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	Supercedes: 01/30/2005


Operational Guidelines
A. Incident Commander shall:
1. Seal off the entire area and restrict entry to the area involved to prevent contamination of the scene.
2. Leave fatality where found.              
3. Have dispatch notify: 
a. Fire Chief, Fire Marshal, and Fire Investigators 
b. RPD, and/or DCSO, and/or OSP.

c. Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) in the event of a bombing, explosive or incendiary device(s) which resulted in death of RF&R member.
4. Do not allow anyone to inspect, alter, add, or remove anything from the scene.  All fire department equipment which might have contributed to the death will be left at its location at the scene.
5. Do not release custody of the scene until authorized to do so by the Fire Chief.
6. Initiate procedure for death of RF&R member.
B. The Incident Commander or Chief Officer shall appoint a member of the department to accompany the fatality to the mortuary.  The member shall:
1. Review the procedure for death of a member on duty in the Policy, Procedure & Instruction Manual.
2. Impound all turnouts, protective clothing, personal clothing, and all SCBA.
3. Place all impounded in a secure location for further inspection.
C. The Fire Chief and Incident Commander shall:
1. Immediately relieve the crew(s) of the deceased member.
2. Launch an investigation into origin & cause of fire and other events which may have contributed to the death of the RF&R member.
3. Arrange a Critical Incident Stress Debriefing for all personnel immediately.
4. Arrange for interviews and written statements of the working crew(s) that shall begin immediately upon debriefing of personnel.
5. Interviews shall be done by department investigators and RPD/DCSO/OSP investigators as necessary.
D. Informing the Next of Kin
1. The Fire Chief {or designee(s)} and Chaplain will inform the next of kin.

This Page Left Blank Intentionally
	Death of an RF&R Member – On Duty (03/31/2007)
	RF&R OG - Page 1 of 2



