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Zion Lutheran Church 
Sundays with Zion 

Worship . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Bible Hour . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. 

Second Sunday of Easter – April 27, 2025 
Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to 
pray and read the Scriptures for the day. 

WE ARE DELIGHTED AND BLESSED to have you worship with us today!   
 

ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.  

Before we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship. 
 

A PRAYER AS WE GATHER 
O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You 
in spirit and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-
giving gifts such that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only 
Rescuer, and grow in caring service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen. 

AS WE GATHER 
Proof is surely what we want, but instead of the kind of proof that would remove 
the need for faith, God gives us His own marks of suffering to satisfy our fears. 
We find our refuge in the wounds of Christ. Thomas found them and the 
doubter became a believer. All of us find answers to the troubles and trials of 
this mortal life in the wounds of Christ, and from these wounds we confess to 
the world, “My Lord and my God!” Don’t let your doubts and fears drive you 
away from Jesus. Go to Him with them all, and He has promised to build us up 
in faith. 
 
Stand 

 

On That Morning  
Of this one thing I am certain 
I am blessed beyond compare 
Jesus saw me lost and broken 
And refused to leave me there 

What a gift it is, my Savior 
Longed so deeply for my heart 
Heaven could not hold His favor 
Until I received my part 
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 Chorus 
On the earth He shared my burden 
On the cross He bore my shame 
On that night death had its way, but 
On that morning I was saved 

Love beyond all comprehension 
God Himself becoming man 
Siding with the worst offenders 
Offering His holy hands  Chorus 

 Bridge 
When the stone was rolled away 

When He walked out of the grave 
All my nights returned to day 

I will lift His Name in reverence 
Until I have reached the end 
When I rise to stand before Him 
I will sing this song again  Chorus 
Words & Music by Kip Fox Copyright 
2015 Puffy Bear Music 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.         Psalm 124:8 
  

 

Service of the Word 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may 
by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and 
God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name LSB 549 sts. 1, 4–7 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

First Reading Acts 5:12–32 
 12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the 
hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of 
the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14And more 
than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 
15so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and 
mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16The 
people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and 
those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 
 17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of 
the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18they arrested the apostles and put them 
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in the public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison 
doors and brought them out, and said, 20“Go and stand in the temple and speak 
to the people all the words of this Life.” 21And when they heard this, they entered 
the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 
 Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called 
together the council and all the senate of Israel and sent to the prison to have 
them brought. 22But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, 
so they returned and reported, 23“We found the prison securely locked and the 
guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 
24Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, 
they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 
25And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are 

standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26Then the captain with the 
officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being 
stoned by the people. 
 27And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the 
high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in 
this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend 
to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We 
must obey God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom 
you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 
who obey him.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Revelation 1:4–18 
 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 
 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us 
a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 
him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account 
of him. Even so. Amen. 
 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty.” 
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 9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the 
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account 
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11saying, “Write what you 
see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and 
to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 
 12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw 
seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of 
man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14The 
hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, 15his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the roar of many waters. 16In his right hand he held seven stars, 

from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun 
shining in full strength. 
 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand 
on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, 
and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even 
so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
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Children's Message 
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them. 

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525 
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Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 

Sermon                                    Pastor Philip Tesch

  

Response to the Word 

Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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Kneel (Silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority (John 20:22-23; 1 Corinthians 4:1), I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

Offering 
Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed 

with any offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant 
kindness toward us. 

 
(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time 
or recurring payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take 
you only 2 minutes) 

 

The Dignity of the Cross 
Our greatest gifts, we bring in vain 
Our sacrifice is not enough 

There is a debt, your love has paid 
You left your throne from above 

 Chorus 
You gave yourself wholly for us 
We give our praise wholly to you, Jesus 
No greater price, no greater cost 
How high the dignity of the cross 
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The weight of sin, the guilt and shame 
Upon the shoulders of a king 
You took the nails, endured the pain 
You did not keep anything  Chorus 

 Bridge 
How deep your love, how wide your arms 
How great the wonders of what you’ve done 

CCLI Song # 6570787  Jonathan Lee | Kip Fox © 2013 JLee Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
 Publishing, Inc.)  Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Tunes (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)  
Wilt Creative Music (Admin. by CWC Music Publishing)  Puffy Bear Music (Admin. by Fun Attic Music, LLC)  For use  
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 1155989 
 
Stand 

 

Prayers of the People 
L  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Glorious Lord, You have worked the salvation of the world through the 
death and resurrection of Your Son. Give strength to our praise, and let our 
hearts and mouths be filled with the joy of Your wondrous works. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

L  Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to die for our sins and to rise for our 
justification. By His holy wounds, bless us with the forgiveness of sins, and 
bless those sent to serve us in Your name, that Your Church would be built 
up in our time and in the ages to come. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

L  Merciful God, remember those who have wandered from the household of 
faith. Faithful to Your promises, work all things in their lives to remind 
them of their need for Your unending grace and steadfast love, that they 
might return to the faith and delight in Your Son, crucified and raised for 
them. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
 

L  Lord of hosts, You sent Your angel to free the apostles from prison, that 
they would speak of the life of Christ. Send Your holy angels to minister to 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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those imprisoned on account of the testimony of Jesus, and embolden Your 
whole Church to give a faithful and loving witness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

L  Lord, with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we pray You to lead and guide 
our president; Congress; our governor; the legislature of our state; and all 
who make, administer and judge our laws. Protect and defend those within 
our community who enforce the rule of law, respond in emergency and 
disaster, and guard our liberty here and abroad. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

L  O Great Physician, even the shadows of Your apostles brought healing to 
the afflicted people of Jerusalem. As we rest under the shadow of Your 
wings, heal Your afflicted servants, [especially _____________,] that they 
would rejoice in Your steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

L  Holy Father, Your Son greets His disciples with peace despite their sins 
against Him. Make us confident in His mercy toward us, and gladden our 
hearts as He comes to us in His body and blood with forgiveness and 
renewal. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

L  Alpha and Omega, almighty God, who was and is and is to come, with You 
all the souls of the faithful rest in safety and in the assurance of the 
resurrection of all flesh. Make safe our way to join them, and bring us with 
John and all the saints into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen.   
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:23-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Resurrection Hymn 
See, what a morning, gloriously bright, 
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light, 
As the angels announce, “Christ is risen!” 
 See God’s salvation plan, 
 Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 
 Fulfilled in Christ, the Man, 
 For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 

See Mary weeping, “Where is He laid?” 
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name; 
It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
 The voice that spans the years, 
 Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us, 
 Will sound till He appears, 
 For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty. 
Honor and blessing, glory and praise 
To the King crowned with pow’r and authority! 
 And we are raised with Him, 
 Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered; 
 And we shall reign with Him, 
 For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead! 
CCLI Song # 4108797 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2003 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church  

In response to God's amazing grace and love 
Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge 

where children, youth and adults are:  

  GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,  

  REACHING OUT with the Good News of 

   Jesus Christ locally and globally,  

  ACCEPTING others in the same loving way 

   God has accepted us,  

  CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and 

  EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet 

joyfully serving others.   
 

 

Our Core Values 
We Believe:  

◆ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus 

3:4-7)  

◆ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life!  No one comes to the Father except through 

Him!  (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)  

◆ Scripture is the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith! 

(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)  

◆ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His 

grace.  (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26) 

◆ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-

20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15) 

◆ In the power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26;   Acts 

4:31;  Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7) 

◆    We desire to remain a loving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11) , caring family of God.  

◆ We cherish our Lutheran heritage. 

 


