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" A sower went
out to sow."
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Zion Lutheran Church

Sundays with Zion
Worship . ...... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Hour . . . ... .. 11:00 a.m.

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost — July 12, 2026

Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to
pray and read the Scriptures for the day.

WE ARE DELIGHTED AND BLESSED to have you worship with us today!
ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.

Before we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship.

WE LOVE OUR KIDS ... We love to have them in the service with us, but if your

child needs a break, we do have a “cry room” in the entry way of the church.

A PRAYER AS WE GATHER

O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You
in spirit and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-
giving gifts such that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only
Rescuer, and grow in caring service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

As We Gather

Any gardener will admit they have seen certain plants flourish while others fail.
The plants don’t get a choice in the matter. A plant cannot affect the amount of
sunlight, moisture, or attention it receives. It simply grows the way it was
designed to. You have been planted by the Lord in His garden. You have seen
the light of His Gospel, been watered in Baptism, and been nourished by
heaven’s food. You have been designed to flourish! A pear tree doesn’t grow
pumpkins, and neither do the redeemed fall back into fear or slavery. You are
the harvest of the Lord. We grow to His glory.

Stand

All Hail The King Of Heaven

All hail the King of Heaven

Christ the Lord of all

Whom thundering angels circle ‘round

Ablaze with awe

Let now the Hallelujah of earth in glad refrain

Ascend the throne to him belongs immortal praise
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Chorus
All hail the king of heaven
Creation join together
Let endless praises crown his name
All hail the king of heaven

All hail the Great Redeemer who so humbly came

The lamb of our salvation O for sinners slain

Let now the loud Hosanna resound from shore to shore

You nations say His kingdom reigns forevermore Chorus x2

Let praise of nations rise now as a symphony
To sound the endless wonders of his majesty.
Let every heart adore him, the great and small the same.

Through generations ever let his anthem ring.

CCLI Song # 7186359 Matt Boswell | Matt Papa © 2021 Getty Music Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
Messenger Hymns (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com_CCLI License # 1155989

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19
(P} In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.
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Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
f) |

P — a

\Q\J)/ | A ‘ - » |

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our Ppow’rs;
3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is ours. Our prais -
May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!

to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!

es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so,

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain



Old Testament Reading

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
l1go shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BBInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle

Isaiah 55:10-13

Romans 8:12-17
12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the

flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, 7and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with
him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-1lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

IThat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them. SOther seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they
had no depth of soil, ¢but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they
had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. 80ther seeds fell on good soil and produced grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °He who has ears, let him hear. . .

18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
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has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 2lyet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them.

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life ‘I everlasting. Amen.
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Preach You the Word

LSB 586
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1 Preach you the Word and plant it home To men who
2 We know how hard, O Lord, the task Your ser - vant
3 The sow - er sows; his reck - less love Scat - ters a-
4 Though some be snatched and some be scorched And some be
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broad the good-ly seed, In - tent a - lone that
choked and mat - ted flat, The sow - er  sows; his
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dure and stand When flow’rs and men shall be for - got.
nev - er ask What opride - ful prof - it it may make.
all may have The  whole-some loaves that all men need.
heart cries out, “Oh, what of that, and what of that?”
S Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,
And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow
Will watch and tend His planted Word.
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76, alt.
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000463
Tune: Public domain
Sit
Sermon

Vicar Paul Casem



Response to the Word

Stand

Confession and Absolution

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel (Silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness)

P)

Sit

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Offering
Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed
with any offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant

kindness toward us.

(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time
or recurring payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take
you only 2 minutes)



Come People of the Risen King
Come, people of the Risen King,

Who delight to bring Him praise;

Come all and tune your hearts to sing

To the Morning Star of grace.

From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him,

Where steady arms of mercy reach

To gather children in.

Chorus
Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice!
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
And those weeping through the night;
Come, those who tell of battles won,
And those struggling in the fight.

For His perfect love will never change,
And His mercies never cease,

But follow us through all our days

With the certain hope of peace. Chorus

Come, young and old from every land -
Men and women of the faith;

Come, those with full or empty hands —
Find the riches of His grace.

Over all the world, His people sing —
Shore to shore we hear them call

The Truth that cries through every age:
“Our God is all in all” Chorus

CCLI Song # 5232617 Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend

© 2007 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1155989
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Prayers of the People
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Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Holy Lord, Your Word does not return to You empty but accomplishes Your
purpose. By Your Spirit, make our hearts good soil for Your Word, that by
such faith we may bring forth in our lives the good works to which You
have called us. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of life, continue to sow Your Word through the fields of the earth.
Bless pastors and missionaries as they proclaim Your truth. Prepare the
hearts of all who hear to believe and yield abundant fruit. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, bless parents with faithfulness as they plant Your Word
into their children, that they may grow steadfast among the cares and
troubles of this world. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, all the nations of the earth are Yours, and besides You there
is no other God. Give our leaders the desire for peace and stability and the
ability to govern wisely. Let them plead the cause of widows and orphans
and serve the needs of the least among us. Bring an end to war and strife,
and allow all to live in peace and safety. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of body or
mind. Give them healing. Comfort them with Your presence. Grant them
patience to endure suffering, and assure them at all times that they are
Your dear children and that the glory of Christ awaits them. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, we give You thanks for the many blessings You pour out
upon us. Preserve us by Your Word, that our faith might not be choked by
the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches, but that we may use
all Your gifts in faithful service to You and our neighbors. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we
give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

By Faith

By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation’s grand design

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the pow’r of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand
A place where peace and justice reign
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Chorus
We will stand as children of the promise
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the Church was called to go

In the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost

To deliver captives and to preach good news
In ev’ry corner of the earth Chorus

By faith this mountain shall be moved

And the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail

For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name Chorus

CCLI Song # 5469291 Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend

© 2009 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1155989
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¢ The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church ¢

In response to God's amazing grace and love
Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge
where children, youth and adults are:

(GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,

REACHING OUT with the Good News of
Jesus Christ locally and globally,

ACCEPTING others in the same loving way
God has accepted us,

CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and

EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet
joyfully serving others.

Our Core Values

We Believe:

€ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus
3:4-7)

€ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life! No one comes to the Father except through
Him! (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)

€ Scripture is the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith!
(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

€ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His
grace. (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26)

€ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-
20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15)

4 In the power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26; Acts
4:31; Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7)

€ We desire to remain a loving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11), caring family of God.

€ We cherish our Lutheran heritage.




