Kingdom Faith Part 9
The Parable of the Good Seed
Matt 13:24-39
It is amazing how simply and quietly Jesus can speak a challenge to the very center of the life of every man and every woman who has ears to hear what He is saying them in these simple “one liners”
To set the scene notice (Matt 13:1-2) – Jesus was by the Sea of Galilee at Capernaum far away from Jerusalem

These “great crowds” that followed Him were probably farmers, fisherman, housewives, ect.


There may have been a few Pharisees, Sadducees, and lawyers sprinkled in

He told them the parable of the sower and explained it to His disciples

Then after He told the parable of the wheat and tares He related these two little life challenging parables 

(Matt 13:31)

These men were familiar with soil and seed so they knew that if you sowed mustard seed in your field it would grow up to be a huge mustard plant

A mustard plant may grow 8 to 12 feet high, so it would tower above and overshadow everything else in a field

That is exactly the point Jesus is making

Like mustard seed in soil, when a man receives that “word of the kingdom” into his heart it will grow up and overshadow and dominate everything else in his life

His whole way of living will be changed since he will now be seeing everything from a kingdom point of view


In this simple parable is a personal call and challenge to every man who hears these words

It is a challenge to allow this word of the kingdom that Jesus is proclaiming to take root in your heart and grow up to overshadow everything else in your life

When that happens you will begin to live your life from a kingdom perspective

The next “mini” parable is similar, but now Jesus is speaking to the women in the crowd (Matt 13:33)

Every woman there was familiar with leaven and flour, so she knew from experience that when she “hid” leaven in three measures of flour it would permeate every particle of the dough

When a woman truly receives the “leaven” of the “word of the kingdom” into her heart it will permeate every aspect and every detail of her daily life
She will no longer be living for herself, for her own personal pleasures or following after her own personal desires

When that happens she will begin to live her life from a kingdom perspective

These parables were so simple and straight forward that the disciples didn’t need to ask for an explanation, yet just like then it is so profound that it cuts to the very heart of our being

His challenge to them and to us is “Will you receive the “word of the kingdom” into your hearts so that it will permeate every particle of you being and overshadow and dominate everything else in you life so that you become a “son of the kingdom”

These two parables are word pictures of what happens when the word of the kingdom falls into the good soil in the parable of the sower

Certainly a mustard seed doesn’t grow up to be a tree overnight and leaven doesn’t permeate the whole lump instantly

But once that mustard seed is sown in the field or the leaven is hid in the flour a process is begun that will result in a tree or a leavened lump of dough

And so it is with the word of the kingdom, once we have received it into our hearts it will continue to grow and mature in us until we have become mature as sons of the kingdom
The Parable of the Good Seed (Matt 13:36-39)

There is a wonderful contrast between these two “sower” parables that is intended to open us up to a new insight into God’s kingdom plan


Both parables have a sower, a field, a seed, and a harvest

But the progression from the inner realm of the first parable to the outward realm of the second is tremendous


In the first the sower is anyone who proclaims the word of the kingdom

In the second, however, there is just one who is qualified to be the sower and that One is Jesus (He who sows the good seed in the Son of man – vs.37)


Next we see that in the first parable the field in which the seed is sown is the heart of an individual

Like Gideon’s army it has to do with our response to Jesus’ call for us to come out and participate in the little flock through which He will bring in His kingdom
But in the second parable the field is not an individual person, it is the entire world (the field is the world – vs.38)

To often our thoughts and our attention are turned to all that Jesus has done for us that we tend to be focused on ourselves

Here Jesus is not dealing with His purpose for us as individuals


He is expressing His vision and purpose for the whole world


To Him the world is a vast field that is nearly ready for planting

But what are the seeds that He will use for His planting?


In the first parable the seed that is sown is the “word of the kingdom”

Where it falls into good soil, into hearts that receive it and hold it fast, it brings forth a harvest



The harvest that comes forth is changed people

Mustard seed – men, Leaven – women, whose purpose in life is the coming of a kingdom for Jesus to deliver to the Father

They have become the “sons of the kingdom” and it is these “sons of the kingdom” that are the seed of the second parable (the good seed means the sons of the kingdom – vs.38)

We are the seed, which Jesus will sow into the world to bring forth His end time harvest
Listen you ask your self “Who am I in this universe?”


He has chosen you before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4)

To be just who you are, just where you are, for the purpose of proclaiming the good news of the coming of His kingdom



You and I are not just blips on His heavenly radar screen

We are His chosen one whom He has called and commissioned to receive and proclaim this glorious gospel of the kingdom

As we do that, we are participating in His eternal plan for (Matt 24:14)

All of this brings us to the harvest

In the first parable the harvest, which comes from the sowing of the word of the kingdom into individual hearts, is the sons of the kingdom

These are the kingdom people whose whole purpose in life is to proclaim this wonderful gospel of the kingdom

These sons of the kingdom become the seeds for this second parable, seeds for Jesus to sow into the world

When a seed is sown it falls into the ground and it dies but when it dies it brings forth much fruit (Jn 12:24) which is harvest

When you plant a kernel of corn the harvest you get is multitude of kernels just like the seed that was planted

In the same way, the harvest that comes from the sowing the sons of the kingdom into the world will be a vast multitude of sons of the kingdom like the seeds that were sown

This glorious harvest will usher in the end of the world as we presently know it for Jesus says (Matt 13:39)

A kingdom will have been prepared for Jesus to present to the Father (1 Cor 15:24)

