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Cornerstone Community Church
It was a Saturday night.  Ryan and I were downstairs watching college football, as God intended men to do on a beautiful fall evening.  My wife and youngest daughter did not share our interest in whatever game it was we were watching, so they retired upstairs to find something more to their liking.  On one of my trips to the kitchen to grab a Diet Coke, a sound caught my attention.  It was coming from upstairs; it was the sound of singing.  But what were my girls singing?  As I listened more carefully I made out these words – see if you can guess what my wife and daughter were watching:
Many a thing you know you’d like to tell her
Many a thing she ought to understand
But how do you make her stay
And listen to all you say
How do you keep a wave upon the sand

Oh, how do you solve a problem like Maria?
How do you hold a moonbeam in your hand?

When I’m with her I’m confused
Out of focus and bemused
And I never know exactly where I am
Unpredictable as weather
She’s as flighty as a feather
She’s a darling! She’s a demon! She’s a lamb!

She’d outpester any pest
Drive a hornet from its nest
She could throw a whirling dervish out of whirl
She is gentle! She is wild!
She's a riddle! She's a child!
She's a headache! She's an angel!
She's a girl!

How do you solve a problem like Maria?
How do you catch a cloud and pin it down?
How do you find a word that means Maria?
A flibbertijibbet! A will-o’-the wisp! A clown!
Oh, how do you solve a problem like Maria?

How do you hold a moonbeam in your hand?
“The Sound of Music” opened on Broadway in 1959 and was made into a movie in 1965.  It is based on the true story of Maria Rainer and Georg Von Trapp and the Von Trapp family.  I imagine all of us here this morning have seen the movie at least once; we all know the story.  But it occurred to me as I thought about the movie that night that in many ways Maria’s story is a perfect illustration of a person who did just what we’re talking about in this series – Maria discovered her “shape.”

  If you’ve been with us for the last few weeks, you’re quite familiar with what we mean by the word “shape.”  “Shape” is an acrostic – “S” stands for “spiritual gifts,” “H” stands for “heart” or “passion,” “A” stands for “abilities,” “P” stands for “personality” and “E” stands for “experiences.”  Our thesis in this series is that God has shaped each of us in a unique way, and that it is important for us to discover and understand our shape in order to maximize our joy and our impact in life.  
Over the last three weeks we’ve talked about our spiritual gifts and our heart and our abilities; today our focus is on personality.  And I can’t think of a better illustration of the value of understanding your personality than Maria in “The Sound of Music.”  You know the story.  When we meet her Maria is a nun.  Now she clearly has the heart of a nun.  She is passionate about knowing God and serving God.  She is a devout follower of Jesus.  And she certainly has gifts that can be used in the convent to worship God; she is gifted musically, and music is a primary way many of us employ to worship God.

But then we get to her personality, and it only takes a few minutes of this movie (which is so long it lasts longer than a football game) to realize that Maria’s personality is poorly suited for the convent.  God didn’t shape Maria to spend her days in silence and meditation.  God didn’t shape Maria to live inside the four walls of the abbey.  God shaped Maria to be out in her world, singing her songs and teaching kids and even falling in love.  But Maria begins to think that’s not what she should be doing.  She is a nun, after all.  She should be in the abbey; that’s what God called her to do and to be.  But then the Reverend Mother, who understands Maria’s personality better than Maria does, helps Maria to understand that she can still love and serve God out in the world, and she can be happy doing it.  
The oldest book in the Bible is not the book of Genesis; it’s the book of Job.  Listen to what Job says as he addresses God: “Your hands shaped me and made me … Remember that you molded me like clay.” (Job 10:8-9)  The Bible tells us that God was personally and purposefully involved in shaping each of us.  And part of who we are is our personality.  The dictionary defines “personality” as “the organized pattern of behavioral characteristics of an individual.”  Psychologists tell us that they have identified as many as 18,000 different personality traits.  In other words, we are complex beings.  We are hard to get a handle on.  You know that song “how do you solve a problem like Maria?”  We could sing that about every one of us.  Brenda has known me for 29 years, and she is still trying to solve a problem like Craig.  
But here’s the point – God shaped me to have this personality.  Now that’s not an excuse for my sin.  I can’t just be rude and sarcastic and insulting and shrug it off by saying, “Hey, that’s just the way God made me.”  I’m still responsible for my actions and my attitudes.  Did you see this news story from a few weeks ago?  A behavioral geneticist in Stockholm did a study that shows that certain men have what is being referred to as the “cheating gene.”  Men with this particular gene – which is present in 40% of men, researchers claim – have a much higher tendency to be unfaithful to their wives.  One of the questions people raised in response to the research was whether women should get men tested for this gene before they agree to marry them.  
Now here’s the thing.  Let’s say there is such a gene.  Is the man still responsible for his behavior?  If he cheats is he still guilty of adultery?  Of course he is!  I can’t imagine any wife giving her husband a free pass just because of his genes.  We aren’t animals; we aren’t slaves to our urges.  We are responsible for how we live our lives.  God shaped each of us uniquely, but he didn’t shape us to sin.  You can’t be a jerk and blame God for giving you a jerky personality or for making you with the jerk gene.  

But with that said, we need to appreciate that God did shape us uniquely, and the fact that my personality is different from yours doesn’t make mine right and yours wrong.  I imagine that at some time in your life you’ve taken a personality test of some kind.  Those can be kind of fun, can’t they?  No personality test can be exhaustive, certainly not if there are really 18,000 different personality traits in the mix, but any one of a number of tests can help us discover a fair bit about how God wired us up.  One approach is to break people up into one of four main categories – sanguine, choleric, melancholy and phlegmatic.  Let me briefly describe these categories, and then we’re going to show them to you.
The sanguine personality is the people-person.  This person is talkative, outgoing, extroverted, light-hearted and optimistic.  You want lots of these people at your party.  The choleric personality is a doer and a leader.  The choleric tends to be energetic, ambitious and passionate.  The choleric can also get angry easily.  The melancholic personality is more thoughtful, often quite creative, and tends to be very particular and even perfectionist.  While usually kind and considerate, the melancholic has a bent towards depression.  Think “Monk” if you watch TV and you get the picture of a melancholic.  Fourth, there’s the phlegmatic personality.  This personality is more reserved, quieter, generally content, less emotional, and very dependable.  They tend to make very good administrators.
Our drama team has agreed to help us out with this so we can see these different personalities up close and personal.  As you watch them, see if you can identify yourself, and if you’re married see if you notice your spouse in any of these characters.

Drama
There are many different ways of categorizing our unique personalities.  When I do premarital counseling I take the couple through a book called “Fit To Be Tied,” and one chapter in the book addresses just this subject.  The authors – Bill and Lynne Hybels – use what’s called the Myers-Briggs Temperament Analysis to help the engaged couple understand and appreciate each other’s differences.  Myers-Briggs breaks people down along four lines.  First, are you an introvert or an extrovert?  Most of us are familiar with those terms and probably could answer that without much thought.  But how about this one – are you a senser or an intuitive?  While introverts and extroverts differ in their approach to social interaction, sensers and intuitives differ in their approach to gathering and utilizing information.  Sensing people want facts, trust facts and remember facts.  Intuitives are more innovative, more creative.  They tend to have vivid imaginations.  They solve problems based more on hunches than on raw data.  They are big picture people.  Sensers see intuitives as flighty, impractical and unrealistic, while intuitives accuse sensers of being mired in minutiae and slow to see possibilities.  If you want to see sensers and intuitives in a spirited discussion, just peek in on one of our Elder Board meetings.  It can be quite fun.
The third category is between thinkers and feelers.  Here the difference is how people assess choices and make decisions.  Thinkers tend to take a logical approach to life; they tend to be cool and calculated, to be concerned with right and wrong.  The thinker is ruled by his head.  The feeler, on the other hand, is ruled by his heart.  The feeler tends to base his decisions on how his choices affect others.  He prefers mercy over justice, people ahead of profit, and sometimes sees gray where the thinker sees black and white.
The fourth dichotomy is between judging and perceiving.  All people use both judging and perceiving processes to store information, organize our thoughts and make decisions.  Yet one of these processes tends to take the lead in our relationship with the outside world.  The judging style approaches the outside world with a plan and is oriented towards organizing one’s surroundings, being prepared and reaching closure and completion.  The perceiving style takes the outside world as it comes and is adopting and adapting, flexible and receptive to new opportunities and changing plans. Think of it this way – if you like to plan your day off and your vacation, you have more of a judging style; if you want to just wait and see what happens and be more spontaneous, then you’re just wrong.
And that last comment of mine is exactly the problem we have.  We tend to think of our personality traits as being right and as yours as being wrong.  Since I’ve already referenced a movie that’s nearly 50 years old this morning, I might as well reference another.  Have you ever watched “My Fair Lady,” a 1956 Broadway play and a 1964 movie?  Do you remember the song “What Can’t A Woman Be More Like A Man?”  Here are some of the words:

Why can’t a woman be more like a man? 
Men are so decent, such regular chaps. 
Ready to help you through any mishaps. 
Ready to buck you up whenever you are glum. 
Why can’t a woman be a chum? 
Why is thinking something women never do? 
Why is logic never even tried? 
Straight’ning up their hair is all they ever do. 
Why don’t they straighten up the mess that’s inside? 
Why can’t a woman behave like a man? 
If I was a woman who’d been to a ball, 
Been hailed as a princess by one and by all; 
Would I start weeping like a bathtub overflowing? 
And carry on as if my home were in a tree? 
Would I run off and never tell me where I’m going? 
Why can’t a woman be like me?
And that’s the human problem – we all wonder why other people can’t be more like me.  Why can’t my wife be more like me?  Why can’t my kids be more like me?  Why can’t my parents be more like me?  Why can’t you be more like me?  
But I think it is safe to say that none of us really want that.  God loves variety, and we do, too.  And the good news is that unity does not require uniformity.  We don’t all have to look alike, dress alike and think alike to get along with each other and to enjoy each other.  

Accept Me
Let me offer a couple of suggestions to pull this topic together and make it somewhat practical.  First, to make the best of our relationship, you need to accept me.  The Bible says it this way:  “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” (Romans 15:7)  
Think about the way Jesus accepted his closest friends, the twelve young men we call the disciples.  Peter was always talking, even when he shouldn’t.  He was strong-willed and impulsive.  Thomas was a thinker and a doubter; he needed the facts and nothing but the facts.  Simon the Zealot was a political activist.  The Zealots, in fact, were somewhat like a terrorist in our day, dedicated to overthrowing the Romans who ruled Israel at that time.  Matthew was a tax collector who stole from his own people with the blessing of the Romans.  But you will never find Jesus criticizing the guys for their differences.  Jesus accepted them as he found them. 
And Jesus accepts you.  Jesus never tells us, “Look, if you want to follow me, you’ve all got to be an extroverted, intuitive, feeling perceiver.  That’s what I want in a disciple, someone with this particular personality.”  No, Jesus, the one who created us and who shaped us, says, “You, come follow me, just as you are.  And if you do, I will make what is wrong in you right, and I will make what is good in you better, but I will not change who you are.  I made you the way you are, and I would never think of changing the essential you.”
And just as Christ accepts us, we are called to accept each other.  Most of us learned a long time ago that the only way to make our marriages work is to accept each other.  Some of us thought in the beginning that in time we could change our spouses, that we could take that extrovert and make her more introverted like us.  Wrong.  That didn’t work.  But for some reason we don’t always apply that lesson to our other relationships.  So we try to change our kids.  We say silly things like, “Why can’t you be more like your brother?”  Just like we learned to accept our spouse, let’s learn to accept our kids, to accept our parents and our brothers and our sisters and even our pastor.  And remember, I’m not talking about accepting my sin; I’m talking about accepting my shape.  If you see sin in my life, I hope you will be very intolerant.  I hope you’ll be all over me like stink on a wet dog.  But when it comes to my shape, that I know so well is so very different from your shape, I trust you will accept me just as Christ does.  
Be You
Second, to maximize your joy in life and your impact on the world, you need to be you.  Celebrate your shape.  
In August I went to a leadership conference where Bill Hybels interviewed Brad Anderson, the CEO of my favorite store, Best Buy.  My oldest brother lives one block from Best Buy’s headquarters, which I think is the coolest thing and he couldn’t care less about.  At any rate, in this interview Brad Anderson talked about how Best Buy came up with the idea for what they call the Geek Squad.  The Geek Squad is the team of Best Buy employees who provide technical support.  In the last few months I’ve been to see the Geek Squad about eight or nine times with different computer issues, and they have always been extremely helpful.  And if you’ve seen these employees, you know that Best Buy chose to have them dress like geeks.  They decided to play up the geek image to the hilt.  They wear white button-down shirts with thin black ties, black pants and pocket protectors and drive old Volkswagen Bugs on house calls.  Brad Anderson says this part of the company works so well because they hire geeks and tell them to be geeks.  
And I thank God that he shaped certain people to be that way.  I’m also thankful he didn’t shape me to be that way.  I would be a horrible geek; I would be kicked off the geek squad in a matter of hours.  But that’s OK, because I have my own shape and my own niche and my own way of doing things, and I find that I am the happiest and the most productive when I choose to just be me.  

Do you remember what we read from the book of Job, the oldest book in the Bible: “Your hands shaped me and made me … Remember that you molded me like clay.” (Job 10:8-9)  It is no accident that some of you are introverts and others are extroverts.  It is no accident that some of you set goals for your days off and some of you are surprised to wake up and find out you have the day off.  God shaped you intentionally and purposefully.  So let’s celebrate who God made us to be and let’s use our unique personalities to glorify God like no one else is shaped to do.  
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