Kingdom Faith Part 10
The Feast of Israel

Ex 23:14-17
We have spent a great deal of time looking at the parables of Matt 13 and how they relate specifically to the kingdom of God


I want to show you how the feast of Israel relate to these parables

The times of these three feasts were dramatic, exciting times in the lives of the Israelites

When it was possible men took their families with them (Lk 2:41-42)

Certainly there would have been a tremendous stirring and moving in the land as multitudes of people made their way to Jerusalem

Think of how it would be if all the men in a region, with their families were to gather in one main city three times a year traveling there by foot and donkey

Since it would have been a long journey, family and friends would have joined for reunion on the way (Lk 2:41-44)
These feast were a central part of their lives and a central part of God’s dealing with them
But underneath all the activity involved, these feast all pointed ahead prophetically to thing in the future

As I read trough the gospels I understand that the crucifixion of Jesus at Passover was a fulfillment of the feast of Passover

In Acts 2 the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is a fulfillment of the feast of Pentecost
Its clear the these two feast had been fulfilled within two months of each other right there in Jerusalem

But I always wondered about the third feast, the feast of the Harvest
Then I was reading again in (Acts 6:7)


This I describing the fulfillment of the feast on Ingathering, the Feast of Harvest


Listen, up until then souls were only added to the company of disciples



(Lk 2:41,47 – Lk 5:14)



It says numbers were added to their number


But in chapter 6 of Acts it says the number of disciples multiplied

Acts 6:7 is describing the fulfillment of the feast of Ingathering or Harvest
This is very exciting to me, now we see the fulfilling of all three feast, Passover, Pentecost, and Ingathering

All within a short period and all right there in Jerusalem

Beginning with the shed blood of Jesus on the cross, then with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and finally with multiplication of disciples in Acts 6


This is really amazing, but what really excites me is this

In the 1500s with the Reformation the truth began to spread throughout the whole world about salvation by grace through the shed blood of Jesus

This was now the beginning of the a worldwide fulfillment of the Feast of Passover

In the 1900, with the Pentecostal outpouring, the truth began to spread throughout the whole world was the Holy Spirit Baptism

This was the beginning of the worldwide fulfillment of the Feast of Pentecost

So now only one of these three major feast remains to be fulfilled worldwide, the Feast of Ingathering or Harvest

In order for this harvest to take place there must be sons of the kingdom for Jesus to sow into the world
In the parables of Matt 13, we see that where the gospel of the kingdom is preached the results will be sons of the kingdom


Men and women who have received the world of the kingdom into their hearts


Then Jesus will sow these sons of the kingdom into the world as seed

The result will be a great end time harvest (a tremendous multiplying of sons of the kingdom), which Jesus said is the close of the age (Matt 13:39)

The glorious harvest will be the worldwide fulfillment of the last of the three feasts, the Feast of Harvest
There has been a sowing of martyrs as seed into the world throughout the last 2000 year and much fruit is come from it

But in the parable of the good seed Jesus is speaking of the close of the age, a one time final harvest for which He will need mature seed, sons of the kingdom whose desire is (Phil 3:10)

When the seed is sown into the world the harvest that the angels gather will be a kingdom prepared for Jesus to deliver to the Father and (1 Cor 15:24)

Conclusion

The central current and ultimate aim of universal history is the Kingdom of God established by Jesus Christ

It is no after-thought of God, no subsequent change of the plan of creation

But it is the eternal forethought, the controlling idea, the beginning, the middle, and the end of all His ways and works

All of history, beginning at creation and continuing until the end of time is woven about this central issue, the kingdom of God
In the same way, each one of us individually, our history, that began with our being chosen by God before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4) and it was made manifest in the world at our birth, is intended to center in and revolve around this very thing
(Lk 4:43)

The purpose that the Father sent Him into the world was to preach the good news of the kingdom of God

Now Jesus says this to us (Jn 20:21)

Just as God sent Jesus, He now sends us with the same purpose!

You and I were chosen by God to be alive right now so that together with Jesus we may participate in the fulfilling of His eternal purpose

By receiving the word of the kingdom into our hearts so that we become the “sons of the kingdom” we will be prepared to be among the seed which Jesus wills sow into the world

Then, as His voice, we will proclaim the gospel of His kingdom (Matt 25:14)

What a challenging word from our King, what an awesome calling!


If someone ask you why you are alive, what would you say?

“Because God has chosen me before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4) that I should receive and preach the gospel of the kingdom of God that there may come forth sons of the kingdom for Jesus to sow into the world for a final harvest which will be the close of the age!”
Next

Over and over Jesus said “the kingdom of God is like….” But never did He say the kingdom of God is


He told Pontius Pilate that His kingdom in not of this world 


But the message He preached was “repent for the kingdom of God is at hand”

So, what is this kingdom that is “not of this world” and at the same time is “at hand?”


That is what we will be discovering over the next few weeks


Join me in seeking, for the promise is, (Matt 7:7)
