Kingdom Faith Part 6
The Kingdom in The Parables

Matt 13:10-11
Over and over again Jesus said, “The kingdom is like….”

There are so many Kingdom parables we can’t possibly review all of them


To do that would require that we write an entire separate book


Instead we are just going to limit it to some of the parables in Matt 13

Before we consider these parables I want to take a look at verses 10 & 11, because in them I discovered an important kingdom principle (vs. 10-11)
I can relate to the disciples here – Jesus just told a parable and they didn’t have any idea what He was talking about

They didn’t want to admit it, so instead of saying they didn’t understand, they asked Him why He spoke in parables

I have to confess that Jesus’ answer puzzled me (vs. 11)
That just doesn’t seem to fair that He would tell the disciples secrets that He would tell other people

I mean is He playing favorites, and if He is, that just doesn’t fit with the Jesus I have come to know

No not at all!


The difference is the disciples were the only ones who asked Jesus what He meant


The others just asked each other…… “What is He talking about?”


That is the key


Because they came to Him and asked, He told them the secrets of the kingdom

When you stop saying “I don’t understand the Bible, and come to Jesus with your question He will reveal the meaning to you

For you and I, its not books or tapes, or teachings that are going to reveal the secrets of the kingdom of Heaven
Books and tapes and teachings are often helpful in opening the Word to us but only Jesus can reveal to us the secrets of the kingdom of Heaven

And He will delight to do this when we come to Him seeking first His kingdom

The Parable of the Treasure (Matt 13:44-46)
There is a pair of “mini” parables here; I want to look at them before we look at the parable of the good seed
The emphasis in the first of the these two parables is that the kingdom of Heaven, like the treasure in the field, is a reality in itself (vs. 44)
The treasure in the field was a real treasure whether anyone found it or not – the truth of its reality didn’t depend on its being found

If there is a pot of gold buried in your backyard just because you never find it doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist – its reality and value do not depend on you finding it

So the point of this parable is not the man who found the treasure but the truth that the kingdom of God exist

That it is real in and of itself and its reality doesn’t depend on someone finding it

In the Old Testament when God set apart Cannaan to be the Promised Land, a type of the kingdom, (not heaven), He told Abraham (Gen 13:17) – “Arise and walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I will give it to you”
From that moment on, Canaan was the Promised Land, God’s land, and whether or not His chosen people ever occupied it

It was still God’s land because He had established it

In a similar way, when Jesus said “It is finished” as He hung on the cross, the kingdom of God was established and settled in the unseen eternal realm
Like the Promise land and like the treasure in the field, the kingdom of God is a present day reality that we can press into 

(Matt 6:10) – “Thy kingdom come….”
So the primary purpose of this parable is to open our eyes to the truth of a kingdom that is “hidden” in the heavenly realm

A kingdom unseen by the natural eye


A kingdom just waiting for us to “find” it by believing the Word

The secondary message of the parable is this: the kingdom of heaven is such a great and glorious treasure that whoever truly “finds” it will be totally changed

His life will no longer be centered in himself, in his wants, his dreams, and his desires

When the man in the parable discovered the treasure and saw the wonderful greatness of the treasure that he had found “in his great joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys the field

Think about this:

That man didn’t just give a tithe of all he had; he didn’t hold back a little nest egg for a rainy day
He sold all he had




The treasure that he discovered become more important to him than all he had




It became the most important thing in his life



The challenge for us is this:

Have we received such a revelation of the kingdom of Heaven that it is the single most important thing in our lives?
The Parable of the Merchant (Matt 13:45-46)
The meaning of the second parable in this pair has been clouded because it has been generally called the “Parable of the Pearl of Great Price.”

But if you read it correctly, Jesus is calling our attention not to the pearl but to the “merchant man” who is “seeking” 


Jesus never said the kingdom of heaven was like a great expensive pearl

He said it was like a merchant man seeking a pearl – You cant just read your Bible, you got to READ your bible

In this parable Jesus is turning our attention away from the thing that was found to the finder

Notice, the emphasis is not on what he finds, but that he is seeking


He is a man who trades in pearls – so he knows something about pearls


He is not content with the pearls he already has


He is convinced there has to be something more out there



A pearl that is better than those he already has



So he has set him self to seek it until he finds it

The main point of this parable is that the kingdom of heaven will be made up of people, a special kind of Matt 6:33 people 
Who are truly seeking first the kingdom of God with their whole heart and life

Until he has come to a personal revelation of the kingdom of heaven, every believer will be like a merchant who is content with the “pearls” that he already has
But when the word of the kingdom stirs his heart he will be like this merchant who was not content with his present understanding and she he will go seeking

He will know that there is something more to be found in Christianity beyond salvation

And he will set his face to seek it with his whole heart and life confident that he will surly find it

Because the same Jesus who said “seek first the kingdom of God” (Matt 6:33) also said “seek and you will find (Matt 7:7)

So there is not only the call to seek first the kingdom but there is this wonderful promise that those who do seek it will, like a merchant, find their kingdom “pearl”
The secondary message in this parable is this: when the “seeking merchant” found the thing for which he was searching he was so overwhelmed by the wonderful greatness of what he had found that he sold all that he had to buy it
Just like the man who found the treasure in the field and sold all he had to get that treasure

This pearl that the merchant found was not just another pearl to be added to his collection


It became the central thing in his life


So he went and sold al that he had and bought it
Remember Canaan became the Promise Land the day God gave it to Abraham

That not only established Canaan as God’s land but it also established the Israelites as God’s chosen people

All the years they spent going sojourning in Canaan, through those years they were slaves in Egypt 

And even those 40 years wandering in the wilderness

They were still God’s chosen people

And throughout all of those unsettled years as they repeated God’s promise to Abraham they continued to be a seeking people

But that wasn’t the fullness of the purpose for which God had called them, just to wonder around and forever be a seeking people

When this seeking people occupied the Promised Land the purpose of both was fulfilled

In these parables of treasure in the field and the seeking merchant reveals to us two wonderful Kingdom truths

First, He tells us that the kingdom of God is a present day reality – a treasure that can be found by you and I

Second, He gives us the promise that we will certainly find it if we, like the merchant, seek it with our whole being

Here Jesus is inviting us to join these seeking people who


In the fullness of time will be openly united with kingdom of the unseen realm


To make a completed kingdom for Jesus to deliver to the Father
