Kingdom Faith Part 5
The Kingdom in Acts

Acts 1:3-5

In the first chapter of Acts, Luke records the last time that Jesus met with the apostles


I am sure that Jesus talked with them about many things during this time

But when the Holy Spirit summed it all up for us, Luke said he spoke to them about the kingdom of God (vs. 3)

The concept that they came away with was so kingdom oriented that after those 40 days their question to Jesus was (Acts 1:6)

They had heard all the words that Jesus was speaking during that time and they understood that He was speaking of the kingdom of God

But they were still so earthly minded in their thinking that they related those words to an earthly kingdom

It wasn’t until Pentecost and outpouring of the Holy Spirit that the eyes of their hearts were enlightened

Then is when they finally perceived the reality of the “not of this world” kingdom of heaven of which Jesus had been speaking

The Church in Jerusalem (Acts 5:12)
After Pentecost the apostles began to boldly declare the truths of the kingdom
They were no longer earthly minded men who wanted Jesus to establish a worldly kingdom

They were now interested in proclaim the kingdom truths that Jesus had shared with them over the last 3.5 years

They could do this with power because of what Jesus had promised them    (Jn 14:26)
That promise came to pass when they were all filled with the Holy Spirit

So when those people were taught by the apostles they returned home and shared with one another about the kingdom (Acts 2:42)
This is why the church in Jerusalem prospered


(Acts 5:14) (Acts 6:7-8)

And this seemed to be the last straw for the Jews


The Jews were so consumed with hatred (Acts 6:11-13)



But Stephen spoke to them very clearly (Acts 7:52)



Their reaction (Acts 7:57-58)

The stoning of Stephen was a major turning point in the history of the early church (Acts 8:1)
The Scattering
If we take the time to consider what took place here we will discover an amazing picture hidden behind a few simple words

By this time there were thousands of believers in Jerusalem

So when the persecution began and those thousands were driven out there must have a been tremendous chaos in the city
People who had lived among friends all their lives leaving an empty house in the middle of the neighborhood

There must have been thousands of empty houses

Countless business closed to never reopen again

If we just look at the facts we would say it was a terrible tragedy that came on the early church

But the truth is that God, who had chosen them before the foundation of the world     (Eph 1:4), had been preparing them for this day ever since He poured out His Spirit

Before they were scattered the word which had been poured out in their hearts was the word of the Kingdom
All those days as they gathered from house to house, the message they heard was the gospel of the kingdom

Notice what happen in the places where they were scattered (Acts 8:4-5)

We never hear of Philip complaining about being persecuted or about being uprooted and driven out of his home. Why not?
Because he knew that his purpose was to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom no matter where God sent him

He was so totally saturated in the reality of the kingdom of God that when he was squeezed by the people of Samaria the kingdom came out

The result (Acts 8:12)



Notice (Acts 11:19-20)




What we see is this scattering was actually the first sending out of missionaries




It was the beginning of the fulfilling of (Matt 24:14)

The Apostle Paul

All of these “missionaries” who had been “sent out” from Jerusalem by the persecution were filled with the gospel of the kingdom
They had been taught by the apostles who had spent 3 years learning one message (Matt 9:35)

But with the apostle Paul the situation was completely different

He didn’t sent at Jesus feet to hear and absorb the gospel of the kingdom


Instead (Gal 1:11-12)

What was the gospel that he received not from man but through a revelation of Jesus Christ?

(Acts 19:8-10) notice he was pleading about the kingdom of God

And during the next 2 years he traveled around that whole region and preached the kingdom – all of Asia heard it, both Jews and Greeks

Later when he was saying his last good byes to the Elders at Ephesus, he summed up his whole ministry (Acts 20:25)


As we read the epistles that Paul wrote we hear him sharing revelation about many things:



About the Body of Christ



About our new creation



About being in Christ



About His indwelling presence in us


All of these things Jesus made know to Paul through revelation



But when summarizes it notice how he does it  - “preaching the kingdom”


None of those wonderful things were an end unto themselves

But together they are the means that God has established by which a kingdom will be prepared for Jesus to deliver to the Father (1 Cor 15:24)

The Beginning and the End

We know that Jesus’ ministry began and ended with the message of the kingdom of God

Then as we look at the book of Acts we see Jesus spending 40 days speaking of the kingdom of God

Now turn to the last chapter of Acts last two verses (Acts 28:30-31)

Paul is under house arrest waiting for his trail


2 whole years Paul spent his time doing what? Preaching the kingdom!
So the gospels and the book of Acts begins and ends with the message of the kingdom
