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iriah,

God said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, Whom you love, and go to the land of Mg
offer him there as a burnt offering on the moun — -
that | shall show you'Genesis 22:2

Dear Friends of St. Mark's,

This story is a tough one. In the face of God's ¢ »
mand- later rescindedto Abraham to sacrifice hi Life is a balance, between |
son, Isaac, we recoil, as indeed we should. AnC  holding on and letting go.
some say they want nothing to do with such a (

| get it. P

But if we stick with it, and resist an overly literag
this time of so much change, loss, and anxiety S
the future.

When "Isaac" stands for those good gifts of God in which we find our identity and our fu
what if we must give those up? What if they are taken from us? What next? Who are we

| know a congregation who love their-§&&rold church building. This building has some stt
tural impediments that force an impossible choice: keep the building and forego all the n

fure,
 ther

uc-
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they hold dear? Or sell the building and forge a new identify in a new rented space? Whp the

bound up with that beautiful, impossible building. If they give that building up, who will th
then?

Loss of a job or the end of a career raises these questions too. | (mostly) loved my years

chaplaincy. What happened | gave that up? Who did | become then?
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For some of us, "Isaac" is a job or career. For others, "Isaac" is our entrenched family rgles. F

still others, "Isaac" may be a longtime home. "Isaac" may even be the once true, but no\
story we tell ourselves about who we are and how life works.

We are right to love God's good gifts, as indeed "Abraham loved Isaac." But what happe
they are surrendered or lost? Who are we then? Is God still God? Does our trust lie in th
in the Giver? That is the question this story asks.
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We have had several losses this past month at St. Mark's. After decades of marriage, fgrging

identify as a single person can be an enormous shift. Companionship is one of the thing
hear people miss the most. For this reason, I'm starting a once a month dinner group fo
Older Wise Lutheran Singles. This month, we'll meet Wednesday, April 17 at Urban Plat

We don't go through life alone.
Blessings to you this Lent,
Pastor Bekah
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Council News: Highlights from the March meeting

Council met March with discussions of agreement to move forward with design plargg for
the courtyard. Also discussion of Rwanda Trip and Sunday Schopl Sign
Sheet for Teachers.
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Current financial statements and council minutes are available in the binder on the shelf in the
back of the sanctuary.

2019 Councill
Patti Hein-President & Social Ministry
Tom Bell-Vice President & Property
Mona VarnerSecretary
Chris Farnitano-Finance
Nichole Coggiola-Christian Ed Adult
Sydney Jone£hristian Ed Youth
Joyce PortetWorship & Music
Guy Erickson-Facility Use
Sue ShorFellowship
Bill Wikander



April Calendar Of Events

Sunday
8:30 am Worship (Traditional with Choir & Organ or Piano)

Soci al 9: 30 am in Saint [N
10:30 am Worship (Contemporary with Guitars & Drums)
10:30 am Nursery Care Available
10:30 am Sunday School
11:40 am Confirmation Class

This Month
April 4th, 10:00 am, S.F. Night Ministry feeding at the 16th Street BART $t
April 6th, 9:00 ari2:00 pm, Tie & Tea Salad Luncheon in SMC
April 7th, 9:30 am, Rwanda Book Club in MR
April 10th, 7:00 pm, Homeless Forum, with Pleasant Hill Mayor Ken Califls
and Pleasant Hill Clergy, in the Sanctuary
April 14th, 12:00 pm Council Meeting
Apr il 14t h, Palm Sunday & Jar ed0|s
April 17, 5:00 pm, Owls meet at Urban Plates
April 18th, Maundy Thursday Service at 7 pm
April 19th, Good Friday Service at 7 pm
April 21st, Easter Services, Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt following first 4
2nd Tuesday of the Month Social Ministry Meeting 10:00 am MR
Wednesday Crafty Ladies 10200 pm SMC
Thursday Night Choir Practice 7:30 pm in SAN
Friday Morning Adult Bible Study 10:00 am SMC
Saturday Worship Band practices at 10:00 am in the SAN

€

Upcoming Events
May 5th, 10:00 am Combined Service
May 5th, Confirmation of Garrett Hein, Casey Jones, Maggie & Matthew|W
followed by a Cinco de Mayo Luncheon
May 11th, Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly in Lodi, CA
June 27tAJuly 13th, Rwanda Trip
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Rwanda Book Club

April 7th at 9:30 am Discussion of itinerary & packing
the trip.
by Adam Hochschild
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