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If you could sit down and talk with anyone in the world, who would you like to talk to?  I know some of you are big movie fans and fans of the TV show “Inside The Actor’s Studio” hosted by James Lipton, and I imagine you would enjoy doing what he does, sitting down with one of your favorite actors and asking question after question about that actor’s career and his movies and all the stories from behind the scenes.  Some of you, like me, are big sports fans, and you’d love to sit down with one of your favorite athletes and ask what it was like in the huddle in that final drive or what it was like in the locker room after the big win.  Or maybe you’d like to sit down with a political figure and get the inside story about how things work in Congress or what it’s like in the President’s inner circle.
What we’re doing in this series is something like that.  Over these eight weeks we are, in a way, sitting down with Jesus so we can find out what he thinks about some critically important topics.  This is Jesus in his own words.  Some of you might have a Bible that puts the words Jesus actually spoke in red letters.  Everything else in your Bible is in black, but if Jesus said it, it’s in red.  Those are the words we’re studying – not what John said about Jesus, or what Paul said about Jesus – this is strictly the red-letter Jesus.  
Last week we explored what Jesus taught us about himself, and we discovered that Jesus made some pretty radical claims about himself.  He claimed, in fact, to be God in the flesh.  And this week we’re going to sit down with Jesus and hear what he has to say about the Scriptures.  Did Jesus think of the Scriptures as the inspired words of his Heavenly Father, or were they simply the words of some cranky old Hebrew prophets?  And did Jesus think the stories written down in the Scriptures are literally true, or did he think they’re parables and stories and fables meant to teach us moral lessons?  For example, what about Noah and the ark?  Did Jesus think Noah was a real person, and that the flood actually happened?  Or what about Jonah being swallowed by a large fish – did Jesus swallow that story hook, line and sinker?  I imagine that all of us would think it’s pretty cool to be able to sit down with Jesus and hear what he has to say about these Scriptures we spend so much time talking about here at Cornerstone, the Scriptures many of us have spent a fair bit of time reading and talking about over the years.  So let’s do just that for the next few minutes.  Let’s pull out our red-letter Bible and discover what Jesus, who claimed to be God himself, has to teach us about the Scriptures.

Let’s start with a definition – what do we mean when we refer to the Scriptures?  Well, since we’re exploring what Jesus said about the Scriptures, we have to be referring to what we call the Old Testament, the first 39 books of our Bible, what we call the Hebrew Scriptures.  The New Testament, the last 27 books of our Bible, were all written after Jesus lived, so when Jesus is talking about the Scriptures he wouldn’t have been talking about those books.  On the other hand, time after time we will see that Jesus says that his words are the words of God, that he only says what the Father tells him to say.  In other words, Jesus considered his words to be as authoritative and as trustworthy as the Hebrew Scriptures.  But for the most part this morning, we will be exploring what Jesus said about the 39 books we call the Old Testament.
Jesus Taught Us To Love The Scriptures
I love the phrase author Philip Yancey uses for the Old Testament – he calls it “the Bible Jesus read.”  Here’s how Yancey says it: “When we read the Old Testament, we read the Bible Jesus read and used.  These are the prayers Jesus prayed, the poems he memorized, the songs he sang, the bedtime stories he heard as a child, the prophecies he pondered.  He revered every jot and title of the Hebrew Scriptures.  The more we comprehend the Old Testament, the more we comprehend Jesus.” (Yancey, p. 25)  
In working on this message I did what turned out to be quite a fun study.  I got out my red-letter Bible, read everything Jesus said as his words are recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and then wrote down everything Jesus said that in any way referenced the Hebrew Scriptures.  And here’s the main impression I got – Jesus loved the Scriptures.  I was frankly somewhat surprised at how much Jesus references the Scriptures, and it became very apparent that Jesus really loved the stories, songs and sermons of our Old Testament.  Scholars tell us that it was somewhat common for the rabbis of Jesus’ day to memorize at least the first five books of the Old Testament, referred to as the Law of Moses or the Pentateuch, and that some rabbis even memorized the entirety of the Hebrew Scriptures.  And as I read all that Jesus said about the Scriptures, and all the times he quoted the Scriptures, it made perfect sense to me that Jesus had done just that, that he had engaged in the labor of love of memorizing the Hebrew Scriptures from beginning to end.
The first time Jesus references the Scriptures is when Satan tempts Jesus during Jesus’ 40 day fast.  Satan says to Jesus, “If you’re the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  And do you recall Jesus’ response?  Jesus answered Satan by quoting the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy: “It is written, ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4:4, citing Deut. 8:3)  Let me ask you this – when you are especially hungry, what’s the first thing that comes to your mind?  It’s probably not the book of Deuteronomy.  It’s probably pizza or lasagna or lemon chicken or the number 8 at Togo’s.  But Jesus’ first thought is this verse in the Hebrew Scriptures that reminds us that what we need more than food is the truth of God’s Word.  And I don’t think Jesus says this because the Father is making him.  Do you know how you feel sort of obligated to tell your mother-in-law that her lasagna is the best you’ve ever had, whether it is or isn’t?  That’s not what’s going on here; Jesus isn’t saying this because he’s trying to be politically correct.  Jesus lives for and loves every word that comes from the mouth of God.  God’s words are his food.
In his most famous sermon – the Sermon on the Mount – Jesus emphasizes the value he places on the Scriptures: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them.  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (Matthew 5:17-18)  It’s all important, Jesus is telling us.  Why?  Because God said it, and everything God thinks is important enough to say is important for us to read and to remember.  These words are worth devoting your life to.  They are worth reading, studying, meditating on and memorizing.  When you read the red-letter words of Jesus, you can’t help but come to this conclusion – Jesus loved the Scriptures.
Jesus Taught Us To Trust The Scriptures
But here’s the question we have – can we trust the Scriptures?  Can we believe them?  Can we believe the stories – Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Sodom and Gomorrah, Moses and the burning bush, Jonah and the big fish, the stories about David and Solomon and Elisha?  Did Jesus really believe those stories?  Did he trust what the Old Testament authors said?
Genesis 19 tells us the tale of two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah.  Because of their sin, God told Lot to take his family and to leave those cities because he was going to destroy them.  Here’s how the author of Genesis tells the story: “Then the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah – from the Lord out of the heavens … But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.” (Genesis 19:24-26)  So does Jesus buy that story?  Does Jesus think that really happened?  Listen to what Jesus says as he describes what it will be like when the Son of Man returns to earth: “It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.  But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed … Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything.  Remember Lot’s wife!” (Luke 17:28-32)  So yes, Jesus clearly knew the story and he certainly seemed to believe the story.  
How about the story of Noah and the flood – did Jesus believe that?  Did Jesus believe the rather remarkable story that Noah built a huge ark even though he lived in the middle of a desert, and that God sent a flood that destroyed all those who weren’t in the ark?  Here’s what Jesus said:  “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark.  Then the flood came and destroyed them all.” (Luke 17:26-27)  So clearly Jesus didn’t think the account of Noah and the ark was a fairy tale.
Now someone might say, “Well isn’t it possible that Jesus was just going along with what the people of his day believed, even though he understood that the stories of Noah and the ark and Lot’s wife turning into a pillar of salt were just fables?  Isn’t it like when a parent tells his kids he ought to be good because Santa Claus is coming to town?  There’s no need for the parent, at that stage in his child’s life, to go into the nitty gritty about Santa.  So instead the parent just goes along with what his child believes.”

But I really don’t buy that argument.  Here’s the context of Luke 17, where Jesus refers to Sodom and Gomorrah and to Noah and the ark.  Jesus is telling his followers that some day he is going to come back.  He tells them that his return will be unexpected, that people will be going about their ordinary daily activities, totally unaware that his return his imminent.  He tells them that the conditions when he returns will be just like they were at the time of Sodom and Gomorrah, that it will be just like they were right before the flood.  In other words, he’s saying, “History is going to repeat itself, guys.  Just like in the days of Lot, and just like in the days of Noah, people will be totally unaware that God is about to intervene in history.”  And if the events Jesus refers to didn’t really happen in the past, and Jesus knew they didn’t really happen, then why should we believe that his return is really going to happen in the future?  
Well what about something as admittedly hard to swallow as the account of Jonah being swallowed by a large fish?  Did Jesus really believe that Jonah managed to stay alive in the belly of a fish for three days?  Here’s what Jesus said about that:

A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!  But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.  (Matthew 12:39-41)
Again notice the argument Jesus is making.  Jesus is telling us that he’s going to be buried in the ground for three days just like Jonah was in the belly of a fish for three days.  So if you’re going to tell me that Jesus didn’t really believe Jonah was swallowed by a fish and came back out after three days, why should we believe Jesus when he says he’s going to be dead for three days and come back to life?  What Jesus is clearly telling us is that his death and resurrection will happen in history just as Jonah’s adventure with a large fish happened in history.

Well what about the account of Moses meeting God in a burning bush, a bush that just kept burning without burning up, which is told in Exodus 3 – did Jesus think that really happened?  In Mark 12 we read about an exchange Jesus had with the Sadducees, a group of religious leaders who did not believe in the afterlife.  Jesus disagrees with them, and points them to the Scriptures as evidence that there is an afterlife; here’s what Jesus says to them:
Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God? … Now about the dead rising – have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the bush, how God said to him, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”?  He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.  You are badly mistaken!  (Mark 12:24-27)
I have to say I kind of like Jesus’ approach with the Sadducees.  He doesn’t mince words with them.  He doesn’t say, “You know, we’re both right; no one’s wrong.”  He just comes out and says, “No, you’ve got it all wrong.  And the reason you’ve got it wrong is that you really don’t know the Scriptures.  I mean guys, haven’t you read what God said to Moses in the burning busy!  Come on!”  

Here’s my bigger point – Jesus wants us to understand that we can trust the Scriptures, that we can have confidence in the stories, songs and sermons of the Old Testament.  The radical teaching of Jesus about the Scriptures is simply this, that the words we read in the Old Testament are the words of God.  Look at what Jesus says a few verses later in Mark 12, while he’s teaching in the temple courts: “How is it that the teachers of the law say that the Christ is the son of David?  David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: ‘The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand …’” (Mark 12:35-36)  Jesus is quoting from Psalm 110, a Psalm written by David.  But notice who Jesus says is the real author of that Psalm: “David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared …”  In other words, the 77 Psalms penned by David aren’t just the words of David; they are the words of the Spirit of God.  That doesn’t mean, by the way, that the authors of Scripture merely took dictation from God.  But it does mean that the words of Scripture are inspired by God.
Let’s make sure we understand what Bible students mean when they refer to the Bible being inspired by God.  On the one hand they don’t mean that the authors merely took dictation from God.  On the other hand they don’t mean the same thing as when we say that we were inspired by a sunset to write a poem.  Here’s how one scholar puts it: “When Christians says the Bible is inspired, they mean that it’s both the Word of God and the words of men.  [They mean that] without violating the authors’ personalities, they wrote with their own feelings, literary abilities, and concerns.  But in the end, God could say, ‘That’s exactly what I wanted to have written.’” (“The Case For The Real Jesus,” p. 74)  That’s the doctrine of biblical inspiration.  And that’s what Jesus wants us to understand, that we can trust what we read in the Scriptures because what we read is exactly what God wanted to have written.
Jesus Taught Us To Obey The Scriptures
So first, Jesus taught us to love the Scriptures.  Second, he taught us to trust the Scriptures.  Third, Jesus taught us to obey the Scriptures.  We saw that in the Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5, when Jesus said, “Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:19)  
Now wait a minute, you might say.  Did Jesus mean we’re supposed to follow every single law we read in the Old Testament?  What about some of those weird laws in Leviticus?  Leviticus 19:19 says, “Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material.”  So does that mean I can’t wear a cotton/polyester mix?  Leviticus 19:27 says, “Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.”  Does that mean I can’t shave or get a haircut?  Leviticus 19:28 says, “Do not … put tattoo marks on yourselves.”  Does that mean tattoos are taboo?  Just to be clear, they are for our kids, but the bigger question is, are they taboo for everyone, including NBA players?
Some of you have read the book by A.J. Jacobs, who is not a Christian, called “The Year Of Living Biblically.”  Jacobs set out to follow every single rule in the Bible as literally as he could for an entire year.  He ran into problems when he tried to do things like stone people to death for committing adultery, another law found in Leviticus, the 20th chapter.  And what Jacobs discovered in his quite humorous book is that it’s just not possible for anyone to literally follow every single Old Testament law.  So if that’s true, then why would Jesus tell us to obey even the least of the Old Testament commandments?
Let me tell quite frankly that this isn’t an easy issue.  I can’t give you a one sentence explanation.  Here is part of the explanation, though I will admit it isn’t a complete explanation.  There are three kinds of rules in the Old Testament – ceremonial, civil and moral.  The ceremonial laws are the laws governing sacrifices and the laws relating to the priests and how to worship God.  It is very clear that those laws no longer apply.  The New Testament book of Hebrews tells us that those ceremonial laws found their fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Jesus.  We still need to follow the principles of the ceremonial laws in the sense that we still need to worship God with all our hearts and that we need to come clean before God in our worship, but we no longer need to sacrifice animals and worry about being ceremonially unclean.  So the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament no longer apply.

Neither do the civil laws of the Old Testament.  Those are the laws that pertained strictly to the nation of Israel, the laws that God gave Israel to keep her separate from the pagan nations that surrounded her and that gave structure to Israel’s government.  Those laws don’t apply to us either. 

The third category of laws is the moral laws, the laws that govern our moral behavior.  For example, do you remember when a lawyer asked Jesus what the greatest commandment was?  Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind, a moral law that is written in the book of Deuteronomy.  And what did Jesus say is the second greatest law?  To love your neighbor as yourself.  Do you know where that law is from?  It’s from the book of Leviticus, a book that also has all sorts of ceremonial and civil laws that don’t apply.  In other words, we can’t just skip whole books of the Old Testament and says, “Don’t worry, those don’t apply to us anymore.”  We still need to read them, to study them, and to ask, “Are there laws and are there principles in here that I need to obey today?”  
And that’s the big point – Jesus taught us to obey God’s word.  In Luke 11 Luke tells us that a woman in the crowd shouted out to Jesus, “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”  To which Jesus replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” (Luke 11:27-28)  And if you’re wondering, “Well I’m not sure which laws to obey and which ones don’t apply anymore,” let me suggest this – start with the ones you’re sure about.  Start with “Love God with all your heart, soul and mind” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  As Mark Twain famously said, “It’s not the parts of the Bible I don’t understand that bother me; it’s the parts I do understand.”  Let’s focus on what we do understand, and let’s commit ourselves to obeying those truths to the fullest, just as Jesus taught us to do.

Jesus Taught Us To Find Him In The Scriptures
And here’s one last thing Jesus taught us – Jesus taught us to find him in the Scriptures.  Listen to what Jesus said in John 5: “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me … If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.”  (John 5:39, 46)  After Jesus rose from the dead, when he appeared to the disciples as evidence of his resurrection, Jesus said this: 

“This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  (Luke 24:44-45) 
Here’s Jesus’ radical teaching about the Scriptures – if we want to understand the Old Testament Scriptures, we need to have our eyes open for Jesus.  Read the Law of Moses, and if your eyes are open, you will see Jesus.  Read the seventeen books of the Prophets, and if your eyes are open, you will see Jesus.  Read the Psalms, and if your eyes are open, you will see Jesus.  Bible students tell us there are over 300 prophecies in the Old Testament that find their fulfillment in Jesus.  If we want to find Jesus, we can find him in the Scriptures.
Oh, and one last point – Jesus considered his words to be Scripture; Jesus taught that his words were the very words of God.  Jesus said, “My teaching is not my own.  It comes from him who sent me.” (John 7:16)  And because Jesus’ words were God’s words, Jesus could say, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.  These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.” (John 14:23-24)  Jesus’ words are God’s words.  If we love God, we will love the words of Jesus, and we will obey the words of Jesus, no matter how radical those words are.  Let’s commit to doing just that right now.
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