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He is known in basketball circles as “the chosen one.”  His name is Lebron James, and he is without doubt a freakishly talented athlete.  Let me show you just one clip from a game a few years ago where Lebron dunked over another extraordinary athlete named Kevin Garnett in a playoff game, causing the commentators to momentarily lose their minds:  [YouTube clip of Lebron James “with no regard for human life”]
That’s Lebron James – the “chosen one.”  Have you ever wondered what it might feel like to be referred to as “the chosen one”?  It would certainly be a compliment; I imagine I would feel quite honored to be called “the chosen one.”  And I imagine I might feel a bit overwhelmed with peoples’ expectations if people were to point at me and say, “There he is; he’s the chosen one.”  It’s not just in athletics that we hear the phrase.  In the “Terminator” movies John Connor is referred to time and again as “the chosen one,” as the one person who has been chosen by fate to save humanity.  When we refer to someone as “the chosen one,” we certainly mean it as a term of honor and respect, but more than that we mean it as a term of responsibility.  
In Romans 9-11 the Apostle Paul reminds us of a truth that is taught throughout the Bible – you are “the chosen one.”  You have been chosen by God.  Actually Paul used this term in the passage we studied last Sunday when he said in Romans 8:33, “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?”   In Romans 11:5 Paul uses the same term when he writes, “So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace.”  Paul uses another term in this passage with the same general meaning and importance, the term “elect,” a term he uses in Romans 9:11 and in Romans 11:7.  
Before Paul, Jesus himself used these terms.  On the night before his crucifixion Jesus looked into the eyes of his disciples and said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” (John 15:16)  In Mark 13, where Jesus is teaching his disciples about the events of the last days, Jesus says, “If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive.  But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them.” (Mark 13:20)  

One of the clearest statements of this truth is in Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus.  Paul says, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ … In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.” (Ephesians 1:3-5, 11)  And just so we don’t think this whole doctrine of election is something that is largely Paul’s idea, look at what Peter writes in his first letter: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God’s elect, strangers in the world … who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father … But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God …” (1 Peter 1:1-2; 2:9)   

You – you who follow Jesus – you are the chosen one.  Before God created our world, the Bible tells us, God chose you.  This is what Bible students refer to as the doctrine of election, and Paul wrestles with this doctrine in Romans 9-11 just as all the rest of us do.  If you have ever thought about this doctrine at all, if you’ve ever taken it seriously, you’ve surely had a few questions.  For example, if God chose me to be his follower, does that mean that God chose John Doe to be an unbeliever?  And while I’m grateful that God elected me and chose me, isn’t it unfair for God to cut John Doe out of the action?  And then we wonder this – if I am a follower of Jesus because Jesus chose me and elected me, does that mean I didn’t have any say in the matter?  I thought the Bible was big on the whole concept of “free will”?  But what happens to my free will if God chose me?  And if John Doe is not a follower of Jesus because he wasn’t chosen by God, then how can God blame him, how can God hold him accountable?  
If it’s any comfort, Paul himself struggled with those same questions.  In Romans 9-11 Paul addresses a subject that is very dear to his heart – the fact that the majority of his Jewish brothers and sisters had said “no” to Jesus.  Here’s how Paul expresses his own pain over this: “I speak the truth in Christ – I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit – I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.” (Romans 9:1-4)  What Paul doesn’t get is this: Israel, as the Hebrew Scriptures make so clear, was God’s chosen people.  They had been elected by God out of all the nations of the earth.  They had been rescued by God from Egypt.  They had been given God’s laws.  They had been given the Temple, where God was present in a very special way.  God had promised Israel that the Messiah would come from them.  And yet when the Messiah did show up in the person of Jesus, the vast majority of the Israelites turned their backs on him.  So how could that be?  How could God’s chosen people, the elect of God, now be on the outside looking in?  As Paul says it in Romans 9:14, “What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?”  
And while our circumstances are different, that’s very much our question, isn’t it – Is God unjust to choose this person over that person?  Or maybe we ask it this way – Is God unjust to choose my child to be born with autism and not someone else’s child?  Is God unjust to choose my brother to contract cancer and not someone else’s brother?  Is God unjust to choose me to be born in America to live in a land of plenty and to choose someone else to be born in the slums of Mumbai where every day is a titanic struggle?  

I wish I could tell you that Paul gives us all the answers.  Paul would have liked nothing more than to give us all the answers.  Frankly these are some of the questions we will never get exhaustive answers to on this side of eternity.  If you’ve been around Cornerstone for awhile you’ve heard me say this before; you’ve heard me say that the Bible does not give us exhaustive answers to all our tough questions.  But it does give us sufficient answers.  It does tell us what we really need to know.  And what Paul and the Bible assure us is this – God is just and God is loving and God is merciful.  When God makes an election, when God chooses one over another, he is not acting out of caprice or malice.  Everything God does is motivated by love.  Everything God does is done in mercy.  Everything God does is just and fair.  We will not always understand the ways of God; they will not always make sense to us.  But God has given us enough so that we can intelligently make the choice to trust him.  As the saying goes, when you can’t trace God’s hand, trust his heart.  Here’s how Paul ends these three chapters, with just that sentiment:  “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” (Romans 11:33)  God is beyond our understanding, Paul says, but he is deserving of our trust.

But while I can’t answer all our questions this morning, I do want to answer a very important one – so what?  What does it matter that you are the chosen one?  What does it mean to say that you have been elected by God?  What difference does it make in how you live your life to know that out of the 6.7 billion people in the world, you are one of the relative few who have been chosen by God?  That’s Jesus’ word, by the way – the word “few.”  In Matthew 22:14 Jesus ends the parable of the wedding banquet like this: “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  So what is the significance of the fact that you are one of the few who are chosen?
You Are Chosen To Be Loved
Here’s the first thing we need to know – you are chosen to be loved.  The primary reason God chose you is to love you.  One of the terms Paul uses in Romans 9 in reference to our election by God is the term “adoption.”  It’s a term we saw just a few minutes ago from Ephesians 1 where Paul wrote, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ …” (Ephesians 1:4-5)  We were chosen in love to be adopted as God’s sons.
If you were going to adopt a child, what would your motivation be?  Some of you have been through this process and have thought a lot about it.  Or if that’s too hard to think about, think about the process of getting a pet.  When you adopted a dog or a cat into your home, what were you thinking?  Really, those of you who adopted a cat – what in the world were you thinking?  I’ve had a number of dogs in my life, so when we went to get Barney and Abby I had no misconceptions about what we were in store for.  I never thought, “I want to have a dog because I just know a dog is going to make my life easier.  I’m sure a dog will bring me the paper and fetch my slippers and pull the weeds out of my yard and do all sorts of things to make me more productive and more prosperous.”  I knew adopting a dog, or in this case two dogs, would add more work to my life.  I knew they would be messy, they would cost me money, and they would take up a lot of my precious time.  So why did I adopt my dogs?  I wanted to love them.  
And whether you adopted a child or gave birth to a child, you had the same motivation.  You knew it was going to be an expensive sport.  You knew you would lose sleep.  You knew you were in for a significant amount of frustration.  But your motivation in having a child wasn’t your personal gain; it was to give yourself away in love.  And that’s why God chose you – to love you.
In the Book of Deuteronomy Moses explained to the people of Israel why God had chosen them out of all the nations on earth; here’s what he said: “The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery …” (Deuteronomy 7:7-8)   Why did God choose Israel?  It wasn’t because they were better looking or smarter or stronger; it wasn’t because of what they could do to make God’s life better.  God chose them because he loved them; he chose them to love them.  And that’s why he has chosen you.  God chose you to love you.
Steven Curtis Chapman has for many years been my favorite Christian musician, and in recent years has become well known for adopting a number of international children and for sponsoring an adoption ministry.  I want us to watch a song he wrote for his adopted kids called “When Love Takes You In.”  And the main reason I want us to watch this is to help us feel this truth – God chose us and adopted us simply to love us.

YouTube video of “When Love Takes You In” by Steven Curtis Chapman 
You Are Chosen To Be Holy
God chose you to love you.  I hope you never forget that and never doubt that.  If being elected and chosen by God means nothing else, it means that you are precious beyond words to God.
Here’s a second reason you’ve been chosen – God chose you to become holy.  Listen again to what Paul writes in Ephesians 1:4 where he says, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”  This is exactly why God chose the people of Israel, the Bible tells us.  On Mount Sinai God told Moses to say this to the people of Israel: “Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6)  And in the New Testament Peter adopts that same language when he tells this to those who follow Jesus: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God …” (1 Peter 2:9)  
God chose you to make you holy.  By the way, that’s a good thing.  Many of us still have the misconception that to be holy is to be boring, that to be holy is to be a bit backwards.  The first image that comes to mind for some of us when we envision the word “holy” is the Amish – someone who wears a coat and tie 24 hours a day, who doesn’t watch TV or use a computer or listen to an iPod.  But that’s not what holiness means.  To be holy is to be “whole.”  Someone who is holy is a person, we might say, who “has it all together.”  God did not choose you to make you boring.  God chose you to make you a complete person, the kind of person everyone wants to be around, a person of character and courage and compassion.  God chose you to make you into your best you.
Did you ever get chosen to be part of a team?  Maybe it was a Little League baseball team, or maybe it was a dance team, or maybe it was your school orchestra.  And I imagine that the person who picked you worked you hard once you were on that team.  They made you practice long hours, they made you do exercises, and they pushed you and challenged you as hard as they could.  So why did they do that?  Why did my high school basketball coach tell us that he was going to run us until our feet would bleed?  Was it because our coaches and teachers and trainers wanted to make our lives miserable?  Sometimes it sure felt like that.  But that wasn’t their motivation.  Their motivation was to help us reach our potential, to help us to get as good as we could get.  Your coaches had it in their minds that you could reach a certain level of excellence, and so they did everything they could to help you get there.  And that’s why they chose you, because they believed you had the potential to excel.
God chose you to make you holy, to make you into your best you.  God has a very clear vision of who you can become, and God chose you to make you into that person, a person of beauty and integrity.  Of course sometimes that means God has to bring some difficulty and pain into our lives.  Hebrews 12:10 says this: “Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.”  God chose you to make you holy.
And part of God’s motivation is this – God wants you to be an example of what holiness looks like.  God wants people to look at you and say, “Oh, so that’s what real beauty looks like; that’s what kindness and goodness looks like.”  On Mount Sinai God wrote down on stone tablets a long list of laws – 613 of them to be exact.  But what would motivate you more to become a holy person – to read a list of 613 laws, or to see a human life embody the values behind those laws?  God has chosen you and me to become holy so that our world can see with its own eyes what real beauty and goodness looks like.  Paul puts it this way: “You show that you are a letter from Christ … written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.” (2 Corinthians 3:3)  The world is far more likely to read the letters God has written on our hearts than it is to read the letters he’s written in the Bible.  You have been chosen to show the world what holiness and beauty look like.
You Are Chosen To Be An Agent Of Grace
And here’s one more reason you were chosen – you were chosen to be an agent of God’s grace.  Do you remember God’s promise to Abraham, the first of God’s chosen people, the father of the people of Israel?  Here’s what God said to him: “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:2-3)  God chose the people of Israel to be a special people.  He promised to care for them, to provide for them and to bless them.  But notice what God’s ultimate purpose in choosing Israel was – it was to bless all peoples on earth through them.  This is what God says to Israel in Isaiah 49:6 – “I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” God chose the people of Israel to be agents of his grace to the world, to be agents of his healing and redemption and deliverance.
And that is why God has chosen you.  You and I have not been chosen by God so God could exclude our neighbors and friends.  You and I have been chosen by God to be agents of God’s grace to our neighbors and friends.  Do you remember how Jesus said it?  “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” (John 15:16)  The point of being chosen isn’t to keep God to ourselves; the point is to take God to our world.  The point is to bear fruit, which in the context clearly means to help our friends to enter into a relationship with Jesus. 
Let’s think for a minute about what a great honor this is.  God’s greatest desire is to rescue everyone on the planet from the destructiveness of sin; God wants to save every last person.  So how is he going to do that; how is he going to reach 6.7 billion people?  His plan is to do it through a select group of people, people God believes in, people he trusts, people he believes have the compassion and the courage and the determination to be agents of his grace to the world.  God knows this is a difficult task, that it requires sacrifice, that it will involve hardship, that there will be persecution; he knows this is a risky venture.  And so God searched for people who were best suited to serve in the company of the committed, people he believed would best represent his heart and best embody his truth, and when all was said and done … he chose you.  You are the chosen one.  You have been chosen to be an agent of God’s grace.
In Romans 10 Paul penned this well-known passage, verses we often quote when we commission a new missionary:  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” (Romans 10:13-15)  Has anyone ever told you that you have beautiful feet?  I can assure you that no one has told me that.  Frankly, I don’t think feet are anyone’s most attractive body part.  And yet our feet will be called beautiful when we use them to carry the good news of the gospel of Jesus to those who are in need of his saving grace.  And that’s what God has chosen you to do.  Many are invited, but few are chosen, Jesus said – you are one of the few chosen by God himself.  You were not chosen to live a safe, secluded, secure life.  You were chosen for a life of adventure and sacrifice and service.  You were chosen to make disciples of all nations; you were chosen to be an agent of God’s grace.
And to make this very official, I want to commission you.  When we commission a new missionary to go to Africa or India or China, we pray over them and commission them and make a big deal over them, as we should.  But when we do that we sometimes forget that we have been commissioned to be missionaries right here, missionaries to Almaden and to Blossom Hill and to Cambrian and to Santa Teresa and to Willow Glen and to Campbell.  So let me make a big deal over you.  After all, you are the chosen one.  You are one of the few.  So let’s stand as I commission you to be an agent of God’s grace to your world.
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