Kingdom Faith Part 11
A Kingdom for the Father

Lk 16:16
As a perfect expression of God’s all consuming love, Jesus died on the cross to reconcile man to God
Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, God established the foundation of a love relationship that underlines every interaction between Himself and man

As long as the cross is the backdrop against which we view all our circumstances we will know peace and joy that only comes from being settled and established in the love of God
Our new birth by faith in Jesus is the first work of this love relationship between us and God


But being born anew isn’t and end in itself


Wrapped up in this amazing expression of divine love in eternal vision and purpose

That purpose is intended to draw us into an active participation with God in the fulfilling of His eternal plan


Too often when we think of purpose we think we have to come up with something to “do”


Jesus was different; His attention was solely on the Father

His actions flowed out of His relationship with Him (Jn 5:19) Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 

Jesus’ attention were set on things above

So His expression of Vision and Purpose was from a Heavenly perspective
When He expressed the purpose of His coming He said (Lk 4:43) And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent. 

His purpose was centered in His Father and their plan, established before the foundation of the world, was for a kingdom to be prepared by the Son to be delivered to the Father  (1 Cor 15:24) Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power

When Jesus says “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” and then says “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”

He is calling us to this same vision and purpose, a kingdom prepared for the Son to be delivered to the Father

We need to remember that so far we have learn that it is an amazing accomplishment God has done in us through the blood of Jesus that enables us to be His instruments in this regard

Above everything else we need to make this our pursuit
Throughout the ages there have been events of great magnitude that have altered the lives of men and have redirected the course of history

The Flood of Genesis, the Exodus, the discovery of America, WWI, WWII, Sept 11th

These events changed the world; each marked the end of one era and the beginning of another

But the one that brought the most significant change, both in the seen and unseen realm, is the coming of the Son of God in the flesh

All of secular history is dated before or after His advent 


The church as we know it finds its beginning in Him

But over time the fullness of what Jesus proclaimed and the life expressed by the early church got buried under a mountain of man made doctrines and traditions


Most of our attention today is turned to the things that are seen


Much of our ways have become like the ways of the world

Paul desperately wanted the church to walk in what Jesus expressed (2 Cor 4:18) While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal

We are blessed to be living in a day when Jesus is restoring the realities that He proclaimed and the early church lived

The greatest of which is the reality of His “not of this world” kingdom (Jn 18:36) Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 


That is the direction we are head now in this study


To discover and participate in this unseen kingdom


Remember the central theme of the New Testament is the kingdom of God
The Herald
Even though he appears in the New Testament, John the Baptist is actually the last prophet of the Old Testament
From the time Adam fell into sin and the first promise was given (Gen 3:15) the whole stream of history had been moving toward the moment when John would point to Jesus

(Jn 1:29-30) The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.

From the time that God chose Abraham until the coming of John the Baptist, the children of Israel were the ones through whom God chose to express Himself on earth

But their purpose was to bring forth the Promised One, who would take away the sins of the world

All of their history, their feast, their holy days, all of their laws, and sacrifices culminated in the coming of this one man , John
John stood on the Old Testament side of an impassable chasm and pointed across to Jesus and said to the people, as he pointed at Jesus, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt 3:2)

This is the key “The kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

John was the final voice from the dispensation the looked forward to the coming of the kingdom


That whole dispensation came to and end with his ministry


Everything that had gone before was no longer a valid way for relating to God

When he appeared in the wilderness preaching, a tremendous change took place both in the seen and unseen realm

God wasn’t going to relate to man anymore through laws and rituals

Something new had come that took the place of those laws and rituals (Lk 16:16) The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it. 

A Time of Transition 

(Matt 11:11) Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he

That is an amazing statement – John is greater than all who came before him, Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, and all those listed in Heb 11

What is even more amazing is He says everyone who is born anew is greater than John, even the least of us!!!

Most of us view those heroes of faith as far greater than who we are or will ever be

But the fact is as surly as John was greater than them you are greater than John!

This is not true because of anything you have “done”, nor have you in any way earned it

This is true only because (Jn 1:12-13) But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


They were all born once of a woman

We have been born twice, the second birth being born of God

And by means of our new birth (Col 1:13-14) Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins
Now because of our new birth, our “second birth” we are able , by faith, through His grace, to participate with Him in this glorious new “kingdom” way of relating to God

So the 3.5 year period from the time John preached repent the kingdom of heaven is at hand, until Jesus said from the cross “it is finished” was a time of transition

The old had passed away and the new is being proclaimed (Lk 16:16)

But it wasn’t until from the cross Jesus said it is finished that the new was established in the seen realm

When Jesus died and rose again and ascended into heaven the kingdom which had always been real in the “unseen” realm now became available in the “seen” realm
The Message

John pointed a Jesus and said “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” but his message was “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand

With that John introduced the new way of relating to God

It was the turning point, not only in the history of the Israelites, but also in the history of all mankind

The Message of Jesus (Matt 4:17) From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand

Then He states why the Father sent him (Lk 4:43) And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent. 


Even though the Bible only records a few days of Jesus’ 3.5 year ministry we know he was busy

(Matt 9:35) And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people
At the end of His ministry He stood before Pontius Pilate and said ( Jn 18:36-37) Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice

So from beginning to end Jesus said the reason He came into the world was to prepare a kingdom for the Father (1 Cor 15:24)
The Message of the Early Church (Acts 1:3) To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

The book of Acts is launched from this 40 day seminar, where the central message was the kingdom of God

The Apostles took this message to the people


They devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching (Acts 2:42)

When they were scattered after Stephens murder, it was the message they took with them into the world (Acts 8:12) But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
The very last thing recorded in Acts in Paul’s ministry during his imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:30-31) And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him
So from its beginning all the way through Acts central message is the kingdom of God
The message of the Apostle Paul (Gal 1:11-12) But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ


The essence of Paul’s revelation was the kingdom of God 

As you read his epistles you realize Paul taught many things, but when he summed it all up he said (Acts 20:25) And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more
Everything he taught was from his revelation of the kingdom realities

The View from God’s Throne (Rev 5:9-10) And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth

This scene is taking place in the timelessness of the eternal throne room of God

The 24 elders are expressing heaven’s view of all that Jesus accomplished, so they are singing this song to Jesus

From a heavenly front row seat they perceived that the culmination of His ministry was a kingdom prepared for the Father

With all of this settled in our hearts and minds it now remains for us to discover just what is this kingdom and them to actively pursue it for Jesus 

(Matt 6:33) But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you

