Kingdom Faith Part 7
The Parable of the Sower

Matt 13:18-23

The other two parables in this chapter , vs.1-9 & vs. 24-30 go together like the first two

I want to focus on the explanations of these two

Remember when the disciples asked Jesus about this parable Jesus said (Matt 13:11) – “secrets of the kingdom


The explanation of this parable is more than just a simple story of the basic truth of salvation

It is intended to be a revelation of secrets of the kingdom for those who have ears to hear

In His explanation Jesus says the “seed” that is sown is the “word of the kingdom”

I always thought this parable was expressing the need to be born again

Now, I see its not a salvation parable because the “seed is not the word of salvation, it’s the word of the kingdom

Jesus is not sowing kingdom seed into our understanding as a doctrine to change the way we think

The field into which He is sowing is out hearts where it is intended to bring forth a revelation of God’s kingdom

This seed, the word of the kingdom, is seed that is sown in each of the four “soils” that Jesus mentions
Since the “seed” is the same in each case the different results in each case cannot be because of the “seed”

But by the condition of the soil in each “field,” the condition of the heart of the one who hears the word

First there is the path

A path is made by people walking on the same way until the ground is packed solid


No seed can penetrate that kind of ground, it will just sit and the birds will eat it


It’s the same with religious traditions, they wear on us over and over until we become hard


If the “seed,” the word, comes different than our religious traditions then we reject it


Our “path”, heart, is so packed down that the word of the kingdom cannot enter and take root


In Jesus’ day the majority rejected Him and the religious sought to kill Him for this very reason 

He didn’t keep their traditions 

He didn’t walk on their path
They heard the word just like everyone else, but because of their trodden down path of religious traditions they didn’t receive it and the enemy came and snatched it away

We all need to take a good look at our own heart to see if it has been packed down by tradition

Second is the rocky ground

Today just like in Jesus’ day people are just like the Athenians in (Acts 17:21)


People are constantly looing for something new and different to try



The latest video game, clothes, hairstyle………


In the church it seems to be the latest book, or latest revival or move of God



When we hear we clamor around to hear all about it, just like the multitudes did to Jesus


They were caught up in this new thing



But when He became unpopular those who were there for the excitement  soon left Him

Today when the word of the kingdom is preached people who are seeking the latest thing seem to receive it with gladness and want to hear more

But Jesus promised us that persecution would arise on account of the word of the kingdom

And it does because the word of the kingdom is a direct challenge to everyone who wants to rule his own life and the lives of others

Anyone seeking to build his own kingdom will not want to hear this word, and mark my words, he will be against anyone who teaches this

See they are the “rocky ground” they will excuse themselves and return to where they were before they heard this 

They will once again begin to look for the next new and exciting thing

Third there is the thorny ground

Sadly this is where all too many Christians find themselves today

Pressured out by the cares of the world and the delight in riches

Totally consumed with the matters of everyday living

Getting the next promotion, making the mortage, car payments, credit cards, building wealth

All of that is considered commendable in out society, and they are not all bad

But they are all temporal that will pass away and have no eternal value

The problem is not so much with the things themselves as it is the place these things occupy in the life of the believer

So many believers are so caught up in these “thorny” cares of the world that they have no time for those eternal things that will endure (2 Cor 4:12)

I hear it every week


We both work long hours to pay for all the things we have and want


Takes so much time to care for the yard


We got no choice……. Really?

Remember when I said most people are working so hard just to make it to death safely and comfortably?

Well, sadly, this includes Christians 

Ones who say they know Jesus as their savior yet they have every excuse as to why they cant seek His kingdom first


Maybe it was this “thing” centered life Jesus was talking about when He said (Matt 10:39)
So many believers are caught up in the struggle to find their life in the world and the things of the world that the word of the kingdom is being choked out by the cares of the world they are trying to find delight in


We need to consider the condition of the soil in our heart



If God is convicting you it is not to condemn you



It is to encourage you to seek first His kingdom

As we do this we will be able to plow the path, clear out the stones, and burn up the thorns and prepare our hearts to be good soil for His kingdom seed

Fourth, praise God, there is good soil
This is the one who receives the word of the kingdom into his heart so that his life is totally changed

Like the man who found the treasure and they merchant who was seeking, the call to us is to lay aside everything that would hinder us, so that we might become the sons of the kingdom


Sons with a vision and a goal in our lives that center in Jesus and a kingdom prepared for Him to give to the Father (1 Cor 15:24)

Remember I have always encourage you, “You cant just read your Bible, you have to READ your Bible

The problem is this, when we read (Matt 13:8-9) we try to understand it using our percentage ratios
In other words if I invest 1000 dollars and get a return of another 1000 then I got a 100% return on my investment – which is great!

The issue is we don’t understand that in the Bible that is only one fold


You have folded your money only once


One fold equals 100%

That being true


30 fold = 3000%


60 fold = 6000%


100fold = 10,000%

Careful!!!! Jesus is not talking about lots of people getting saved

This return is the heart of an individual

The one who receives the word of the kingdom and understands it 

Becomes a son of the kingdom 

And will bring forth a tremendous return from the kingdom word sown in his heart


Now you can stop trying to be a 100 percenter

Listen if you are a mere “thirty-folder” Jesus gets a whopping 3000% return on the word of the kingdom He has sown in my heart and He and I can both rejoice in that
I don’t have to be the apostle Paul or Billy Graham or anyone else

I am the person that Jesus has made me to be and I am content to be that person

Whether that be thirty-fold, sixty-fold, or hundred-fold

