Kingdom Faith Part 4
The Kingdom in the Gospels

Matt 4:23, Mk 1:14-15

At the very outset of His ministry the message Jesus proclaimed, like that of John the Baptist, was the message of the kingdom of God
Sending out the 12 and 70 (Lk 4:43)

Having made such a clear statement of His purpose, why is it surprising the way He sent out His disciples (Lk 9:2)


He sent them out preaching the kingdom of God


He sent them off with no tracts to hand out, no spiritual laws to follow


Just this simple message, “The Kingdom of God is at hand.”

(Lk 10:1, 8-9)

These men were the forerunners, the “front men” 

They went before Jesus to prepare the way in the places where He was to come

Can you imagine that the miracles they performed and the message they proclaimed, “The Kingdom of God has come near you,” must have caused quite a stir in every city where they went

If nothing else it caused curiosity for those who saw and heard

I bet it brought a desire among them to know more about this kingdom

Notice what else we are told (Matt 9:35)


Understand the gospels only record a few days of Jesus’ 3 ½ year ministry



What was He doing all those other days

Matt 9 tells us – in order to visit all the cities and villages He would have had to be constantly on the move

First the 12 then the 70 then Jesus would have followed them with the same message, the gospel of the kingdom

As a result the whole countryside was stirred with curiosity and expectation that something big was about to happen

Because we only read the Bible with a salvation mindset we miss what Jesus was saying about the kingdom of God
(Lk 19:10) Jesus is certainly speaking of the redemption of mankind, and we want to assume that is His central message

But the more we read the Bible we can clearly see a distinction between the “kingdom of God” and “new birth”

Being “born anew” is a means towards an end

It is not an end in itself

The end we are seeking is a kingdom prepared by Jesus to present to His Father (1 Cor 15:24)
Nicodemus (Jn 3:2-3)


The conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus brings this out very clear



Nicodemus was a member of the Jewish high court

He had been so stirred by what he had been hearing about Jesus that he came to Him with an honest heart

He wanted to know what “Jesus” was all about

I always thought that Jesus was just concerned with Nicodemus’ salvation

But if we look at it closer we see Jesus wanted Nicodemus to see and enter the kingdom of God


What He said was not a promise but a condition


He didn’t say “if you are born again you will see the kingdom of God”

He said “unless you are born again you cant even see (know) that there is a kingdom of God” – there is a condition there

Jesus wasn’t teaching about the new birth as if it were an end in itself

He was teaching the new birth as a means of seeing the kingdom of God
The new birth is a requirement before you can realize there is a kingdom


Nicodemus wants to know more (Jn 3:4)



That’s not too strange, what is strange is Jesus’ response

He doesn’t enter into a discussion about being born again, that’s what I would have done

Instead He continues to direct Nicodemus’ attention to the kingdom of God (Jn 3:5)

These are not requirements for salvation

Jesus is teaching us to seek after them in order to see the kingdom of God


Imagine you had tickets to see the Indianapolis colts play

What if you arrived at the game with your ticket and just stayed in the parking lot a hung out with some people – you would never see the game

Having tickets and being at the stadium doesn’t guarantee you’ll see the game
But if you understand that the game is the important thing and the tickets are just a means that enable you to get into the game, you will rejoice in the them, and you wont be content with just staying in the parking lot

That is the same thing with being born again, 

We have the tickets



But we must enter into the kingdom

The Exodus


Think about the children of Israel at the time they left Egypt
Salves for 400 years and each passing generation had just slowly taken on the perspective of slaves

The one hope they had was the promise God made to Abraham, they would live in a land flowing with milk and honey


Each generation would pass that hope on to the next

Imagine how faded it must have been after 400 years

The time came for deliverance and God sent Moses to confront Pharaoh

Pharaoh, a type of Satan, refused to let the people go from Egypt, which is a picture of the world
So God, through Moses bring 9 plagues and Pharaoh still refuses

Then just before the 10th plague, when God would send the death angle to kill the firstborn male of Egypt, He gave special instructions

Take a lamb without spot, a picture of Jesus, kill it and put blood on the doorpost and lintel of the door

When the death angel came he would pass over the “blood covered” houses, but the first born of Egypt would die



Can you imagine the horror that engulfed Egypt the next morning

In some houses the father would be dead cause he was the firstborn


Those fathers who did wake up discovered their first born dead

From Pharaoh down all of Egypt was filled with grief and despair

The result was that Pharaoh and all of the Egyptians rose up and told the Israelites to get out

They were set free from their bondage to Pharaoh, (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, (Jesus) they were free to leave Egypt, the (world)
Remember what the Israelites did with the Lamb whose blood they put on the door, they ate it!

They were instructed to eat the entire Lamb, Jesus, so the strength by which they went out from Egypt, the world, was the power of the indwelling Passover Lamb!

It’s a beautiful picture of (Col 1:27) – Christ in you, the hope of glory
So they were wonderfully set free by the blood of the Lamb and they went out of Egypt rejoicing in their new found freedom
But when they came to the Red Sea they had to stop and before long they saw the dust of Pharaoh’s army coming after them

And because they were still viewing everything from a slaves mentality and not a free man’s mindset they panicked (Ex 14:11)

But what a merciful God we serve, in spite of their complaining and unbelief He moved on their behalf

The cloud, the Holy Spirit, that had gone before them as they went out of Egypt, passed over them and stood between them and Pharaoh’s army
Then Moses held out his rod, the Sea parted, they traveled through on dry land

But when the Egyptians tried to cross the waters closed, destroyed them all



What a clear picture of what water baptism is in the believer’s life

Pharaoh’s army, which was the means by which he enslaved the Israelites, was destroyed in the water

See Satan’s power to enslave us is quenched in the waters of baptism

He stands on the other side of the water and shouts at us

But he is powerless to move against us, Hallelujah!!!!!

Pressing In (1 Cor 10:11)


What were “these things” that Paul had in mind when he wrote this?

Look at (1 Cor 10:1-2) – it is clear the instruction is this

The Israelites were all baptized into Moses, who is a picture of Jesus the deliverer, by two baptisms
First, they were baptized in the cloud, the Holy Spirit, when He passed over them and stood between them and Pharaoh’s army

Second, they were baptized in the sea, water, when they passed through the Red Sea

How interesting! In Paul’s understanding the children of Israel are a picture of what God intends for you and me

They are a picture of the very thing Jesus was saying to Nicodemus

His intention for each is that we should be not only be “born anew” by the blood of the Lamb


Born anew so that we may know that there is a kingdom of God

And both water baptized and Spirit baptized so that we may press in and enter that kingdom


There is something very disturbing about it all

These folks were a picture of blood bought, water baptized, Spirit baptized believers yet, they were only in the wilderness
They were out of Egypt, the world, but they were not yet in the Promised Land which is a picture of the kingdom of God

They are all eligible to enter the Land, they have their tickets and they are at the stadium, yet out of all of them only two, Joshua & Caleb, fulfilled God’s purpose for their lives and finally pressed into the Promised Land, the kingdom

How sad, the others just stayed in the parking lot for 40 years and died there

They had everything from God that they needed to enter the Land, but they didn’t press into it



You wonder why! 




God had moved so powerfully for them




They had everything necessary to carry out His kingdom purpose




How could they fail to fulfill that purpose? (Heb 3:16-19)

There must be something that caused their disobedience, so I looked at Numbers    chapter 13
Have you ever considered what must have been going on in the hearts of the people as the spies gave their conflicting reports about the land and the giants

After hearing both reports each Israelite faced this challenge: “Do I believe the ten who are reporting the “facts” of the way things look in the natural realm, or do I believe the two who are trusting that the Lord will accomplish His word in spite of how things look in the world?”

“Do I really believe that God’s Word is true for me right now as an individual or will I follow my reason based on the “facts?”
The next morning there is no doubt about their decision – they wanted to stone Joshua and Caleb

No doubt they were rebellious but now we see their rebellion came as a result of unbelief


That is why they didn’t go into the land

They didn’t believe that God’s Word about His kingdom was true for them personally



They were still God’s children; they just didn’t enter the promise land




During the 40 years in the wilderness God provided for them in every way

Their clothes didn’t wear out, they didn’t get sick, they had manna to eat

But God’s purpose in bringing them out of Egypt was not just to take care of them so they could live safely and comfortably until they died

His purpose for them was that they should press into Canaan and possess the Promised Land to His glory

Clearly God’s purpose in setting us free by the blood of Jesus, and by water baptism and Spirit baptism in not just to separate us from the world in order that He might provide for so that we can live safely and comfortably until we die

God’s purpose for us is that we believe His Word is true for us personally so that we not only enjoy His bountiful blessings, but that we press into the kingdom of His glory
Personal Application: What About You?
When Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews, came to Him with an open and seeking heart, wondering what He was all about, Jesus shared with him the importance of the new birth, water baptism, and baptism in the Spirit

He didn’t present them as an end to themselves, but as what is necessary to see the kingdom of God



As to the Old Testament picture, Jesus sent out twelve into the land too


And there message was “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand”


Jesus, himself (Matt 9:35)

So it appears to me that during the time of Jesus’ ministry, the word that spread throughout all of Israel, the word that was the topic of conversation at the dinner table and on the street corner, was “the kingdom of God is at hand”
The “church bell” that attracted people to Jesus from every walk of life was the healing of the sick and the feeding of the hungry

But what they heard from Him when they came was not a sermon about giving, or healing, or daily bread

The message they heard was “Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand”

When we think about the beginning of Jesus’s ministry we see that each gospel reported that His message was “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand”
Now lets take a quick look at the end of His ministry

When the Jews brought Him before Pontius Pilate they didn’t accuse Him of saying that He was the Savior of the world

They seem to have a better understanding of Jesus was trying to do than we do today    (Lk 23:2)

Notice what Pilate asked him (Jn 18:33, 36-37)

Not only did Jesus acknowledge that He is King, but He went on to say that it was for this reason that He was born, for this reason that He came into the world

So from the beginning to the end of His ministry His message was the same “Repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand”
