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Mission Statement 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is a family of Christians 

Growing in Faith and Reaching out in Love 
 
 

 

 

 
Welcome to God's House which is the spiritual home of all who worship today, wherever you may be.  

Part of Prince of Peace Church's mission statement says that we are "a family of Christians." Because 

God has made us family, we are together, even though we are physically separated, to receive the Lord's 

strength, comfort and peace. Christ, our brother, is with us, and his presence will change us. As new 

people, we leave this time of worship to live our daily lives in the world as ambassadors for Christ. Go, 

but remember to come home. See you next Sunday! 

 

The Glass Cross on the Altar is unique. There are only 3 of these handmade crosses in the world. The 

other two are in congregations with whom we share our ministry. One is on the altar of Kopano Lutheran 

Church in Mogwase, South Africa and the other is at the Evangelische Stadtpfarrkirche Hermannstadt in 

Sibiu, Romania. These Lutheran churches are ministry partners with us with whom we have shared 

visits, resources and mutual support. Each Sunday as we gather in worship under this common cross, we 

are reminded of our faith in our Savior, Jesus the Christ, whose Spirit unites peoples of different 

countries, races, cultures and histories under His benevolent love.   
 

 

 

 
 

Worship Leaders 
    Preaching Minister  Jennifer DeNetz 
    Presiding Minister  Roger McQuistion 

    Musicians   Sondra Joten,  

        Laura Harer 

    Reader   Colleen Perrine    

    Technical Support     Nathan Jansen 

        Tom Richmond 
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All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ.  

As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy  

call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table 

 we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled 

 and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. 
 

    ELW denotes the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

P-Pastor     R- Reader     C-Congregation 
 

 
GATHERING MUSIC         Deep River and Shall We Gather at the River arr. Sylvia Oines                              

  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ✛ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us 

give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

  Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

C We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through 

the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 

people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 

sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 

gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 

forgiveness, grace, and love.  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. Amen 

 

GATHERING SONG Rejoice in God’s Saints ELW 418             

                   Rejoice in God's saints today and all days! 

     A world without saints forgets how to praise. 

    Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer, 

   their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share. 
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   Some march with events to turn them God's way; 

   some need to withdraw, the better to pray; 

   some carry the gospel through fire and through flood: 

   our world is their parish, their purpose is God. 

 

   Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown, 

   who bear someone's cross, or shoulder their own: 

   they share our complaining, our comforts, our cares: 

   what patience in caring, what courage is theirs! 

 

   Rejoice in God's saints today and all days! 

   A world without saints forgets how to praise. 

   In loving, in living, they prove it is true: 

   their way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you. 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 P Let us pray.  

C Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in 

lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for 

those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                     Revelation 7:9-17 

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time of great 

oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer 

gives the faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory. 

9After this I looked, and there was a great 

multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 
10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation 

belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood 

around the throne and around the elders and the 

four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 

before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 

to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13Then one of 

the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 

robed in white, and where have they come from?” 
14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 

Then he said to me, “These are they who have 

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the 

throne of God, and worship him day and night 

within his temple, and the one who is seated on 

the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no 

more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike 

them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at 
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the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of the water of 

life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes.” 

R Word of God, word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
SECOND READING  1 John 3:1-3                                                                         

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be 

the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we 

should be called children of God; and that is what 

we are. The reason the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s 

children now; what we will be has not yet been 

revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him 

as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify 

themselves, just as he is pure. 

 R Word of God, word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          
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GOSPEL READING                                                                                                                 Matthew 5:1-12   Matthew 20:1-16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.          

C Glory to you, O Lord.  

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7“Blessed 

are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 

be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who 

are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when 

people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & SONG              (I Am Thanking Jesus – Namibian & Tanzanian traditional) 

  Brigetta Wingender & Musicians 

                                                                                   

SERMON                               Pastor Jennifer DeNetz                                                   

  

 

                

HYMN OF THE DAY                  Give Thanks for Saints ELW 428 

 Give thanks for those whose faith is firm 

 when all around seems bleak 

 on God's good promise they rely, 

 so while they live and when they die 

 how forcefully they speak— 

 the strong, who once were weak! 

 

 Give thanks for those whose hope is clear, 

 beyond mere mortal sight: 

 who seek the city God has planned, 

 the true, eternal promised land, 

 and steer on toward that light, 

 a beacon ever bright. 

 

 Give thanks for those whose love is pure, 

 a sparkling precious stone: 

 they show by what they say and do 

 an inward beauty, warm and true, 

 for God's concerns they own— 

 God's love through them is known. 

 

 Give thanks for saints of ages past 

 and saints alive today: 

 though often by this world despised, 

 their hearts by God are richly prized.    
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    Give thanks that we may say 

    we share their pilgrim way. 

  
Text: Martin E. Leckebusch, b. 1962 

Text © 2003 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

RENUNCIATIONS AND APOSTLES’ CREED 

P Let us renew our Baptismal Promises first by renouncing the Devil and all the forces that work 

against God, and then by reciting the Apostle’s Creed.   

C I renounce all evil, every force that moves against God’s will. 

I renounce the powers of this world, the structures of inequality, and the agents of 

oppression that undermine God’s purposes. 

I renounce my own participation with these powers, my own actions and inactions that 

draw me from God.   

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                    All Saints’ Video 

Behold the Host Arrayed in White 
Piano setting by Nancy M. Raabe – the hymn text is provided as you meditate on the lives of these saints. 

(Music during All Saints’ Video) 

      Behold the host arrayed in white 

 like thousand snow-clad mountains bright, 

 that stands with palms and sings its psalms 

 before the throne of light! 

 These are the saints who kept God's word; 

 they are the honored of the Lord. 

 He is their prince who drowned their sins, 

 so they were cleansed, restored. 

 They now serve God both day and night; 

        they sing their songs in endless light. 

 Their anthems ring when they all sing 

 with angels shining bright. 

 

  On earth their work was not thought wise, 

 but see them now in heaven's eyes; 

 before God's throne of precious stone 
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 they shout their vict'ry cries. 

 On earth they wept through bitter years; 

 now God has wiped away their tears, 

 transformed their strife to heav'nly life, 

 and freed them from their fears. 

 For now they have the best at last; 

 they keep their sweet eternal feast. 

 At God's right hand our Lord commands; 

 he is both host and guest. 

 

  O blessed saints, now take your rest; 

 a thousand times shall you be blest 

 for keeping faith firm unto death 

 and scorning worldly trust. 

 For now you live at home with God 

 and harvest seeds once cast abroad 

 in tears and sighs. See with new eyes 

 the pattern in the seed. 

 The myriad angels raise their song. 

 O saints, sing with that happy throng; 

 lift up one voice; let heav'n rejoice 

 in our redeemer's song! 

 

Text: Hans A. Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, alt. 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

 P Let us pray. God of all goodness, 

 C generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your abundant 

blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 

and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all 

that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen 

 

PRAYERS    

 Petitions end:  Hear us, O God.  

 Response:      Your mercy is great. 

 P Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 

creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

  C Amen 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 P Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus, the Christ, taught us to pray. 

 C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

    Give us today our daily bread.  

    Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

    Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

   now and forever.  Amen 
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FINAL BLESSING    

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who 

strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ✛ 

Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

 C Amen 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN                            Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423                 

 Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 

 with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

 

 Refrain 

 Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

 gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

 On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 

 we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.  Refrain 

 

 Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 

 grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 

 

 Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

 soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.  Refrain 

 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

 

DISMISSAL       

 P Prince of Peace is a family of Christians, growing in faith and reaching out in love. 

  Be at peace. Christ is with you. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Shall We Gather at the River  arr. Jerry van der Pol 

 

 

✞   ✞  ✞ 
 

 

Flowers Near the Altar    
Flowers today were given by the Prince of Peace Women of the ELCA in remembrance of Sue, Grace, 

Florence, Carol, Nancy and all Prince of Peace women who passed away this past year. You are forever in 

our hearts. 

 

 

Scripture and worship texts are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress and are reprinted/podcast and/or streamed by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS000711. Permission to podcast/stream Deep River/Shall We Gather at the River 

(piano arrangement), Rejoice in God’s Saints, Gospel Acclamation, Give Thanks for Saints, Shall We Gather at the River (piano arrangement) & 

Behold the Host Arrayed in White obtained under OneLicense, License #A-703841. All rights reserved. 


