ThE MARKER

St . Mar kds Lutheran Church
3051 Putnam Blvd. Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Dear Friends of St. Mark's,

Synod Assembly is nearly upon us this year. It is that time of year when people across g
northern Nevada come together to address the needs of the church. A special thanks to
Varner and Tom Bell who will be representing St. Mark's this year. Convening as a churg
plays an important role in our organizational structure.

There are times, however, when our best attempts to clarify one issue seem to add conf
new issues. We want sure and certain, not only in our faith, but in how we live our faith.
must remember we are trying to form structure around the great mystery and diversity o
of Christ and a holy love for God and neighbor expressed in daring, different ways. Add
sionate, unpredictable movement of the Holy Spirit, and we can see the soil for conflict.
not mean we exist without any structure, without any order. But it might mean we realize)
insights, our deliberations, and our mandates, guidelines and rules about Christianity mu
tled in humility because they might be wrong.
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know better, do better.o6 Too often in the

our community invite us to know better, we ignore them while clutching our decrees of tf

We are, instead, invited by God to open our minds and hearts, selves and souls, to know
and doing better. Peter, Paul, and the early followers had distinct ideas about what being
meantand t hey didndt agree. So they made
went forward, and we made more decisions. Some of those decisions have stood the te
others have not.

We pray for the moving of
the Holy Spirit in this year'
synod assembly and in ou
church,

Pastor Bekah

When you know
better you do better.

Maya Angelou
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CO unc i I N ews. Highlights from the April meeting

Di scussion of opening the Nurser u
scheduling teachers for Sunday
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Dear St. Mark's congregation members:

We have hired a nursery attendant!

Her name is Christina Aiello and she has extt

experience working with small children and is a

mom herself. She currently works as a preschool teacher for The Child Day School i
Lafayette, and is trained in CPR and First Aid.

Christinawill start working this Sunday. She will staff the nursery starting at 10:00 A

each Sunday to receive children before the start of the 10:30 AM service and until a@chil
dren are retrieved by their families after the service ends. The nursery will serve infgnt
through preschool aged children.

Come stop by the nursery on Sunday morning and say hello to Christina. | think evel§/-
one, especially the children, will really like her.

Chris Farnitano
St. Mark's Council President



May Calendar Of Events

Sunday
8:30 am Worship (Traditional with Choir & Organ or Piano)
Social 9:30 am i n Saint

10:30 am Worship (Contemporary with Guitars & Drums)
10:30 am Sunday School
11:40 am Confirmation Class

This Month
May 12t h, 3: 00 pm, Peg Bro
May 12th , 7:30 pm, Eagle Court of Honor for David Bachofer
1st Tuesday of the Month Martha Circle 1:30 pm MR
2nd Tuesday of the Month Social Ministry Meeting 10:00 am MR
Wednesday Crafty Ladies 10200 SMC
Thursday Night Choir Practice 7:30 pm in SAN
Friday Morning Adult Bible Study 10:00 am SMC
Saturday Worship Band practices at 10:00 am in the SAN

Upcoming Events
Junelst3rd, Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly, Sacramento, CA
June 24th July 1st, ELCA Youth Gathering, Houston, TX
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Announcement
Eagle Court of Honor for David Bachofer

Date: May 12, 2018 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

l]znl tzypedlty el }vO~e]
Putnam Blvd., Pleasant Hill, CA

Troop 239 members, family, and other friends are

invited to come and enjoy this Eagle Court of Honor celebrat-

tyreUl jtoO~elnnzx{wt~sxpy ezqgepl }yt)
rank. This Eagle Court ceremony will take approximately

one hour and a reception will follow the ceremony.
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David began in Troop 239 on February 2011 after participating
in Webelos at Pack 232 and went on his first troop camping
trip the following weekend after his bridging ceremo-

ny.  After enjoying a few years at Wolfeboro as a scout,

David signed up to be a Mountaineer in the Summer of

2014. He followed that experience serving as a paid Camp

Staff member in 2015 and 2016. Plus, this Summer is again serv-

ing on the 2018 Wolfeboro Camp Staff, as an adult. For the
~0xxp}lezge~ «&leUl jtoec¢l ~e spen}pcen
Philmont Trek that covered 85 miles in 11

days. Ul jt oO~eVIrwpedplitnpea} z
constructing and installing owl boxes for the

A Contra Costa County Flood Control District Pine

W Creek retention basin in Walnut Creek. David

8 had his Eagle Board on February 2018.




Sharing Social Ministry for May

Social Ministry OutreaéMay 2018
Lutheran Bible Translators

Our special outreach for the month of Mawiseran Bible Trans-

lators (Ibt.org), dedicated to sending Lutheran missionaries overseas f
the ministry of Bible Translation and Scripture Engagement (currently
supporting a field of 28 teams of missionaries), in other words Luther-
ans who transl ate the Bible int
available to them. Fewer than 700 of the more than 7,000 languages
the world have translations of the complete Bible and fewer than 1,601
have a translated new testament. Currently work is being down on ov
20 Bible translation projects and 60 scripture engagement projects.
Brian Marrs will share more about this organization and their work on
Pentecost Sunday, May 20Gifts can be specified for this ministry by
indicating Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) on the donation.

Transformed Lives through

God's'Word in Every Language







