Kingdom Faith Part 8
The Parable of the Sower Part 2

Matt 13:1-9

The Old Testament event that is the picture of this parable is the record of God’s moving in Israel at the time of Gideon – Judges chapters 6-8
 
Here is how we first meet Gideon (Judges 6:11-12)


He was like the rest of the Israelites, living in fear of the Midianites 


He is hiding in the wine press when the angel of the Lord appears to him

Notice that the angel of the Lord calls him a “mighty man of valor”
Certainly at that moment he neither looked like nor was he acting like a “mighty man of valor”

But God saw the reality that He had put in Gideon and He spoke it forth as a present truth

Because of that Gideon obeyed God 

Something happened in his heart, notice what he did (Judges 6:34-35)

So Gideon sent out the Word to come and defend the kingdom
That word he sent out is a picture of the word of the kingdom that is sown in to hearts in the parable of the sower here in Matt 13
Many thousands of men in these tribes heard this call but of the whole multitude that heard the message only 32,000 came out

Most of the men simply didn’t respond to the word, which they heard

And so, like the seed that fell on the path in Matt 13 they let the word be snatched away           (Matt 13:19)
They were still God’s people and He didn’t reject them
But because they didn’t receive the word to themselves they missed God’s kingdom purpose for their lives

Look what God said to Gideon about those who did show up (Judges 7:2)

What a shock to Gideon because Chapter 8 tells us the Midianite army numbered 135,000 


Gideon only had 32,000 show up

But God continues (Judges 7:3)



In response to that 22,000 more left


They had received the word with joy when they were at home

But now, when they saw the odds were against them and for fear of what might happen to them if they continued to follow the word they “fell away” (Mat 13:20-22)


The army is now down to 10,000 but once more notice God’s word to Gideon (Judges 7:4-6)
Think about it, the men must be very thirsty, and this water, a wonderful blessing from God, would meet their need

Picture all 10,000 of them running down to the water

When they got there 9,700 of them forgot all about the enemy and why they had come out there to start with

They dropped everything and knelt down and gulped up the water

In their delight over the water they forgot about the word they had left their home for

How clearly this represents (Matt 13:22)


But the 300 kept their heads up while they drank
Taking the refreshing gift of God with their attention still on the word that had brought them out there to start with
With these men the “seed” word that Gideon had sown into their hearts had fallen into good “soil” and there it brought forth “sons of the kingdom”       (Matt 13:23)
These were men whose whole purpose in life was to give themselves for the accomplishing of God’s purpose

Now look at God’s word to Gideon (Judges 7:7) AMAZING!!!!!!!

Out of all those thousands of men in Israel who heard Gideon’s call to come out and defend the land (kingdom) only 32,000 came out


And of that 32,000 only 300 had truly received the word into their hearts

Throughout all the testing these men had remained true to the word they received while the others fell away and returned to where they were when they first heard the word

300 is less than one percent of those 32,000
And it is only a tiny fraction of the greater multitude of the Israelite men who heard the word but didn’t even come out
It’s a tiny number really, but notice what Jesus said about the tiny few (Lk 12:32)
I never realized what Jesus was talking about until I connected it to Gideon and his army
It appears that out of the great multitude who will hear the word of the kingdom in our day it will be only a tiny little flock that will receive that word in to their hearts

And yet, for those who have “ears to hear,” this is an exciting word!

The assurance is that there will be a “little flock” whom God will use to accomplish His kingdom purpose!
One more revelation I want us to notice about this whole encounter (Judges 8:22)

The people wanted him to be king


But Gideon realized he was only an instrument in the hand of the Lord


A servant that God used to accomplish His purpose

So he didn’t seek to exalt himself because of what God had done through him             (Judges 8:23)
Also there is no mention that the 300 exalted themselves above the others who had not come out or those who had come out but then went back before the battle

Rather, Gideon and the 300 simply mingled in with the rest of the people 

There was no distinction between the deliverers (the little flock) and those whom they had delivered

All of them equally shared in and enjoyed the fruits of what God had accomplished through the “little flock”


And so it will be with the “little flock” to whom Jesus will give the kingdom

They will be the ones who hear the word of the kingdom and receive it into their hearts so then they become God’s servants for the coming of His kingdom

And just like Gideon and the 300, it will not be for their own glory or benefit
It will be for the glory of God
