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Zion Lutheran Church

Sundays with Zion
Worship . ...... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Hour . .. .. ... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays with Zion

Lenten Evening Prayer Service . . . 7:00 p.m.

Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 17, 2024

Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to
pray and read the Scriptures for the day.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! This moming we will celebrate Holy

Communion. Since this is no small thing that Jesus is giving, it is important for us
to communicate before we receive Communion together. For all guests, we are glad that
you are here! If you and the pastor have not yet spoken about Communion, we will offer
you a blessing at that time in our worship instead of the Body and Blood of Christ until we
can talk more so that in the future, we may indeed receive this precious gift together.

ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.

Before we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship.

PRAYER AS WE GATHER

O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You
in spirit and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-
giving gifts such that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only
Rescuer, and grow in caring service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

Stand

My Song Is Love Unknown LSB 430 sts. 1-4
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Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683

Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879-1962

Text: Public domain

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000463

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P] In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Matthew 28:19

Psalm 124:8



Service of the Word
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Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry and sal-va - tion!
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Strémme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758 Text and tune: Public domain
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that
we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Psalm 119:9-16
9How can a young man keep his way pure?
By guarding it according to your word.
10With my whole heart I seek you;
let me not wander from your commandments!
11] have stored up your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.
12Blesséd are you, O LORD;
teach me your statutes!
13With my lips I declare
all the just decrees of your mouth.
14In the way of your testimonies I delight
as much as in all riches.
15] will meditate on your precepts
and fix my eyes on your ways.
16] will delight in your statutes;
I will not forget your word.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 5:1-10

1Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men
in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently with
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3Because of
this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of
the people. “And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by
God, just as Aaron was.

5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed
by him who said to him,

“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;

6as he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”



7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered. °And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him, 1%being designated by God a high priest after the
order of Melchizedek.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand
Gospel Luke 15:11-32

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

l1[Jesus said:] “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’
And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. “And when he had spent everything,
a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his



fields to feed pigs. 1°And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate,
and no one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18] will
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you. 1° am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me
as one of your hired servants.” 20And he arose and came to his father. But while
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But
the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 22And bring the fattened calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and
asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back
safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him, 29but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for
him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them.

Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ‘- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

The Everlasting Love Of God

How vast the everlasting love of God
How sure and faithful as the morning
This love so great for us could never fail
Nor end for it had no beginning



How strong the Father's beating heart for us
What mercy runs to meet the sinner

As rivers yearn to reach the lowest place
His grace shall flow to me forever

Chorus
Oh the everlasting love of God
It shall ever be my song
So immense and free more than life to me
The everlasting love of God

How great and precious my Redeemer's blood
How pure the passion of the Savior

My sins are drowned beneath this mighty flood
My soul is swept away with wonder Chorus

How deep the measure of the Spirit's work

Who dwells in us who seals the promise

God's love through time and all eternity

Shall stand and we shall stand upon it

What now could separate us from it Chorus x2

The everlasting love of God

Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, Matt Redman CCLI Song #7169038

© 2020 Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Messenger Hymns; Integrity Worship Music; Said
And Done Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License #1155989

Sermon

Response to the Word

Stand

Confession and Absolution

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel (Silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness)
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(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

(Pl Brothers and sisters, God is merciful and kind. He does not leave us in our
sin, but loves and forgives us in Christ. As a called and ordained servant of
the Word, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the -
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Sit

Offering
Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed

with any offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant
kindness toward us.

(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time
or recurring payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take
you only 2 minutes)

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive LSB 609
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they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:

Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow

By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6 Now my conscience is at peace;

From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
7 Jesus sinners doth receive;

Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
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Dying, still to Him I cleave:

Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs:

Heavenly Father, as Your only begotten Son learned obedience though what
He suffered, we pray that You would instruct, bless and relieve Your servants
who are in need.

Sustain them as they walk the way of the cross with Your Son, that they
may know the fullness of His eternal salvation.

Gracious God and Father, though Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to bring us
Your heavenly peace, violence and conflict still rage among Your children on
earth. We ask that in Your mercy and goodness You will cause the present
violence in Ukraine, in Israel and Gaza, and now in Haiti to come to an end.

Bring a restoration of calm and security, and heal the wounds that have
been inflicted. Restore and preserve peace so that what has been laid
waste and made desolate can again be built up for the wellbeing of our
neighbors around the world.

Heavenly Father, bless and sustain Matthew, our Synod president; Michael,
our district president; David, our circuit visitor; and our pastor, who like all
flesh are beset with weakness.

Grant that they would deal with us gently, and keep them faithful to
proclaim Your Word.

Heavenly Father, Your Son came not to be served but to serve.

Turn us from lording our authority over one another, turning us instead
humbly to serve one another in our homes, communities, and
congregation as Christ has so humbly served us.

Heavenly Father, look with mercy on our Chief Justice Roberts and all earthly

authorities. Guard them from the temptation to wield earthly power

improperly.

Lead them to serve faithfully according to Your good and gracious will.
11



Additional prayers are offered at this time

Heavenly Father, Your Son stands before You as our great High Priest.

By Your Spirit, prepare our hearts to worthily receive the Body and
Blood of our Savior, who was sacrificed for us on the cross for the
forgiveness of our sins.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin,
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

12
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life.

P)

208

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on
the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You
thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer
His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father,
to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 434
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text and tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546 Text and tune: Public domain
Sit

Distribution

Holy Communion with Zion Lutheran Church

By participating in Holy Communion...
... we acknowledge that we have sinned.
... we trust that Jesus is giving His true Body and Blood for the forgiveness of our sins.
... we resolve to turn away from our sin.
... you are uniting yourself under the teaching and discipline of the church with which you
are communing.

Perhaps you are not yet sure about what Zion and our sister churches stand for, or perhaps you
have not yet received baptism. Still, we are truly glad to be with you today, and you are invited
to fold your hands over your chest to indicate that you are receiving a blessing instead, but
please talk with our pastor or with one of our elders after worship so that indeed we may
receive this precious gift from Jesus together soon.

For the clear cups in the center of the trays, Communion assistants take a bottle of white grape
juice, add a drop of wine (by which Jesus promises to give His true Blood), and then use that
bottle to fill these special cups. In this way, you know you receive the Blood of Christ with a
minimal amount of wine that has been thoroughly diluted. (We understand that alcohol is a
concern for some, in which case we encourage you to make time to talk with the pastor.)

15



Prayer for before Communing

O Lord, our God, in Holy Baptism You have called us to be Christians and granted
us the remission of sins. Make me ready to receive the most holy Body and Blood
of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins, and grant us grateful hearts that we
may give thanks to You, O Father, to Your Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

After Receiving Communion

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving
Body and Blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that,
having with our mouths feasted on this holy meal, we may by faith obtain and
forever enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, eternal life in Christ, and
unity with one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Bread of Life

Eat of the bread, drink of the wine,
Take and remember evry time.
Sweet forgiveness, holy and pure;
Presence of the Savior for the world.

Chorus
Here is the bread of life for me.
Here is a well that won’t run dry.
Jesus, Messiah, has come to me
And made a way for eternal life.

Eat of the body, drink of the blood.

Mercy poured out from Lamb of God.

Led to the slaughter, silent and pure,

Love laid down His life for all the world. Chorus

Bridge
Washed in a flood
Of selfless love.
Freedom in Christ,
Called from death to life. Repeat

You are the bread of life for me.
You are a well that won’t run dry.
Jesus, Messiah, You came for me
And made a way for eternal life.

Eat of the bread, drink of the wine.
16



Take and remember ev’ry time.
© 2011 Kris Huston / Published 2011 by Concordia Publishing House

3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118-3968
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

My Song Is Love Unknown

LSB 430 sts. 5-7

P e —— . | | ———
'\:)D —. - I 2. = al o o o -
5 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made a -
6 In life  no house, no home My Lord on earthmight
7 Here might I stay and sing, No sto - ry so di-
4 H } Il } }
oLl | [ | | ) I
e — ° ;
oF e == =7
way; A  mur-der - er they save, The Prince of Life they
have; In death no friend -ly tomb But what a strang - er
vine! Nev - er was love, dearKing, Nev - er was grief like
_9 #u ! - I I i :
RS S S = FEEE= =
e ' I ] e
slay. Yet cheer - ful He To suf - f’ring goes
gave. What may I say? Heav’n was His home
Thine. This is my friend, In whose sweet praise
— 0 .
o1l | | I | )
{on——1 i o s I j I
That He His foes From thence might free.
But  mine the  tomb Where - in He lay.
I all my days Could glad - ly spend!
E:l;e:i];;;t;%ﬁ.olg?;:d;£87gj96:b ission: LSB H; Li 110000463
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Benediction Numbers 6:23-26
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

His Mercy Is More
Chorus
Praise the Lord
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all knowing, he counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam

What father, so tender, is calling us home

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more Chorus x2

What riches of kindness he lavished on us

His blood was the payment, his life was the cost

We stood 'meath a debt we could never afford

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more Chorus x3

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more

CCLI Song # 7065053 Matt Boswell | Matt Papa © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
Messenger Hymns (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1155989
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¢ The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church ¢

In response to God's amazing grace and love
Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge
where children, youth and adults are:

(GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,

REACHING OUT with the Good News of
Jesus Christ locally and globally,

ACCEPTING others in the same loving way
God has accepted us,

CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and

EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet
joyfully serving others.

Our Core Values

We Believe:

€ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus
3:4-7)

€ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life! No one comes to the Father except through
Him! (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)

€ Scriptureis the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith!
(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

€ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His
grace. (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26)

€ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-
20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15)

€ Inthe power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26; Acts
4:31; Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7)

€ We desireto remain aloving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11) , caring family of God.

€ We cherish our Lutheran heritage.




