Kingdom Faith Part 3
The Main Thing

Col 1:15-18

As the perfect expression of God’s all consuming love, Jesus died on the cross to reconcile man to God

The foundation of God’s relationship and every interaction between Himself and man is the death and resurrection of Jesus

As long as the cross is the back drop against how we view all our circumstances we will know the peace and joy that comes from “being” in Christ

Being born again by faith is the first outworking of this relationship between God and us

However, being born again is not an end in itself


Wrapped in this new birth is an eternal vision and purpose


It is intended to draw us into active participation with God in fulfilling His eternal plan

When we talk about things like Purpose, Direction, and Vision we tend to think more in terms of “doing”


Jesus was different, His whole being and attention was concentrated solely on the Father


Jesus’ actions flowed out of His relationship with the Father (Jn 5:19)


His expression of Vision and Purpose was from a Heavenly perspective


Notice how He expressed the purpose of His coming (Lk 4:43)



His purpose was centered in His relationship with the Father

Their plan, which was established before the foundations of the world, was for a kingdom prepared by the Son to be delivered to the Father (1 Cor 15:24)

Notice (Matt 6:33) (Jn 20:21)

He is calling us to this same Vision and Purpose, a kingdom prepared for the Son to be delivered to the Father

We should be seeking Him for the same vision of His kingdom as our purpose is life

Remember, you have been changed by the blood of Jesus and that enables you to be His instrument 

Let the Holy Spirit make you alive to His kingdom purpose for your life, so that you can press on to make it your own

God has really been challenging me with the first part of Matt 6:33

See, I have been seeking many good things for God and I know I am very busy trying to bring those things to pass


Pastoring, preaching, the busyness of all that the ministry entails


Seeking the welfare of the church family, trying to build up the church

But is that really seeking first the kingdom?


I mean if that isn’t, then what does it mean to seek first the kingdom?


What am I suppose to be seeking?

So I have been praying that the Lord would show me what it is that I am suppose to be seeking


I haven’t had a blinding revelation


But God is revealing some things to me that I want to share through this study


God is beginning to raise my whole understanding of Christianity to a new level


None of what I believe is being left behind, instead God is using that as a foundation

The main thing is that the main thing be the main thing


For us as Christians the “Main Thing” is not a thing but a Person – Jesus is the “Main Thing”


Colossians leave no doubt as to who is the “Main Thing”
With that being said, we need to know what Jesus considered to be the “Main Thing” of His ministry 

What did He say was His purpose for coming into the world?


How are we to flow together with Him in His eternal purpose?

For me I always thought the “main thing” of Jesus’ ministry to be salvation with the key verse being Jn 3:16

The rest of the N.T. was just a treasury of God’s promises teaching us how to live the Christian life

But now Matt 6:33 is beginning to challenge me


I can quote it, but do I really know what it means to seek first His Kingdom


Up to this point our focus has been centered in people



How to get them saved



How to build them up in faith so that they might enjoy the fullness of life in Christ


But if we really look at the N.T. everything is centered in a kingdom for God



See most ministry is man centered

Think about most preaching today, we can sum it up with this statement – “If you don’t repent and believe in Jesus, you will go to hell which is bad for you, but if you do repent and believe in Jesus, you will go to heaven which is good for you, and on the way you’ll be blessed abundantly by God”

Please hear me, the message of salvation is basic, essential, it’s the building block for everything relating to God and His kingdom (Lk 19:10)

There is no way to enter into a relationship with the Father except through faith in the life, suffering, death, and resurrection of His Son Jesus

There is no other door that leads to eternal life (Acts 4:12)
Saving faith in the atoning death of Jesus is the only entrance into the plans and purpose of the Father


Much of Christendom has taken that which God intended to be the beginning and made it the end



We are great at being active at leading people to a saving knowledge of Jesus



But our converts seldom get introduced to what God intends for their life



We must have both (1 Tim 2:4)

The Scriptures are clear – beginning with John the Baptist and continuing throughout the whole N.T. the message was not “Repent, or you’ll goo to hell”

That message centers around us and our well being


Instead it was “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt 3:2)

This is a call to submit to a King, to one who will have absolute rule over your life

To serve Him in absolute obedience, not out of fear of His wrath, but in response to His great love


So the kingdom message in one that centers not in man, but in God!


Its even more clearly expressed by the 24 elders in Revelation (Rev 5:9-10)



He ransomed them for God and made them a kingdom



From their heavenly perspective they seen the heart of Jesus ministry was preparing a 



kingdom for His Father



In order to do this He ransomed men form hell by His blood – for God

Even though this is the best blessing man can receive from God, it was not a man-centered move on God’s part

It was not just to benefit men by saving them from eternal torment

It is the means by which God enables men to participate with Him in the preparation and coming forth of His eternal kingdom

Most people in the world today are striving with all their might and energy to make it safely and comfortably to death


We are absorbed with the cares and challenges in our everyday life



Promotion at work, new car, bigger house, college for kids…..


That our goals have become (Matt 6:31)


Christ challenges those goals (Matt 6:33)

There are a couple of questions that plague us all and cause a great deal of discomfort, until we bury them under our circumstances


Who am I? and Why am I here?


For most of us it is easier to bury them than to try to answer them

With these two questions in mind let look at (Eph 1:4)


You are not just a chance happening


Its not just a quirk of fate that you are here and you live where you do

Before He created the Sun, Moon, and Stars, before there were mountains or lakes or hills God had chosen you!!!!!!

And He chose you for a purpose, the same purpose He sent His Son Jesus into the world


What is that purpose? (Lk 4:43)

And today, as one whom He chose before the foundation of the world, to you and me personally, He says (Jn 20:21)

That is amazing!!!!!!!

Here the question is not, “Do I believe that this is God’s Word” but rather, “Do I really believe that this Word of God applies to me personally?”

The truth is you and I are God’s messengers to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God in our world today just as Jesus proclaimed it in His day

This is not a new thing with God that we should be His messengers to proclaim the gospel of the kingdom


This has been His plan all along, since before the foundation of the world

He is inviting us to receive this purpose, this commission, by faith and to enter in to our eternal purpose
But if we are going to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God with power and authority we must first experience the reality of that kingdom and participate in it ourselves

So lets respond to Matt 6:33 with the expectation that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all truth

