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Jesus’ most familiar story is surely the parable of the prodigal son found in Luke 15.  It is actually the third of three stories Jesus told to make this point – people are spiritually lost, and it is our job to leave everything else behind to go out and find them.  Let me read you the first two stories Jesus told that day:

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Does he not leave the 99 in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’  I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous persons who do not need to repent.”

“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’  In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  (Luke 15:3-10)
Have you ever lost something that meant everything to you?  Ever lost your passport?  Ever lost your wallet, with all your credit cards and all your pictures and all your cash?  Ever lost your wedding ring?  Or worse yet – far, far worse – have you ever lost a person you loved?  When Ryan was four we lost him at Yosemite National Park for 20 minutes, and it was the longest 20 minutes of our lives.  I can only imagine the despair of losing a child for days or weeks or months.  I can’t imagine a worse feeling – the pit in your stomach, the ache in your heart, the grief and despair and anxiety.

Which is exactly how God is feeling right this second.  Did you know that 90% of the people you meet on any given day are spiritually and eternally lost, destined for an eternity separated from God and from everything good?  And it breaks God’s heart.  And God is doing exactly what you would do if one of your children was lost – he’s out looking for them.  He is on a search and rescue mission, and he is asking you and me to join him.  In fact, it is our purpose for still being here on this earth.  Do you want to know what on earth you’re here for as a Christian?  You’re here to help lost people get back home to their Father.  

Our fifth purpose is this – you were made for a mission.  Last week we talked about how you need a ministry in the church.  You also need a mission in the world.  You need a ministry to believers and you need a mission to unbelievers.  You need a ministry to the Body of Christ, the family of God.  And you need a mission in the world.  

In John 20:21, Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” Now, what are we being sent to do?  What is our mission?  The Apostle Paul is real specific.  He tells us in Acts 20:24, “The most important thing is that I complete my mission, the work the Lord Jesus gave me to tell people the good news about God’s grace.”  

My fifth purpose is to share the Good News of God’s grace.  Once I know that God made me to love me, once I know that my life isn’t an accident, that life has a purpose, and all the things we’ve been talking about, God expects me to share that news with other people.  Now, there’s a word for this, and just like all these other words we’ve looked at every week, it is often misunderstood.  It is the word “evangelism.”  One thing Christians and non-Christians have in common is that neither of them like that word because it makes you think of guys with really big hair who shout real loud on TV and say, “Send me your money.”  But that’s not what evangelism is at all.  Evangelism is a translation of the Greek word for “sharing good news.”  That’s all it means – sharing good news.  Once I know the Good News that God loves me, that he sent his Son Jesus to die for my sins, that God has a purpose and plan for my life, God wants me to pass it on, to share that Good News with others.  

In Acts 1:8 Jesus said this to his disciples just before he ascended into heaven: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When Jesus told this to his followers, do you know where they were?  They were in Jerusalem.  So here’s Jesus’ point.  “Guys, the first place I want you to be my witnesses is right here in your home town.  I want you to start with the people closest to you right here in your own community.  Then I want you to go to Judea and Samaria, to the counties next door.  Then I want you to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.”  

Notice what Jesus does and doesn’t say.  He doesn’t say, “You will be my defense attorney,” because God doesn’t need us to defend him.  He doesn’t say you will be my prosecutor; our job is not to prosecute people for their sin or unbelief.  He didn’t say you will be my salesman; you don’t have to be a traveling salesman for God.  All God wants you to do is to be a witness.  What is a witness?  A witness is somebody who simply talks about what they have seen and experienced first-hand.  And that’s what God expects each one of us to do, to tell other people what he’s done in our lives.

Max Lucado relates this story.  God says to his angels, “My plan is to give the Good News to my children on earth and ask them to share it with the lost people of the world.”  And the angels say, “What if they don’t? What if they aren’t good at it?  What if they fail?  What is plan B?” And God says, “There is no plan B.”   

I Must Share With Those In My World
You were made for a mission.  Your purpose as a follower of Jesus is to join God in reaching lost people, the 90% of our community and of our world who have never made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ.  To accomplish your mission, there are three tasks. First, to complete my God-given mission, I must share with those in my world.    

After Jesus healed a man who had been tormented by demons, the man begged Jesus to let him travel with Jesus.  Jesus said, “No, I don't want you to do that.” In Luke 8:39 Jesus said this: “Go back home and tell people how much God has done for you.”  So that man went all over town telling how much Jesus had done for him.  Jesus says the same thing to you – Go back home and tell people how much God has done for you.  Do you know where your mission starts?  It starts right at home, in your own house, in your own neighborhood, in your own community.  The Bible says this man Jesus healed went all over his home town to tell people what Jesus had done for him.  That’s what God wants you to do.  He wants you to go to your friends, your family, your coworkers, your neighbors, and anybody who crosses your path, and tell them what Jesus has done for you.  God says, “I want you to share the Good News with the people in your Jerusalem, with the people in your world.”  

Now, why don’t we do this?  One reason is because we believe the myth that people aren’t interested in spiritual issues.  Yet nothing could be further from the truth.  Every single poll and every single survey says Americans are more interested in spiritual things now than they were ten years ago.  George Gallup did a recent survey and discovered that 65 million Americans have no church home, but 34 million of them said they would attend if somebody would just invite them – think of that, there are 34 million people just waiting for an invitation to go to church!  Let me show you an example of how natural it can be to talk to your neighbor about church.  

Show Video Clip from “Becoming A Contagious Christian” – “Invitation”
Opportunities to share the Good News really are all around us. We just have to be ready for them, and maybe to be a little creative about how we do it.  For example, there’s an eye doctor who put the Four Spiritual Laws on the eye chart on the wall.  “Now read me that first one: ‘God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.’” There’s a wallpaper hanger who when he finishes, he says, “Now you've seen my side job, let me take five minutes and tell you about my real job.”  And he tells his client about the love of Jesus Christ.  

God wants to use you.  There are scores of ways that we can be a witness.  We can give DVDs and CDs to our friends, we can e-mail website links to our friends, we can give them Christian books.  There are all kind of tools we can use to tell people about God’s love for them.  

So why doesn’t God take us to heaven the moment we become a believer?  Have you ever thought about that?  Why does God leave you here on earth?  Heaven is perfect. And here there are problems and trials, sin and temptation.  Why doesn’t God, the moment I say, “Yep, I’m on your team,” instantly take me to heaven?  Well, there are only two things you cannot do in heaven.  Ready?  You can sing in heaven, pray in heaven, fellowship in heaven, serve God in heaven, rest in heaven.  But there are only two things you can’t do in heaven. One of them is sin and the other is tell people who are lost the Good News about Jesus Christ.  Now, which of those two reasons do you think you’re still alive for? 

The only reason we’re left here on earth after we come to Christ is because God wants us to share the good news with people who are outside the family of God.  If somebody hadn’t shared it with you, you’d be lost.  So God wants you to pass it on.  Look at 2 Peter 3:9: “God doesn’t want anyone to be lost, but he wants all people to change their hearts and lives!”  And as long as there’s one person on earth who doesn’t know the Good News, God says we’ve got to keep reaching out.  

Here’s how Rick Warren says it: The church that doesn’t want to grow and reach out to lost people is basically saying to the world, “You can go to hell.”  That’s what they are saying.  And when we don’t ever share our faith, we are saying to the world, “You can go to hell.  I’m already in.  Good luck finding your own way.” 

You were made for a mission, and that mission is to share the Good News about Jesus with people who are lost.  You must share with those in your world.

I Must Dare To Reach Beyond My World

But that’s not all.  It is not enough to just share with the people who are around us.  Next, I must dare to reach beyond my world.  Love demands I move beyond my comfort zone to people with different backgrounds, different educations, and different languages.  Our mission has such eternal consequences, heaven and hell, that we must be willing to risk anything to get the message out.  If you or I had the cure for AIDS or for cancer, believe me, we’d be shouting it on the street.  It would be criminal to keep it a secret. But we have something even more important than that, the way to eternal life.  Somebody cared enough to tell me; I’ve got to care enough to tell others. The Bible says this in 1 Corinthians 9:22: “Whatever each person is like, I try to find common ground with him so that he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him.”  In other words I just don’t hang out with people like me. Christians are called to build bridges, not walls.  We’re to reach out to others.  God expects us to make the first move.  In fact, over and over again God says it in one word – “Go!”  You can’t spell “God” without “go.”  You can’t spell “Good News” without “go.”  You can’t spell “gospel” without “go.”  We have to go!  

Look at James 1:27:  “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress …”  When you read about Jesus, you read that Jesus always rooted for the underdog that people in that society wanted to ignore, the powerless, the poor, the left behind, the imprisoned, the orphaned, the widowed, the aged, the mentally ill, the social outcasts, the sick, the lepers.  If Jesus were alive today, that’s where he’d be hanging out.  Those are the people he’d be spending his time with – people with AIDS, kids from broken homes, the elderly who have no family to visit them. 

One day we’re going to stand before God and he’s going to do an audit of our lives, and he’s going to evaluate if we really learned to love or if it was just all talk.  The Bible says one day Jesus is going to separate people into two groups: sheep and goats.  And he’s going to say to one group, “I was hungry, and you fed me.  I was thirsty and you gave me a drink.  I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home.  I was naked, and you gave me clothing.  I was sick and you cared for me.  I was in prison and you visited me.”  If you go back and read the rest of that passage in Matthew 25, people are going to say, “When did we do that for you, Lord?”  And he says, “When you have done it to one of the least of my brothers or sisters, you’ve done it to me.” When you give a cup of cold water to somebody who is thirsty, when you give a shoe box of toys to a child on the other side of the world who has never had anything, Jesus says, “It is just like did you it for me.”  

I Must Care About The Whole World

To fulfill my mission I must first share with those in my world, second I must dare to reach beyond my world, and third I must care about the whole world.  I share with my world.  I dare to reach beyond my world.  And then I care about the whole world.  And we care because God cares about the whole world.  Mark 16:15 says, “Jesus said to his followers, ‘Go everywhere in the world and tell the Good News to everyone.’”  Now, I want you to notice a couple things about that verse.  Was Jesus talking to pastors there?  No.  Was he talking to missionaries there?  No.  He’s talking to normal followers.  Do you remember what Jesus said when he called his first disciples?  He said, “Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19)  If you’re not fishing, you’re not following.  If we’re not seeking lost people, if we’re not praying daily for our unbelieving friends, then we’re not following Jesus.  We’re not doing what we were made to do and called to do.  

It used to be pretty much impossible to go into all the world with the Gospel.  When Jesus gave that command to his disciples, they didn’t even have the ships to get across the continents.  In those days, they had two primary means of transportation, walk or take a donkey or camel.  That was it.  Today we have ships and planes and trains and automobiles and buses; and with the Internet, the world has even got even smaller.  You can communicate to the entire world from your home, from your den, from your bedroom.    

So let me ask you this, the same question Pastor Rick Warren asked us at the Kick-Off event nearly 40 days ago:  Is anybody going to be in heaven because of you?  When you get to heaven, is anybody going to say thank you, thank you for telling me the Good News?  You knew it and you didn’t keep it a secret.  You passed it on.  This year 238,000 people in California will die, and most of them will go into eternity without Jesus Christ. In the next 365 days, 2.4 million Americans will die, and most of them will go into eternity without Jesus Christ. In the next 365 days, 54 million people in the world will die; most of them will go into eternity without Jesus Christ.  If we care, we must share.  You were made for a mission, a search and rescue mission, a mission to reach lost people with the good news of the Gospel.  Let’s ask God to help us live out what he’s called us to do.

 “Father, more than anything else, I want to fulfill the purposes you made me for.  So today, I accept this fifth purpose, my mission to tell others.  I want you to use me any time, any way, any place.  I want to bring others to you.  I want to serve your purpose in my generation.  And I want to be a part of what you’re doing in the world.  From this day forward, I want to build my life around your eternal purposes, and I want to help our church do the same.  Help me to reach someone for Jesus this week.  In your name I pray.  Amen.”
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