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Page 46 
A synod (also known as a council) is a council of a church, usually a Christian church, convened to decide an 

issue of doctrine, administration or application. An ecumenical council is so named because it is a synod of the 

whole church. 

The word comes from the Greek σύνοδος meaning "assembly" or "meeting", and it is synonymous with the 

Latin word concilium — "council". Originally synods were meetings of bishops, and the word is still used in 

that sense in Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy. 

 

Page 52     Ariadne's thread (logic) 
Ariadne's thread, named for the legend of Ariadne, is the term used to describe the solving of a problem with 

multiple apparent means of proceeding - such as a physical maze, a logic puzzle, or an ethical dilemma - 

through an exhaustive application of logic to all available routes. It is the particular method used that is able to 

follow completely through to trace steps or take point by point a series of found truths in a contingent, ordered 

search that reaches a desired end position. This process can take the form of a mental record, a physical 

marking, or even a philosophical debate; it is the process itself that assumes the name. 

Implementation 

The key element to applying Ariadne's thread to a problem is the creation and maintenance of a record - 

physical or otherwise - of the problem's available and exhausted options at all times. This record is referred to 

as the "thread", regardless of its actual medium. The purpose the record serves is to permit backtracking - that 

is, reversing earlier decisions and trying alternatives. Given the record, applying the algorithm is 

straightforward: 

• At any moment that there is a choice to be made, make one arbitrarily from those not marked as failures, 

and follow it logically as far as possible. 

• If a contradiction results, back up to the last decision made, mark it as a failure, and try another decision 

at the same point. If no other options exist there, back up to the last place in the record that does, mark 

the failure at that level, and proceed onward. 

This algorithm will terminate upon either finding a solution or marking all initial choices as failures; in the latter 

case, there is no solution. If a thorough examination is desired even though a solution has been found, one can 

revert to the previous decision, mark the success, and continue on as if a solution were never found; the 

algorithm will exhaust all decisions and find all solutions. 

 

Page 54 ; Chiasmus 
In rhetoric, chiasmus (from the Greek: χιάζω, chiázō, "to shape like the letter Χ") is the figure of speech in 

which two or more clauses are related to each other through a reversal of structures in order to make a larger 

point; that is, the clauses display inverted parallelism. Chiasmus was particularly popular both in Greek and in 

Latin literature, where it was used to articulate balance or order within a text. As a popular example, the Greek 

and Hebrew texts of the Bible also contain many long and complex chiasmi. It is also used various times in the 

Book of Mormon. 

Today, chiasmus is applied fairly broadly to any "criss-cross" structure, although in classical rhetoric it was 

distinguished from other similar devices, such as the antimetabole. In its classical application, chiasmus would 

have been used for structures that do not repeat the same words and phrases, but invert a sentence's grammatical 

structure or ideas. The concept of chiasmus on a higher level, applied to motifs, turns of phrase, or whole 

passages, is called chiastic structure. 



The elements of a simple chiasmus are often labelled in the form A B B A, where the letters correspond to 

grammar, words, or meaning. 

Example: 

A "Do not give what is holy to dogs, 

    B and do not throw your pearls before swine, 

    B
1
 lest they (the pigs) trample them under their feet, 

A
1
 and (the dogs) turn and tear you to pieces." Jesus (Bible: Matthew 7:6.) 

 


