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Zion Lutheran Church

Sundays with Zion
Worship . ...... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Hour . . . ... .. 11:00 a.m.

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost — August 10, 2025

Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to
pray and read the Scriptures for the day.

WE ARE DELIGHTED AND BLESSED to have you worship with us today!
ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.

Before we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship.

WE LOVE OUR KIDS ... We love to have them in the service with us, but if your

child needs a break, we do have a “cry room” in the entry way of the church.

A PRAYER AS WE GATHER

O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You
in spirit and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-
giving gifts such that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only
Rescuer, and grow in caring service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

Our Theme for Today

Abraham is promised descendants as numerous as grains on the

beach. Hebrews presents the great gallery of people of faith. Luke talks about
birds trusting and Solomon’s not so great glory compared to a humble lily.
Faith is good for the heart. It keeps our hearts of faith pumping and keeps our
pressures lower as we encounter life.
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise Thy name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn An - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, thea - pos - tle ho - ly train Join Thy sa - cred
4 Thou art King of Glo - ry, Christ; Son of God, yet
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bow be - fore Thee. All on earth Thy scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; Cher - u - bim and ser - a-phim,
name to  hal - low; Proph - ets swell the glad re - frain,
born of Mar - y. For us sin - mners sac - i - ficed,
three = we name Thee; Though in es - sence on - ly one,
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All in heav’n a - bove a - dore Thee. In - fi - nite Thy
In un-ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, Fill the heav’'ns with
And the white - robed mar - tyrs fol - low, And from morn to

As to death a Trib - u - tar - Y, First to break the
Un -di-vid - ed God we claimThee And, a - dor - ing,
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vast do -main, Ev - er - last - ing is Thy reign.
sweet ac-cord: Ho - ly, ho - 1ly, ho - 1ly Lord!

set of sun  Through the Church the song goes on.

bars of death, Thou hast o - pened heav’n to faith.

bend the knee While we  own the mys - ter - y.

Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900, alt.Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch,
1774, Vienna Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19
(P} In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.



Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people
who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by
sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Amazing Grace LSB 744 sts. 1-5
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1A - maz - 1ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares 1
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall  fail And
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was Dblind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, RichmondTune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 15:1-6

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O
Lord GoD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” “And behold, the word
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir.” SAnd he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 11:1-16

INow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was
taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God
had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased
God. °And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw
near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent
fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned
the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.
9By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 1°For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 1By
faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had promised. 2Therefore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.



13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were
strangers and exiles on the earth. 1“For people who speak thus make it clear that
they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of that land from which
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 12:22-34

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23For life
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is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 2¢Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And which of you by
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 2¢If then you are not able
to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27Consider
the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 26But if God so clothes the grass,
which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 22And do not seek what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the nations of the world
seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3lInstead,
seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not
fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 3*For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them.

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven



and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life ‘I everlasting. Amen.

To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89 Text and tune: Public domain

Sit
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus  As stew -ards true re - ceive
3 Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold,
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All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -ly, as Thoubless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
And lambs for whom the Shep-herd bled Are stray-ing from the  fold.
To tend the lone and fa - ther-less Is an-gels’work be - low.
S The captive to release,



Sermon “Faith. Good for the Heart” Pastor Russ Hess

Response to the Word

Stand

Confession and Absolution

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel (Silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness)

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority (John 20:22-23; 1 Corinthians 4:1), I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Sit

Offering
Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed
with any offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant

kindness toward us.

(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time
or recurring payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take
you only 2 minutes)



Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine
Yet not I but through Christ in me

The night is dark but I am not forsaken

For by my side the Saviour he will stay

I labour on in weakness and rejoicing

For in my need his power is displayed
To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome
Yet not [ but through Christ in me

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven
The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free
Yet not I but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day I know he will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me

To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
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Yet not I but through Christ in me
Yet not I but through Christ in me

CCLI Song # 7121852 Jonny Robinson | Michael Farren | Rich Thompson © 2018 CityAlight Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)

Stand

Prayers of the People

®
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faith in the wise and gracious will of God, and for power to turn from
false belief in our own plans and natural powers, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the proclamation of the Word, that it may prosper through the work of
all pastors and church workers in their various callings; for those who are
being called to the Lord’s service and those preparing for church-work
vocations; and for our seminaries and those who teach and learn God’s
Word therein, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Christian fathers, that they, with faith like Abram, would prize the gift of
their children and work in their lives for the good of generations yet unseen,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and those who lead us, that they may be endowed with
wisdom and a good heart, seeking justice and showing mercy, especially on
behalf of the unborn and those least able to defend themselves, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, that they would be delivered from suffering and know God’s
grace and the perfect consummation of hope and full healing of body and
soul, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in God’s mercy, and a
sincere love for the Lord and all our neighbors, that although we are not
worthy of the least of His benefits, the Lord would accept our sacrifice of
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thanks, together with the offerings that we return to Him in faith, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

That we would not be fruitless or ungrateful but magnify God’s grace and
name throughout our lives, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, heavenly Father, You worked the salvation of the world through
the death of Your dear Son, and You work out Your holy purposes through
the deaths of Your saints. Make us faithful unto death, and so receive the
fulfillment of all Your promises; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction Numbers 6:23-26
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

For the Cause

For the cause of Christ the King
We give our lives, an offering
"Til all the earth resounds with
ceaseless praise to the Son.

For the cause of Christ we go
With joy to reap, with faith to sow
As many see and many

put their trust in the Son.

Chorus
Christ we proclaim,
The Name above every name;
For all creation, every nation,
God's salvation through the Son!

For the King once lifted high
To cries of rage, of 'Crucify!'
Endured the cross as every
sin was laid on the Son.

To the King who conquered death,
To free the poor and the oppressed,
For lasting peace, for life and
liberty in the Son. Chorus

Let it be my life's refrain,
To live is Christ, to die is gain;
Deny myself, take up my
cross and follow the Son.

Let it be my life's refrain,

To live is Christ, to die is gain;

Deny myself, take up my

cross and follow the Son. Chorus x2
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¢ The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church ¢

In response to God's amazing grace and love
Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge
where children, youth and adults are:

(GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,

REACHING OUT with the Good News of
Jesus Christ locally and globally,

ACCEPTING others in the same loving way
God has accepted us,

CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and

EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet
joyfully serving others.

Our Core Values

We Believe:

€ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus
3:4-7)

€ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life! No one comes to the Father except through
Him! (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)

€ Scripture is the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith!
(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

€ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His
grace. (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26)

€ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-
20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15)

4 In the power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26; Acts
4:31; Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7)

€ We desire to remain a loving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11) , caring family of God.

€ We cherish our Lutheran heritage.




