Small Group Curriculum Ideas
Video Curriculum

Nooma

Stand alone videos that address topics of faith, love, and living out our beliefs.  Extremely well presented and relevant.  14 total videos running 10-14 minutes each.  Each video comes with study guide with discussion questions for the group.  No work during week.
www.nooma.com
Faith Lessons
Filmed on location in Israel, Faith Lessons videos bring God's Word to life with astounding relevance for modern believers.  Each Faith Lesson is 5-10 sessions long.  Videos are 15-25 minutes long.  Leader’s guides need to also be purchased, participant’s guides are also available.  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com 

The Life You’ve Always Wanted

In this six-session small group DVD curriculum, award-winning author John Ortberg teaches participants the skills essential to "running the marathon" in the Christian life: slowing down, celebrating joy, practicing prayer, studying Scripture, and trusting God. Running time of each session, approx 15 minutes.  Leader’s Guide also needs to be purchased, participant’s guides are available.  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com 

What’s So Amazing About Grace?
If you want to know how amazing grace really is, take a good look at the broken world it heals. In this ten-session small group DVD curriculum, award winning author Philip Yancey takes you and your study group for interactive, gut-level encounters with radical, life-changing grace. Includes interviews with Tony Campolo, Patricia Raybon, Ann Spangler, Debbie Morris, Lewis Smedes, and Mel White.  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com
Crazy Love

The answer to religious complacency isn't working harder at a list of dos and don'ts—it's falling in love with God. God calls each of us to a passionate love relationship with Himself. 

The Crazy Love DVD is a companion to the best-selling Crazy Love book by pastor Francis Chan. Each short video segment corresponds to the ten chapters of the book and includes questions to initiate group discussion, interactions, and practical application. Read the book during the week, then watch the video and discuss the topic at the group meeting. For church, small group, youth group, or individual study.  Participants need to read book in between sessions.
www.smallgrouptrader.com
Uprising

It seems like anyone you talk to these days desires change. They wish they looked different, had a different job, or were better at this thing or that thing. What you've probably discovered is that you can change your appearance, your habits, your friends, your job. but you can't change your character. At least, not on your own. 

In this small group Bible study, Erwin McManus teaches us that there's one thing you can't change about yourself and that's your character. Only Christ can transform us from the inside. In each of the six video sessions, Erwin provides Biblical and practical teaching that will challenge your small group to allow God to transform their character to be more like His. 

Out of all Erwin's teaching he told us that Uprising is what they the use most at his church in Los Angeles to help people work through Biblical transformation. Hearing that from Erwin made us excited to take that great content and put it into a resource that could be used by churches in their Sunday morning classes and small group ministries across the country.  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com
The Prodigal God

In this six-session DVD, pastor and bestselling author Timothy Keller helps churches and small groups plumb the powerful depths of Jesus’ best-known parable to explore the story’s characters—the younger son, the elder son, and the Father whose lavish love exceeds what either son ever expected.  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com
Love Talk

In this 6-session curriculum, experts Les and Leslie Parrott help you improve the single most important factor for a successful marriage---communication! Discover how to identify your interaction style, listen attentively, connect emotionally, and more. Includes DVD and 32-page leader's guide. A hardcover copy of Love Talk and companion workbooks for men and women are available separately.

www.christianbook.com
Simply Christian

In this DVD study based on his bestselling book, N.T. Wright contends that we long for beauty, truth, spirituality, and justice because we hear the echoes of God’s voice.  10 sessions.

www.cokesbury.com
Living the Good Life Together

Learn how faith can impact your life through video, study, discussion, and reflection.  Group then moves out of the classroom and into the world to act on what you have learned.  Flexible lessons last 6-12 weeks depending on the activities the group chooses.


Hospitality


Attentiveness


Discernment


Forgiveness


Intimacy

www.cokesbury.com
Sisters: Studies in Women’s Spirituality
These studies help women integrate the teachings and truth of the Bible into their everyday relationships, decisions, and challenges.  Daily study for group members.  6 sessions each.


Knowing God


Unfailing Love


Finding Balance


Wising Up


A Mile in Her Shoes

www.cokesbury.com
Five Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith

Imagine how different your outlook on life would be if you had absolute confidence that God was with you. Imagine how differently you would respond to difficulties, temptations, and even good things if you knew with certainty that God was in all of it and was planning to leverage it for good. In other words, imagine what it would be like to have PERFECT faith.

In this DVD study, Andy Stanley builds a biblical case for five things God uses to grow BIG faith. (Six sessions).  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com
iMarriage

Standing at the altar, we all had a picture of what our marriage would look like. The problem is this picture of marriage results in expectations that we unload on our spouse. The weight of these expectations will rob your marriage of love and joy. As a spouse you never feel like you measure up and you never feel like you are good enough.

So what are you to do with your expectations? You can't deny them, because most expectations started out as God-given desires. In this series, Andy Stanley explains that you must learn to transform your expectations and look to God if you are to experience marriage as it was designed. (6 sessions).  No work during week.
http://.resources.northpoint.org
Go Fish

In this six-part series, Andy Stanley explores the motivation behind sharing your faith and how it can become a natural part of your life. Designed for small group or personal study. (6 sessions).  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com
Parental Guidance Required

You're providing your child with a variety of experiences and activities; but are you deliberately influencing his or her life? While the culture around you may offer many suggestions about parenting, God has much to say about how to navigate the road ahead of you. (6 sessions).  No work during week.
www.christianbook.com
An Ordinary Day with Jesus

An Ordinary Day with Jesus curriculum looks at various aspects of an ordinary day and how we can connect with Jesus in those moments.  The promise of this course is that it is possible for us to live every day with Jesus—one day at a time. When this starts to happen consistently, life gets exciting—because when we start experiencing the reality of God's presence with us every day, life isn't ordinary any more!

The course structure is flexible so sessions may be taught in a variety of formats: a Friday night/Saturday seminar, four two-and-a-half-hour sessions, eight one-hour Sunday school sessions, etc.  No work during week.
www.willowcreek.com
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality
Peter Scazzero learned the hard way: you can't be spiritually mature while remaining emotionally immature. God awakened him to a biblical integration of emotional health, his relationship with Jesus and the classic practices of contemplative spirituality. And it created nothing short of a spiritual revolution. A revolution that reached so far beneath the surface that he and his church were utterly transformed.

www.willowcreek.com
Experiencing Christ Together Series

Our Experiencing Christ Together Curriculum will help your small group take the next step in living lives of purpose. As your group members walk in the footsteps of those first disciples of Jesus, they will learn what it means to be a follower of Christ in today’s world.  (6 sessions each)


Beginning in Christ


Connecting in Christ


Growing in Christ


Serving in Christ


Sharing in Christ


Surrendering in Christ

http://shopping.lifetogether.com
Christianity and World Religions
Christianity & World Religions is a comprehensive program for reaching new people, creating interest, launching new small groups and strengthening existing classes. The video-based study explores four major world religions - Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism - and compares the beliefs of each with those of Christianity.  No work during week.
http://thewell.cor.org
Confronting the Controversies

Confronting the Controversies is a comprehensive program for reaching new people, creating interest, launching new small groups and strengthening existing classes. The video-based study explores some of the most challenging topics of our time: the separation of church and state, creation and evolution in the public schools, the death penalty, euthanasia, prayer in public schools, abortion and homosexuality.  No work during week.
http://thewell.cor.org
Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White

Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening positions held by people less and less willing to listen to one another. No one agrees on what to do about it. One solution that hasn’t yet been tried, says Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith to model for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political, moral, and religious issues that divide us.

Offering insights first outlined in his book, Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White, now comes a video resource featuring Adam Hamilton teaching these concepts on DVD for group or individual study. Includes leader's guide. (5 sessions)  No work during week.
http://thewell.cor.org
When the Game is Over, it all goes back in the box

Using popular games as a metaphor for our temporal lives, this six-session DVD curriculum neatly sorts out what's fleeting and what's permanent in God's kingdom. Being Master of the Board is not the point; being rich toward God is. Winning the game of life on Earth is a temporary victory; loving God and other people with all our hearts is an eternal one.  No work during week.
http://thewell.cor.org
Hope Lives (Book and DVD)

Hope Lives, a five week series, is more than a group Bible study and devotional experience because it provides opportunities for your small group to take this heart-changing information and apply it. The Small Group Kit includes the Hope Lives book and the Hope Lives Small Group DVD. Each small group session on the DVD correlates with one week's readings in Hope Lives. Each session includes interviews with experts on the issue of poverty or true stories from everyday people who are affected by poverty. These clips are designed to get you and your small group thinking about poverty. Then talk about each clip, answer thought-provoking questions, and interact with one another through focused activities. You will apply what you learn though prayer, commitments, and relationships. Use this series to encourage your small group to develop a Jesus-centered, compassionate response to poverty.

DVD Sessions:

Week 1: Poverty of the Heart

Week 2: God is Not Silent

Week 3: Defining Poverty

Week 4: Prayer

Week 5: Being the Change

www.group.com
Effective Parenting in a Defective World

Raising children is a tough challenge in today's world---especially when they face constant pressure from their peers and culture. Packed with practical advice and Chip Ingram's own experiences, these nine sessions will give you a vision for your children's future, a new understanding of God's principles for child-rearing, and life-changing help for today! 
www.christianbook.com
Studies that Require No Homework During Week

New Community

This high-impact series guides small groups to the transforming power of God's Word in the context of community. Six sessions help group members align their lives and relationships more closely with the Bible's model for the church.  Each series is based on a book of the bible.

http://www.willowcreek.com/group.asp?groupid=57
Tough Questions
This hard-hitting series creates unprecedented opportunities to examine major questions and objections about the Christian faith. In seven sessions designed to get small groups thinking and discussing, each volume leads to a fascinating exploration of vital truths whether a participant is an atheist, a skeptic, a seeker, or a believer looking for a stronger faith. You'll engage in the kind of spirited dialogue that shows the Christian faith can stand up to any kind of scrutiny.

http://www.willowcreek.com/group.asp?groupid=59
Building Character Together

A 6-week bible study looking at more complex issues through the lens of individual Bible characters, asking more penetrating questions with unique learning experiences based on Saddleback Church’s 5 purposes.

Authenticity


Faith


Friendship


Influence


Obedience


Service
www.lifetogether.com
This We Believe

This resource focuses on basic United Methodist doctrines on salvation, sin, sanctification, God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and more. Madsen explores their historical context, scriptural basis, theological implications, and importance.  13 Sessions.

www.cokesbury.com
Following Jesus

This 12-session study teaches what it means to follow Jesus with one’s entire being.  Ideal for groups just beginning their faith walk or for anyone looking for a deeper foundation.

www.cokesbury.com
20/30 Bible Studies

Designed for adult learners in their 20’s and 30’s, each volume includes 7 sessions examining a powerful biblical theme and its associated images.


Balance


Abundance


Afterlife


Community


Family


Mystery


…more

www.cokesbury.com
The Pursuit of Jesus

Who do you say that Jesus is?"  For now, forget about extracting life lessons from Jesus, and explore who he is...because you're fascinated by him and drawn to him. Through 10 dynamic sessions, participants acquire new abilities to articulate why they follow Jesus.

The studies include:

Who do you say I am

Jesus defines "good"

Jesus and his parables

Jesus and the desperate people

Jesus and his family

Jesus and Satan's family

Jesus and his true mission

Jesus acting supernaturally

Jesus, the slaughtered lamb

Jesus, post-resurrection

www.group.com
Too Busy Not to Pray

There's so much going on-work, church, school, family, relationships: the list is never-ending. Someone always seems to need something from us. But time for God, time to pray, seems impossible to find. These studies are designed to help you slow down and listen to God. But they don't stop there! They also help you learn how to respond. As a result you will grow closer to God and experience the benefits of spending time with him. 6 studies for individuals or groups.
www.christianbook.com
Books to study that require homework/daily reading
The Case For Christ

When Lee Strobel's wife became a Christian, he found that the positive changes in her were too noticeable to ignore. Since he had a law background (Yale Law School), and was an investigative reporter, Strobel decided to subject the claims of Christianity to the type of scrutiny he used in reporting on legal cases for a major newspaper. The result: The Case for Christ, a book which chronicles Strobel's journey from atheist to Christian, and offers a compelling argument for the veracity of the Christian faith.

Participant’s would need to read a chapter a week.

www.christianbook.com
The Case for Faith

In The Case for Faith, Strobel turns his skills to the most persistent emotional objections to belief - the eight "heart barriers" to faith. This Gold Medallion-winning book is for those who may be feeling attracted to Jesus but who are faced with difficult questions standing squarely in their path. For Christians, it will deepen their convictions and give them fresh confidence in discussing Christianity with even their most skeptical friends.

www.christianbook.com
The Purpose Driven Life

In this remarkable best-seller Rick Warren will help you understand God's purpose and plan for your life so that you can learn to live the life for which you were created. The book is divided into forty short chapters so that it can either be read as a personal devotional or studied in a small group setting.

www.christianbook.com
The Cure for the Common Life

Max Lucado wrote Cure for the Common Life to help you find your uniqueness. Now, in Cure for Common Life Small Group Study, Max teams with People Management International. In this engaging and dynamic 6-week small group study, you will learn how to: pay attention to your uniqueness, unpack your life to discover your S.T.O.R.Y., strengthen and enhance your relationships, discover your career strengths, and live in your sweet spot every day of your life! It's never too late to uncover your strengths, to discover God's will for your life, or to redirect your career---and cure the otherwise hopeless prognosis of a common life!

www.christianbook.com
Serve God, Save the Planet

Could living the American dream be killing you? Constantly treating chronic illnesses that seemed linked to the earth's increasingly diseased environment, physician Sleeth made a dramatic decision. Discover how his family gave away more than half their possessions, adopted a simpler lifestyle---and gained richer relationships, healthier bodies, and a deeper faith in Christ.

www.christianbook.com
Crown Financial Ministries
Mixes Bible study with strong financial principles.  2 hour classes for 12 weeks.

www.crown.org
Uncommon
Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance, (Tyndale House Publishers) reveals lessons on achieving significance that Super Bowl winning coach Tony Dungy has learned from his remarkable parents, his athletic and coaching career, his mentors, and his journey with God.

Seven Sessions:

1. Strengthening Your Core

2. Loving Your Family

3. Lifting Your Friends and Others

4. Your Full Potential

5. A Mission That Matters

6. Influence Over Image

7. Live Your Faith

www.group.com
Bible Study and Theology
Interactions
This groundbreaking series build life-changing ministry within small groups as members share lifestyles, interests, experiences, and values. InterActions skillfully uses this common ground to enable honest discussions, effective problem-solving, deeper friendships, and growing intimacy with God. Each study guide contains six lessons and everything you need to lead a dynamic small group.

http://www.willowcreek.com/group.asp?groupid=58
Journey Through the Bible

A book-by-book study of the Bible using the NRSV in 16 volumes, each containing 13 sessions.  Each volume has questions to help the reader get into the text, information on the historical and cultural setting, insight into life applications, and a daily personal journey plan.

www.cokesbury.com
Jesus’ Parables Study Series

A series from James W. Moore that examines ways in which these stories from the mind of Jesus can radically change our everyday lives.  There are 6 studies of 6 sessions each.

www.cokesbury.com
Beginnings: Journey to Faith

A DVD-based study series specifically designed to help you introduce core Christian beliefs and practices to new Christians, as well as longtime members who want a refresher:


Beginnings: intro to Christian Faith


Beginnings: The Spiritual Life


Beginnings: Longing to Belonging

www.cokesbury.com
Genesis to Revelation Series

24 volumes in this study series that are each 13 session, verse-by-verse, book-by-book exploration of the Bible using a 3-dimensional approach that guides students to ask questions.

www.cokesbury.com
Deeper Connection Series

This series of Bible study guides with DVD’s aid participants in small groups to make a deeper connection with knowledge of the historical background of the Bible, the biblical text, and real-life applications.  6 sessions each.


The Miracles of Jesus


The Parables of Jesus


The Prayers of Jesus


The Forgiveness of Jesus


The Life of Jesus

www.christianbook.com
BibleSense

Choose what book of the bible you want to study and purchase these books to move you through in six sessions.  DVD is used in the meeting as well as during the week (everyone receives one).  In every meeting you'll:

Taste & See -- Kick off each session with a snack that relates to your study--and view the DVD clip containing the Scripture passage for that session.

Read A Sense of History -- Learn the historical background of the verse and deepen your understanding.

Dig into Scripture -- Through questions and other sensory experiences, you'll see how scripture applies to your daily life.

Make It Personal -- Relate the Scripture message directly to your relationship with yourself, your family and friends.

Touch Your World -- With take home reading, interaction with others, prayer and watching the DVD. Members choose to check in with their partner that week, or to take time to pray for one another as they prepare to apply this week's session.

www.group.com
In-depth Studies
These are studies that require a good bit of work during the week.  Some are video, others are books and workbooks.

Experiencing God

God is not simply the subject of our Bible study. Rather, He is a person who loves and longs to enter into relationship with us. In this contemporary classic Blackaby and King will share with you how God longs to share Himself, His purposes and His ways with you so that you can more fully share in His mission to this broken world. Seize this opportunity to experience the width and length, height and depth of God's great love for you.

Book and workbook options as well as Video and workbook options.  5 daily lessons over 12 sessions.

www.christianbook.com
Disciple Bible Studies (long-term, 32-34 week in depth studies)

These studies look in depth at scripture over a long period of time, with each session lasting 2-2.5 hours.  Video segments as well as discussion.  There is a good amount of work that has to be done in between the sessions.  Great learning experience for those who long to go deeper into scripture.  Leaders must be trained or have gone through Disciple I.
Disciple does now offer some short term, 8-11 week studies.

www.cokesbury.com
Beth Moore Studies

These DVD studies cover different topics.  Taught by Beth Moore.  Usually longer in length and require daily study.


Jesus the One and Only


Believing God


Breaking Free


The Patriarchs

www.christianbook.com
