
they heard from the mouth of Jesus.

Moving on from Sychar, we read about Jesus returning to Cana of Galilee where Jesus
turned the water into wine. This time Jesus performs a second miraculous sign by
healing the son of a royal official from Capernaum. The royal official “took Jesus at His
word and departed.” While on his way back home, he was given the news that his son
was healed.

Throughout this entire chapter we witness something that both “seeing and hearing”
have in common. Do you know what that is? It is JESUS! When you see Jesus, hear
His words and respond in faith, your life is forever changed. My prayer for you today is
that you will see Jesus, hear Him speaking and place all your trust in Him alone!

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“Sin No More” John 5

What an amazing encounter Jesus has with the paralyzed man who had been sitting in
his disabled condition for 38 years. The tough, scary and hard part of Jesus’ encounter
with the man is that, upon the man receiving his divine healing and walking for the first
time in 38 years, Jesus later finds him and says, “Sin no more, that nothing worse may
happen to you.”

This is a tough scripture that is not much fun to contemplate. | mean, | think we all know
that it is true that sin causes us trouble, pain and sorrow. But that doesn’t mean we like
to connect specific trouble in our lives to specific sin.

We want Jesus to heal our relationships, repair our bodies, fix our finances—but we
prefer He not deal with our selfishness hurting our marriages, our gluttony hurting our
bodies, or our materialism hurting our finances. We like to keep sin and its
consequences as general subjective as possible. But Christ’s words cannot be changed
here. “Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.”

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



“God’s Plans or People’s Plans” John 6

What an incredible chapter in the book of John! Jesus feeds five thousand, He walks on
the water, states clearly that He is the Bread of Life, and then many of His disciples
turned back and no longer followed Him. What | find interesting in this chapter are the
plans and motivation of the people following after Jesus. What were some of them
thinking and planning?

In verse 15 it was very clear to Jesus that some people intended to forcefully make Him
king. He knew what God'’s plan was for Him and nothing was going to keep Him from
that. The question you need to answer today is, “Are you aware of the plans that some
people might have for you?” Better yet, “Are you aware of God’s plans for you?” Be
careful—some people’s plans just might not be God’s plans for you.

Next time you feel pressured by people and their plans for your life, take the example of
Jesus and get away from such people and find a place of solitude and prayer! “Prayer is
cooperation with God. It is the purest exercise of the faculties God has given us—and
exercise that links these faculties with the Maker to work out the intentions He had
in mind in their creation.” (E. Stanley Jones)

1. What verses have caught your attention and why?

2. How does this apply to my life?

3. After reading and thinking, what should you spend time praying about from
today’s study?



