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Mission Statement 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is a family of Christians 

Growing in Faith and Reaching out in Love 
 
 

 

 
Welcome to God's House which is the spiritual home of all who worship today, wherever you may be.  

Part of Prince of Peace Church's mission statement says that we are "a family of Christians." Because 

God has made us family, we are together, even though we are physically separated, to receive the Lord's 

strength, comfort and peace. Christ, our brother, is with us, and his presence will change us. As new 

people, we leave this time of worship to live our daily lives in the world as ambassadors for Christ. Go, 

but remember to come home. See you next Sunday! 

 

The Glass Cross on the Altar is unique. There are only 3 of these handmade crosses in the world. The 

other two are in congregations with whom we share our ministry. One is on the altar of Kopano Lutheran 

Church in Mogwase, South Africa and the other is at the Evangelische Stadtpfarrkirche Hermannstadt in 

Sibiu, Romania. These Lutheran churches are ministry partners with us with whom we have shared 

visits, resources and mutual support. Each Sunday as we gather in worship under this common cross, we 

are reminded of our faith in our Savior, Jesus the Christ, whose Spirit unites peoples of different 

countries, races, cultures and histories under His benevolent love.   
 

 

        
 

Worship Leaders 
     Preaching Minister Jennifer DeNetz  

     Presiding Minister Roger McQuistion 

     Musicians  Colleen Perrine 

        Bob Merrill 

     Reader  Adam Brown   

     Technical Support    Nathan Jansen 

        Dan LaPorte 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

First Sunday of Advent  

November 29, 2020 
     

ELW denotes the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

P-Pastor     R- Reader     C-Congregation   
 
 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC              O Come O Come Emmanuel         15th cent. French Processional   

Text from Psalteriolum Catholicarum by Kohn 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

 P At every beginning there is a yearning. 

 C O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming. 

 P Awaken our hearts to expect the unexpected and imagine the unimaginable. 

 C O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming.  

 P We welcome your presence now with the lighting of this candle whose flame brings warmth 

to winter and fills this place with the glow of hope. 

 C Amen 

 
 Christ the Lord Is Coming 

Candlelighting Song 

 Cantor: 

    Christ the Lord is coming, bringing hope and light, 

  Reawakening hearts now burdened by the night. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love 

endures forever. 

 C Amen 

 P Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

             Silence for reflection. 

 P Loving and forgiving God, 

 C we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone 

astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not 

been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen 

 P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 

strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen 

 

 

GATHERING SONG        Fling Wide the Door           ELW 259         

     Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; the King of glory comes in state; 

     the Lord of lords and King of kings, the Savior of the world who brings 

     his great salvation to the earth. So raise a shout of holy mirth 

     and praise our God and Lord, Creator, Spirit, Word. 

 

     He is the rock of our belief, the heart of mercy's gentle self. 

     His kingly crown is holiness; his scepter is his loveliness; 

     he brings our sorrows to an end. Now gladly praise our king and friend, 

     and worship him with song for saving us from wrong. 

 

     Oh, happy towns and blessed lands that live by their true king's commands. 

     And blessed be the hearts he rules, the humble places where he dwells. 

     He is the rightful Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, 

     creator of the world, our only strength for good. 

 

     Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; our hearts are open wide in trust. 

     Oh, show us now your lovely grace, upon our sorrows shine your face, 

     and let your Holy Spirit guide our journey in your grace so wide. 

     We praise your holy name, from age to age the same! 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 
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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

 C  And also with you. 

   P  Let us pray.  

C  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 64:1-9                                                                                                   

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem 

and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people 

experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought 

deliverance in the past. 

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come 

down, so that the mountains would quake at your 

presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and 

the fire causes water to boil—to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations 

might tremble at your presence! 3When you did 

awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came 

down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 

perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet 

those who gladly do right, those who remember 

you in your ways. But you were angry, and we 

sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and 

all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We 

all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 

wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on 

your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you 

have hidden your face from us, and have delivered 

us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you 

are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 

potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not 

be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not 

remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are 

all your people. 

 

R  Word of God, word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING                               1 Corinthians 1:3-9                                             

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already 

enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the 

Lord.
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God 

always for you because of the grace of God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every 

way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of 

Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that 

you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 

you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called 

into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 R Word of God, word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                                             Mark 13:24-37 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.          

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all 

suffering.   

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that 

suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will 

be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the 

Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 

and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, 

and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. 29So also, when 

you see these things taking place, you know that 

he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, 

this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, 

neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do 

not know when the time will come. 34It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home 

and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to 

all: Keep awake.” 

 P  The Gospel of the Lord.    

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON                          Pastor Jennifer DeNetz 

                                      

HYMN OF THE DAY Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding ELW 246 

   Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! "Christ is near," we hear it say. 

   "Cast away the works of darkness, all you children of the day!" 

 

   Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth's bondage let us rise; 

   Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 
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   See the Lamb, so long expected, come with pardon down from heav'n. 

   Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all, to be forgiv'n; 

 

   So, when next he comes in glory and the world is wrapped in fear, 

   he will shield us with his mercy and with words of love draw near. 

 

   Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son 

   with the everlasting Spirit while unending ages run! 

 
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

OFFERING                The Promise  Michael Card       

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

 P  Let us pray. Generous God,  

 C you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we 

offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, 

Emmanuel, we pray. Amen 

 

PRAYERS    
 Petitions end:  Hear us, O God.  

 Response:      Your mercy is great. 

 P  Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  C Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

      Give us today our daily bread.  

      Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

      For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

     now and forever.  Amen 
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FINAL BLESSING    

P   The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the 

unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 

C  Amen 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                            Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244                 

   Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

   the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

   The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

   Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

 

   The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 

   go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

   The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

   Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

 

   The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 

   shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

   Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

   in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 

 

   Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

   arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 

   With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

   the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 

 

   Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907    I have decided to follow Jesus 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 P  Prince of Peace is a family of Christians, growing in faith and reaching out in love. 

   Be at peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

✞   ✞  ✞ 
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