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Sundays with Zion
Worship . ...... 9:30 a.m.
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost — August 23, 2026

Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to
pray and read the Scriptures for the day.

WE ARE DELIGHTED AND BLESSED to have you worship with us today!
ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.

Before we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship.

WE LOVE OUR KIDS ... We love to have them in the service with us, but if your

child needs a break, we do have a “cry room” in the entry way of the church.

A PRAYER AS WE GATHER

O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You
in spirit and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-
giving gifts such that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only
Rescuer, and grow in caring service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

As We Gather

The word doxology encompasses words of praise that are addressed to the
triune God. It comes from the Greek word doxa, which is used in the New
Testament to express the splendor of God and also serves to describe the
outpouring of honor and praise to God from His faithful people. When we sing
or say “Glory be to God on high,” we are joining the praises spoken by the
angels of God in eternity: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen”. Such an honor it is for us to join in that praise!

Stand

O Church Arise

O Church, arise, and put your armor on;
Hear the call of Christ our captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong
in the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth,
we’ll stand against the devil’s lies.




An army bold, whose battle cry is love,
reaching out to those in darkness.

Our call to war, to love the captive soul,
but to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole,
we will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on every side,
we know the outcome is secure.
And Christ will have the prize for which He died:
an inheritance of nations.

Chorus
Arise, shine for your light has come. Arise, shine for the Risen Son
Lift your eyes, we are His radiant bride, arise, o church arise!

Come, see the cross, where love and mercy meet,
as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet,
for the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away,
and Christ emerges from the grave,
This victory march continues till the day,
ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him.

So Spirit, come, put strength in every stride;
give grace for every hurdle.
That we may run with faith to win the prize
of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old, still line the way,
retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls, and hunger for the day,
when with Christ we stand in Glory. Chorus
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Invocation Matthew 28:19

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

Service of the Word
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis 204
pa— | X —]
%” ‘ i TR o » #ZD

e @

1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son,
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him
to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
O Holy Spirit, Enter In LSB 913
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3 O might -y Rock, O Source of life, Let Your dear Word,
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from this good hour As  fire it may be glow - ing,
in  doubt and strife, In us be strong - ly burn - ing
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Sun of the soul, O Light di-vine, A - round and 1in
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us  bright-ly shine, To  joy and glad - ness wake us
ness - es may be, Your glo - ry ev - er show - ing.
and ho - ly faith, From You true wis - dom learn - ing.
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That we may be Tru-ly liv-ing, To You giv - ing
Hear us, cheer us By Your teach-ing; Let our preach - ing
Your grace and peace On us show-er; By Your pow - er
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Prayer un - ceas-ing And in love be still in - creas - ing.
And our la - bor Praise You, Lord, and serve our neigh - bor.
Christ con - fess - ing, Let us see our Sav-ior’s bless - ing.
Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-73, adapt.; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (st. 2): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1-6

1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD:
look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
that I might bless him and multiply him.
3For the LORD comforts Zion;
he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
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joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4“Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
SMy righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8
330h, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”

350Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.

1T appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we
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have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, Sso
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. 6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one
who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one
who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 1“And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 1SHe said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-donah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. 191 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the
Christ.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them.

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,



the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the

life -I- everlasting. Amen.

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and tune: Public domain

Sit



Sermon Pastor Alan Flynn

Response to the Word

Stand

Confession and Absolution

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel (Silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness)

(P)

Sit

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority (John 20:22-23; 1 Corinthians 4:1), I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Offering
Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed
with any offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant

kindness toward us.

(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time
or recurring payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take
you only 2 minutes)
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All My Boast Is In Jesus

What wonder of wonders what love is this
That Christ would die for me

His goodness His merit His righteousness
This sinner’s only plea

O foolish pride be crucified

The work is finished

Chorus

All my boast is in Jesus

All my hope is His love

And I will glory forever

In what the cross has done
Now fully forgiven my life is filled
With graces undeserved
For mercy that flowed down that sacred hill
Let praises now return
Rise up my soul and bless the Lord
Who else is worthy Chorus 1

Bridge
O praise the One forever blessed
Him alone my heart adores
And I will boast in nothing less
Than the love of Christ my Lord Repeat

I boast not in riches in strength or might
But in the grace of God

I glory in weakness to live is Christ

In plenty or in want

That I may know that all may see

His pow’r within me Chorus 1

Now I stand in His freedom
Ransomed clean in His sight
And I cannot be ashamed for
My boast is Jesus Christ

My boast is Jesus Christ

Forever my boast is Jesus Christ

CCLI Song # 7222132

Bryan Fowler | Keith Getty | Matt Boswell | Matt Papa

© 2023 Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Messenger Hymns; Be Essential Songs;
bryanfowlersongs

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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Stand

Prayers of the People

P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

O Lord, bestow upon us Your riches and wisdom. Grant us increasing
knowledge of You through Your Word, and help us to trust in Your grace
and favor. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, give the Church and all her servants grace to fulfill the ministries to
which You have committed them. Grant each of us the strength to confess
Christ boldly before the world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of compassion, Abraham was only one when You called him, but You
blessed and multiplied him. Protect mothers with child, and equip fathers
to lead and raise their households in Your fear and love. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bless and guide our president, Congress, governor and all
civil leaders, that they may faithfully pursue peace and unity in the realm.
Give also to all judges and magistrates wisdom and the grace to pursue
justice with mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, our God, You are our life and our length of days. Sustain and
strengthen those who suffer sickness and affliction, and comfort all who
mourn with the promise of everlasting life in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Righteous Lord, lead us to repentance and faith, that we might not think
more highly of ourselves than is right, but set our hearts and minds on the
things of God. Prepare us to receive the blessed gifts of our Lord’s table, by
which You preserve us holy and blameless in Christ until He comes again.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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P} Merciful God, You have redeemed us in Christ and declared us righteous
and holy in Him. Graciously grant that we may offer You our very selves as
living sacrifices, that we may glorify You in all we think, say and do. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Be merciful to us, O Lord, and hear our prayers. Grant to us the grace of
Your Holy Spirit, that we may be led into all truth and be steadfast in the
confession of Christ; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

For the Cause

For the cause of Christ the King
We give our lives, an offering
'Til all the earth resounds with
ceaseless praise to the Son.
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For the cause of Christ we go
With joy to reap, with faith to sow
As many see and many

put their trust in the Son.

Chorus
Christ we proclaim,
The Name above every name;
For all creation, every nation,
God's salvation through the Son!

For the King once lifted high
To cries of rage, of 'Crucify!’
Endured the cross as every
sin was laid on the Son.

To the King who conquered death,
To free the poor and the oppressed,
For lasting peace, for life and
liberty in the Son. Chorus

Let it be my life's refrain,
To live is Christ, to die is gain;
Deny myself, take up my
cross and follow the Son.

Let it be my life's refrain,

To live is Christ, to die is gain;

Deny myself, take up my

cross and follow the Son. Chorus x2

CCLI Song # 7063750 Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend

© 2016 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Townend Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1155989
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¢ The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church ¢

In response to God's amazing grace and love
Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge
where children, youth and adults are:

(GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,

REACHING OUT with the Good News of
Jesus Christ locally and globally,

ACCEPTING others in the same loving way
God has accepted us,

CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and

EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet
joyfully serving others.

Our Core Values

We Believe:

€ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus
3:4-7)

€ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life! No one comes to the Father except through
Him! (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)

€ Scripture is the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith!
(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

€ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His
grace. (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26)

€ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-
20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15)

4 In the power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26; Acts
4:31; Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7)

€ We desire to remain a loving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11), caring family of God.

€ We cherish our Lutheran heritage.




