Line of Duty Deaths

A. Immediate to do’s

1. Identify Officer and Chaplain to notify family

This could be Chief/Sheriff, Command Staff, or an Officer previously designated by the victim. Notification may have to be made to multiple family members in different locations, and done fairly quickly so it may require more than one officer and/or chaplain. Do not make notifications by phone even for out of area family members.
2. Identify a Family Liason Officer

This should be someone fairly close to the family that is articulate enough to speak to the media on behalf of the family, and available to be with the family for at least a week, screen visitors and phone calls, to assist them with funeral arrangements, media relations, life insurance and death benefits, etc.
3. Notify all agency personnel as soon as practical. 
Command staff not otherwise involved with family notifications or the investigation should be assigned to over see this.

Do not wait until morning. The only practical way to do this is by phone. Notify supervisors and have them make notification to their subordinates.

4. Establish location for agency personnel to gather.
Once they get word they will come to the office no matter what time it is.

Have additional Chaplains available at this location.

